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Dear Parents and Children, 
 
Happy New Year! I know it’s the last day of January, but I can’t start the first newsletter of the year without 
that greeting! It seems a long time ago now, but I hope that you all had a lovely break at Christmastime, 
and managed to keep safe and well. COVID continues to be with us—more information on that later on in 
the newsletter. I would like to take this opportunity, on behalf of myself and the staff, to thank you for the 
kind wishes, cards and gifts which you gave us for Christmas. I tend to squirrel away some of the chocolates 
and biscuits and they make a very welcome appearance in the staffroom over this next term—they quite 
literally are the gift that keeps on giving! 
 
In January we welcomed some new members of staff to our team. Mrs Shillitoe will be working as a 
Teaching Assistant in Willow Class, replacing Mrs Miller who has secured a new role at a school closer to 
her home. Mrs Brindle will replace Mrs Howe in Rowan Class—Mrs Howe is now working for the family 
business. Miss Charnock is supporting staff in Acorn Class, and we have also welcomed an apprentice 
Teaching Assistant to our team. Ms Hardy will be working across the school in the first instance, getting to 
know all of the children and seeing how learning builds year on year. I know that you will make them feel 
very welcome.  
 
This is one of my favourite terms—I feel that we get so much learning done with little to distract us, the 
days are getting warmer and longer, and spring flowers are starting to appear. It gives me a real sense of 
well being!  
 
Thank you as ever for your support in these tricky times.  
 
Stephanie Reeves 
Headteacher 

Fairtrade Fortnight 
We love to support Fairtrade and Mr Tempan, who we work with in his Fairtrade role, has asked me to 
advertise the following event: 
Children’s Trail on Saturday 19th February 
The Garstang Fairtrade Steering Group are organising a children’s trail on the morning of Saturday 
19th February, 10 am to 12 noon. Children should be accompanied by a parent or responsible adult. Entry 
forms can be collected from the Arts Centre on that morning. The trail involves gathering information from 
posters displayed in the windows of shops and premises in the centre of Garstang. They are mainly in the 
High Street, with a few close by. It will not be necessary to enter the shops in order to find the information. 
Completed sheets are to be returned to the Fairtrade stall at the Arts Centre; all entries will receive a small 
Fairtrade gift and will be entered into a draw to win a Fairtrade prize. 

https://twitter.com/garstangprimary
https://www.facebook.com/garstancommunityprimary/
https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/


 
COVID 19 

 
Although restrictions in the community have eased, COVID is still very much amongst us, and as a 
school we are doing the very best we can to keep all of our staff and children safe.  Since returning to 
school in January, we have had a steady stream of cases across the school—we haven’t yet had a day 
COVID free! Please ensure that you keep your child(ren) at home if they are displaying ANY COVID 
symptom, and undertake a lateral flow test (LFT). Current guidelines state that if anyone has 
symptoms, they should immediately seek a confirmatory PCR test. If the person has tested positive on 
an LFT , but has no symptoms, they do not need a PCR, but should immediately self isolate. 
Children should be self –isolating for at least 5 full days. If they have a negative LFT on the morning of 
both day 5 and 6 (taken 24 hrs apart), then they may return to school on day 6. If they are still testing 
positive, they must have 2 negative LFTs, taken 24 hrs apart, before returning to school. They can stop 
self isolating after 10 days.  
 
Google Classroom 
 
If your child is self isolating, we will provide access to Google Classroom, providing they are well 
enough to complete it. The work will be available the day after you inform us that your child is self 
isolating. As the work mirrors what the class are undertaking in the classroom, it does take the teachers 
up to an extra hour each day to upload the work onto the platform. Please ensure that your children 
are commenting on each piece of work in the classroom so that the teacher knows that they are 
undertaking the work. 
Please let us know if your child has tested positive on Day 5, so we can ensure work continues, as 
teachers upload it daily.  
 
Thank you for your support.  

Behaviour 
 

At GCPS we are very proud of our children’s behaviour. 
However, we have noticed recently that children’s manners are 
slipping, and that some low level poor behaviour, such as play 
fighting, name calling, lack of respect for all members of our 
school family, are creeping in. We are going to spend time with 
the children reminding them of our school expectations, and we 
would ask that you reinforce these at home. We refer to them 
as expectations rather than rules, as we aspire to live by them 
each and every day. Our expectations are as follows: 
 
At Garstang Community Primary School, we are a family who 
cares about everyone. 
We live up to the following expectations to make our school a 
happy and safe place to be: 
 
• We are always ready to learn and we let others learn. 
• We work hard and are the best that we can be. 
• We respect ourselves and others. 
• We play safe and friendly games. 
• We look after property and the environment. 

