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Dear Parents and Children 
 
I hope that you had a fabulous Easter break—it seemed like a really long holiday! It also seemed very 
strange  to have Easter right at the end of the holidays! 
 
Summer term is an incredibly busy one with all sorts planned. Dates are on the newsletter, but more will 
be added as we go along so keep your eyes peeled! The children have come back to school with a 
fabulous attitude to their learning  and with brilliant behaviour! We are very proud of the way they 
conduct themselves and how they look out for one another! 
 
You may have noticed our new additions to the playground. The sports equipment was put in place over 
Easter and it was lovely to see the excitement on the children’s faces when they saw it for the first time. It 
has proven very popular and is always busy at playtimes and lunchtimes. Please ensure that if your 
children are playing on it after school, they are supervised, and that you please vacate the playground 
when after school clubs and Discovery Vine come out. Thank you to Mr Dignan for his hard work in 
making this happen.  
 
It is that time of year when I am asked on a daily basis, “ Mrs Reeves, can we go on the field yet?”! It 
makes me feel very powerful! We will probably be letting the children on the field at lunchtimes from 
next week. We will be talking to them about the responsibility they have in ensuring that anything they 
take off on the field (hats, cardigans etc) they must remember to collect, when the bell goes! 
 
Let’s hope that the warm weather arrives soon! 
 
Stephanie Reeves 
Headteacher 

COVID 19 
As you may be aware, new guidelines came into force from the start of April with regards COVID 19. The 
new advice is that anyone with a confirmed case should, where possible, self isolate for 5 days, in order 
to minimise the spread. For children the advice is 3 days. There is no longer a requirement to provide 2 
negative LFTs in order to return to school. Please continue to remain vigilant to the symptoms, and test 
anyone in the household who you suspect has COVID 19. Children SHOULD NOT return to school until 
they are well enough to do so, and have no temperature. The legal obligation to provide remote learning 
also ended in March. We feel that most children who are off with COVID 19 will only have been tested 
because they feel unwell, so we will not routinely be providing work.  

https://twitter.com/garstangprimary
https://www.facebook.com/garstancommunityprimary/
https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/


 
Reminders 

 
Just a couple of reminders for you: 
• Children are not allowed to scoot or 

ride bikes on the school premises. 
This is due to accidents we have had 
in the past. Please could your child 
dismount at the gate and push their 
scooter/bike to the racks. At home 
time, they must push their bike/
scooter to the gates before 
mounting.  

• Dogs are also not allowed anywhere 
on the playground or field, even if 
they are being carried.  

• Summer uniform may now be worn. 
All children should be back in school 
shoes now, except on PE days. 
Please remember that sandals are 
not allowed.  

• Please ensure that any clothing your 
child might remove is CLEARLY 
named. Now is the time of year 
when the children discard clothing 
willy-nilly and we spend hours trying 
to hunt down owners of cardigans, 
sweatshirts and hats! 

• Shoulder length hair must be fully 
tied back (no part ponytails please). 
Hair bows should be small and in 
school colours. Definitely no JoJo 
bows! No Mohicans, or shaved 
patterns either please.  

• Dinners must be paid for in advance 
using ParentPay. Please only change 
the pattern at half term holidays, 
and give school at least 2 weeks’ 
notice.  

Staffing update 
 

Firstly, hot off the press, Mrs Murphy, her husband and 
Zara welcomed Ruby Evelyn to their family on Thursday 
28th April. She was a few weeks early but weighed a 
healthy 6lb 13 oz. Mum and baby are doing fine! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
During Mrs Murphy’s maternity leave, Miss Cookson will 
be teaching Maple Class.  Mrs Newiss has been 
appointed SENCO in Mrs Murphy’s absence, so any 
special needs related queries can be sent through her. 
The email remains senco@garstang.lancs.sch.uk 
 
Sadly, Mr Meadows will be leaving us at the end of this 
term. He has really enjoyed being part of the team, but 
the time is right for him to return to Myerscough! We 
are on the lookout for a new Site Supervisor—please 
look at our job advert and let anyone you know who 
might be interested know about the vacancy: 
 
https://schooljobs.lancashire.gov.uk/
nt_vacancyDetails.asp?id=58462 
 
We are also looking for lunchtime assistants—the job 
advert can be found here: 
 
https://schooljobs.lancashire.gov.uk/
nt_vacancyDetails.asp?id=58466 

School Fundraising 
 
Thank you for all of your support with fundraising 
recently. The School Council organised some 
Easter competitions. These raised over £300, and 
the funds have been split between school and the 
Bone Cancer Trust. We have also had some very 
enterprising young people raising money for the 
Ukraine after our wear blue and yellow day—in 
total over £300 has gone to the DEC appeal.  

