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Dear Parents and Children 
 
Well, we made it! It’s been a funny term, and I am sure next term will have its own trials and 
tribulations, but as ever, the staff and children have shown great resilience and have kept 
smiling throughout! We have had a packed 2 weeks, with so much going on—the perils of 
finishing so early for Christmas! However, lets hope the long break means that we return 
refreshed and re-vitalised, ready to tackle whatever is thrown at us.  
 
We do have a contingency plan, for if we are asked to bubble the children again, and we will 
be ready, whatever the Government decide to do.  
 
Please can I ask that you let us know if your child tests positive in next 3 days, by emailing me 
on head@garstang.lancs.sch.uk. Please don’t phone school—we won’t be here!! If you could 
also lateral flow your child before their return to school, we would be very grateful. Staff will 
continue to lateral flow over the holidays to ensure a safe return in 2022. If your child will be 
self isolating on our return, please give us plenty of notice so that we can arrange online 
learning.  
 
I’m sure you’ll join me in thanking our fantastic staff, who all do such a great job in keeping 
your children happy and safe, and of course, learning! They work tirelessly and I am so 
grateful for their support.  
 
Thank you all for your continued support over the term—it 
really does help that we can work together for the best 
outcomes for the children in our care. We are so proud of 
them and all they achieve. 
 
Have a fantastic Christmas and let’s hope for a better, 
healthier 2022! 
 
Best wishes 
Stephanie Reeves 
Headteacher 

https://twitter.com/garstangprimary
https://www.facebook.com/garstancommunityprimary/
https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/


 
School Activities and Achievements 

 
Two groups of children, from Years 4 and 5 enjoyed some basketball training and played some 
games up at the high school recently. They had great fun, especially those who had never 
played basketball before.  
Oak Class all managed to get to Tower Wood, following a worrying two week run up, and they 
had a marvellous time! The weather wasn’t particularly kind to them, but what an amazing 
bunch they are! They tackled everything with determination and positivity and their smiles in 
the photos say it all!  
We have had some lovely Christmas activities and it was so nice to be able to invite you in to 
school. Huge thanks for following the restrictions we put in place in order to keep everyone 
safe.  
Acorn’s nativity, ‘Christmas Counts’ was delightful—it amazes me every year how the staff 
manage to get 4 and 5 year olds to learn all their lines and songs! 
Rowan and Willow Class performed together in a play simply called, ‘The Nativity’. They were 
super confident and made all of us so proud with their singing and acting. Again, the staff amaze 
me each year with what they achieve with such little ones! 
We held a hastily arranged KS2 Carol Service—it was very simple but also very beautiful—thank 
you to everyone who managed to come. We have decided to make this an annual event, with 
more time to plan and practice next year.  
We had a visit from Debbie from NISCU, who talked to all of the children about the Nativity 
story—the children particularly enjoy her props!! 
Maple Class demonstrated how far they have come with their ukulele playing– they blew our 
socks off.  
Secrets Room was lovely—I hope you enjoy your presents! Thanks to the PTA for their hard 
work in pulling it off.  The PTA Raffle was also a great success—if you have won anything you 
will have been contacted! 
Oak Class really enjoyed a personal safety lesson, delivered by Judo Education, giving them an 
awareness of how to keep safe now that they are older and perhaps venturing out on their own 
a bit more.  
All of the children were lucky enough to watch a panto this year—in fact KS1 saw 2! 
Unfortunately we were unable to walk down to The Free Methodist Church to watch ‘A Satellite 
before Christmas’, however we were able to watch on a link they had previously recorded. KS1 
also had a great time at Blackpool Grand watching  ‘Snow White and the Seven Dwarves’. They 
were a delight to watch—their faces radiated joy! KS2 travelled to Lancaster Dukes to watch 
‘Beauty and the Beast’. This is never a traditional panto, it’s more like theatre, and is always 
beautifully set. Again, their faces were lovely to watch! 
Our keyboard and guitar musicians also treated us to a lovely concert, showing off their skills.  
We also had a delicious Christmas Dinner, cooked by our fab kitchen staff, where we got to 
wear our party hats! Thank you Mrs Bickerstaff, Mrs Smith and Mrs Cooper! 

Staffing News 
We have the delightful news that Mrs Murphy is due to have a baby in May—we are so excited! 
Her maternity leave is advertised and we hope to have news in the new year! 
Mrs Miller in Willow Class has moved on to pastures new, and we welcome Mrs Shillitoe in her 
place. Mrs Howe in Rowan is reducing to one day per week, and being replaced in the first 
instance by Mrs Brindle. We are also lucky enough to be able to employ an apprentice Teaching 
Assistant , and we will welcome Miss Hardy in January, who will work across the school. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Does anyone recognise this certificate??? None of the children want it! We’ve tried to find out but nobody 
is claiming! We can present it in the New Year if we know who it belongs to! 

Diary Dates 
 

January 
 
5th  School re-opens 
20th  PTA Meeting 
28th   Interim reports out 
 
February 
 
9th   Ash Class Assembly for parents  
  9:15am 
10th  School closes for half term 
21st  School re-opens 
 
March 
 
3rd  World Book Day 
11th  Beech Class Assembly for parents  
  9:15 am 
29th/31st Parents’ Evening 4-7 
 
 

April 
 
1st  School closes for Easter 
19th  School re-opens 
 
May 
 
Year 2 SATs will take place during this month. 
9th  Year 6 SATs week 
27th  School closes for half term 
 
June 
 
7th  School re-opens 
9th  Ash Class trip to Footprint 
20/21st Oak Class Bikeability 
30th  Acorn Class Assembly for parents  
  9:15am 
 
July 
 
13th  Sports morning and picnic 
15th  Reports out 
20th  Oak Class Awards Evening 6pm 
21st  School closes for summer. 