PTA Cookbook 
 

We are excited to 
announce that we 
are producing a 
Garstang 
Community 
Primary School Cookbook! Have 
you got a recipe that you and your 
family love? If you do and you’re 
happy to share it, we would love to 
include it in our book. Please use 
this form to submit your 
recipe https://saronti.com/
garcom Using Password: G&rs1&ng 
Once the recipes are collected and 
the book is designed it will be 
available to order. We think they 
will make lovely gifts 
for family and friends 
and hopefully get the 
children cooking more 
too!    

https://saronti.com/garcom
https://saronti.com/garcom


 
School Activities and Achievements 

 
Some children from Willow, Ash and Oak Class are currently rehearsing hard for  the Wyre and Fylde 
Dance Competition to be held at the Tower Ballroom in Blackpool. We are so excited! They are 
performing to a medley of songs from The Wizard of Oz and we wish them the very best as they 
perform on Monday 7th February! 
We are currently getting support from Sarah (Blue Moose Dance) on Friday afternoons. She is working 
with Ash Class and Rowan Class on dance activities and they are having a great time! 
Ash Class are also lucky enough to be having judo lessons—they are loving them! Their smiling faces 
are a delight to see. Boy, they are fierce! 
Jordan from Fleetwood Town is visiting every Tuesday afternoon—he is looking at football based 
reading activities with a group of children from Beech Class, getting Acorn Class busy with a range of 
Fundamental movements, and running an after school multiskills club for Rowan. Acorn children 
enjoy his visits so much they have renamed Tuesday ‘Jordan-Day’! 
4 Oak Class children attended Garstang Academy to take part in some table tennis coaching and 
games. Miss Yearsley reports that they were fantastic and took part with real enthusiasm. 
Mr Dignan, Mr Wilkinson and I took a group of children to Blackpool Sports Centre on Thursday night 
to take part in the area finals of Sportshall Athletics. It was a brilliant night—the children all tried their 
best and worked very well as a team. We were very proud of them and the way they conducted 
themselves. 
 
You can keep up to date on all that we get up to both in and out of school on our Facebook and 
Twitter pages: 
 
https://www.facebook.com/garstancommunityprimary 
 
https://twitter.com/garstangprimary 

Welfare Vacancy 
 

Do you know someone who is free at 
lunchtimes, and loves to spend time with 
children? We are currently looking to fill 
a welfare vacancy in school. The role is a 
very rewarding one, looking after 
children in the dinner hall, and organising 
games on the playground. The hours are 
Monday to Friday 11:50– 13:05. The 
current rate of pay is Foundation Living 
Wage of £9.50 per hour. The post is 
subject to enhanced DBS clearance and 
excellent references. If you are 
interested, or would like 
a chat about the role, 
please call the school 
office on 01995 603622, 
or come and have a chat 
to me on the playground. 
Come and join our happy team! 

Reading 
 

As I said in October's newsletter, one of 
our School Improvement Priorities this 
year is reading. Being able to read is such 
an important skill that underpins every day 
life enormously. This year, we are really 
concentrating on improving the children’s reading by using 
a ‘Reading for Pleasure’ approach. This means allowing the 
children wherever possible, to choose what they read, even 
within our reading scheme. Research tells us that  if a child 
has chosen a book, they are more likely to read it and, 
hopefully, enjoy it. In order to support this approach in 
school, staff are aiming to read aloud to children daily, 
using a range of texts. In addition,  KS2 children are reading 
for pleasure every day for 30 minutes. Please support us at 
home by ensuring your children are reading as much as 
possible—daily where you can. It can be a comic, a football 
report, reading to their younger sibling. Where possible, 
read to them too. Even our Year 6 children enjoy being read 
to! 

https://www.facebook.com/garstancommunityprimary


 

Diary Dates 

February 
 
4th School Council ‘Snuggly Wuggly’ Day 
7th Wyre and Fylde Dance Competition 
9th Ash Class Assembly for parents 9:15am 
10th School closes for half term 
21st School reopens 
28th Wheelchair Basketball day 
 
March 
 
1st  RNLI Assembly 
 Book Day Dance Festival 
3rd World Book Day 
11th Beech Class Assembly for parents 9:15am 
29th/31st Parents’ Evening 
30th Online Poetry session for Oak and Beech 
  
April 
 
1st School closes for Easter 
19th School reopens 

May 
 
Year 2 SATs will take place during this month. 
9th Year 6 SATs week 
18th Maple Class Trip— Cuerden Valley 
25th Young Voices—Manchester 
27th School closes for half term 
 
June 
 
7th School reopens 
9th Ash Class trip to Footprint 
20/21st Oak Class Bikeability 
30th Acorn Assembly for Parents 9:15am 
 
July 
 
13th Sports Morning and 
picnic 
18/19th Oak Class 
Performance of Charlie and 
the Chocolate Factory 
20th Oak Class Awards Evening 6pm 