BabyBeat cake sale 
 
Thank you all for your support for Amy, Martin 
and Elouise’s cake sale for the charity BabyBeat, 
which raises money for the Neonatal unit at 
Preston Hospital, a charity very close to their 
heart. They raised a fabulous £166.35. You can 
see the Facebook post about the cake sale here: 
 
https://www.facebook.com/babybeatorg 

https://schooljobs.lancashire.gov.uk/nt_vacancyDetails.asp?id=58462
https://schooljobs.lancashire.gov.uk/nt_vacancyDetails.asp?id=58462
https://schooljobs.lancashire.gov.uk/nt_vacancyDetails.asp?id=58466
https://schooljobs.lancashire.gov.uk/nt_vacancyDetails.asp?id=58466
https://www.facebook.com/babybeatorg


 
School Activities and Achievements 

 
The Fire and Rescue service delivered their fire safety talks to Willow, Ash and Oak 
Class—the children had a great time looking at the firefighters’ kit, and practising 
evacuating from houses. They learned some very important lessons about fire safety 
and what to do in the event of a fire at home.  
The tractor from Old Holly Farm came to visit Acorn Class and they learned all about 
what happens on a farm! Thanks to Ian and Alison for organising this! 
Beech Class gave a really interesting assembly all about Science—showing us lots of exciting 
experiments. The less said about Mrs Reeves walking on the eggs, the better! 
We had a lovely visit from one of the Deputy Lieutenants of Lancashire, Susie Reynolds. She talked to 
the children about the upcoming Platinum Jubilee, and all about the Queen. The children were 
fascinated. We received a lovely letter from her after her visit, telling us how much she had enjoyed 
herself! 
A group of children participated in the annual Cross Country event at St Thomas’s School. They really 

worked hard and we saw some very respectable times.  
We had a great visit form Andrew at Dogs’ Trust. Unfortunately he wasn’t allowed to bring 
a real dog to meet the children, but he taught them all about how to stay safe around dogs.  
Rowan Class had a great history day, learning all about The Great Fire of London and 
dressing up in period clothing.  

 
This term we have lots happening. Garstang Cricket Club are working with  Maple, Beech and Oak, trying 
to train our cricketers of the future, Jordan from Fleetwood Town is working with Acorn Class and Maple 
Class. He is also running the Handball Club for Rowan Class after school.  
Rowan Class are also enjoying their curriculum PE this term as they are doing Judo! 
Willow Class have started their swimming lessons, and have been fabulous, despite some initial nerves! 

Diary Dates 
 

May 
Year 2 SATs will take place during this month. 
9th Year 6 SATs week 
17th Oak Class Blue Moose Dance Day 
18th Maple Class Trip— Cuerden Valley 
19th Class Photos 
25th Young Voices—Manchester 
27th School closes for half term 
 
June 
7th School reopens 
 Rowan Class Phonic Assessments this week 
 Oak Class Blue Moose Dance Day 
8th  Acorn Class to Humblescough Farm 
9th Ash Class trip to Footprint 
13th Y4 Multiplication tests this week 
16th  Rowan Class to Humblescough Farm 
20/21st Oak Class Bikeability 
24th Willow Class to Leighton Hall 
30th Acorn Assembly for Parents 9:15am 
 

July 
13th Sports Morning and picnic 
14th/15th Year 6 residential to London 
18/19th Oak Class Performance of Charlie and 
the Chocolate Factory 
20th Oak Class Awards Evening 6pm 
21st School closes for Summer 

Town Council Awards 
 
I was a very proud Headteacher on Thursday 
night, when I was invited to attend the Annual 
Town Council Awards. One of our pupils, Zara 
from Maple Class, had been nominated in the 
category Junior Citizen of the Year. Whilst Zara 
was poorly last year, she spent time on 
Children’s wards in Manchester, Preston and 
Blackpool. After her stay she wanted to help the 
other children who were on the wards and 
sourced brand new games and toys, which she 
donated. At the awards, not only did she win but 
she also got a standing ovation! Congratulations 
Zara! 


