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Dear Parents, Carers and Children 
 
Welcome to the first newsletter of the year. As always it might  be quite long, so make a brew and grab a 
biscuit! Newsletters are monthly (usually the very last day!), and contain a wealth of information, so 
please read them carefully! We always put them on the website as well as emailing them to you. 
 
Firstly, I’d like to welcome new parents and children to our school. It has been lovely meeting you all on 
the playground, and I hope that this will be the start of a long and fruitful partnership between home and 
school.  As well as welcoming 25 news Acorns, we also  welcome Leo in to Oak Class, Kiara into Maple 
Class, Leo and Spencer into Ash Class and Owen, Thea and Kaden into Willow Class.  
 
Thank you to all our parents for your support in the smooth return to school. We hope (everything 
crossed!) to have as normal a year as possible, but we said that last year too! There is some COVID 
related information later on in the newsletter—please read this bit very carefully.  
 
As ever, we have an open door policy—there is always a member of the Senior Leadership Team on duty 
from 8:40 in the morning for a chat. Any messages do need to be given to the office (I tend to have 
forgotten by the time I’ve got in—age is not good on the memory!). Phone and email is always good—but 
the office staff are available from 8:45 onwards too. If it is a form that needs giving in, please use ‘pupil 
post’ - send in with your child and it will go to the office in the daily folder. Staff  will bring the children to 
the doors at the end of the school day and so might be available for a quick chat, or to arrange a longer 
one if needed. Remember that any problems that are dealt with early don’t grow into bigger ones! 
 
Let’s hope for a fabulous year! 
 
Stephanie Reeves 
Headteacher 

Playground works 
 
As you will have noticed, we are unfortunately having to dig up around the playground. 
The electricity cable serving the sewage and rainwater pump has  failed meaning that we 
currently have a temporary generator on site. It was decided that laying a new cable through a ‘soft’ dig 
would be easier and  more economical than digging up the playground. Hopefully, all our gardens will be 
put back to normal once the cable is laid and will be back looking glorious in Spring! 

https://twitter.com/garstangprimary
https://www.facebook.com/garstancommunityprimary/
https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/


 
Uniform 

Thank you all for sending the children back so smart. I know that some 
items of uniform have been difficult to source due to supply issues. As 
I always do, PLEASE can I remind you to name EVERYTHING your child 
might remove in school. At the end of last year I took home 34 
assorted jumpers and cardigans that had no name (see photo!) and, 
despite constantly showing them in classrooms, apparently no owners! Since the beginning of this term, 
3 jumpers have appeared in the Beech/Maple area, with no names and no one wants to claim them. If 
we do reunite an unnamed item of clothing with a child, we will write their name in. The 34 I took home 
have been washed and donated to the PTA uniform shop.  
We are still getting the wrong coloured PE shorts/joggers. Please ensure these are PLAIN BLACK. We did 
say shorts until half term, but I know this week in particular has been cold and wet, so joggers may now 
be worn. Pumps should be in school for dance/gymnastic activity—if your child doesn’t have them they 
will be asked to do the lesson in bare feet as trainers do not give the flexibility needed in dance/
gymnastic activity.  

School Admissions 
 
Year 6 
Parents of Year 6 children should all have received an LCC flyer explaining how to apply for your child’s 
secondary school place. Applications need to be made, online, before 31st October.  
 
Reception 2021 
If your child has their 4th birthday between 1st Sept 2021 and 31st August 2022, you need to apply for a 
place in Reception for next September. Applications for a primary school place need to be completed by 
15th January 2022.  
 
We are hoping to hold an Open Day on Tuesday November 9th, 10-11:30 and 1:30-3. Please tell anyone 
you know with a pre-school child about it.  
 
Applications for both Primary and Secondary School must be made at: 
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/apply-for-a-school-place/  

Flu Vaccinations 
 
These are available to all children 
this year and you should have 
already received the letter with the 
online link to book. These will take 
place on 2nd November. Please 
contact the school office if you 
have lost the link.  

Log Trail 
The rope of the Burma Bridge is 
frayed and needs replacing. The 
order has gone in and we are 
awaiting a replacement. Please 
note that until it is replaced, the 
Burma Bridge is out of bounds.  

Baby Beat Charity Event 
One of our Acorn Mums, Amy, is organising a charity event to 
support Baby Beat , a charity supporting maternity services in our 
local hospitals. It is taking place at The Eagle and Child on Sunday 
31st October from 2-8pm. There will be: 
• A football card 
• Raffle 
• Name the Teddy 
• Hot dogs 
• Cake Auction 
• DJ 
Please support if you can.  

Individual photos will be taken on 5th October. I’m afraid, this 
year we will not be offering the opportunity to have pre-school 
children photographed with their siblings. This would lead to 
congestion and difficulties with social distancing in the foyer. We 
are sorry about this but see no alternative at the moment. We will 
still take sibling photos of pupils in school. 

https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/apply-for-a-school-place/


 

School Lunch News 
 

School lunches remain very popular in school, particularly on a Friday when nearly 70% 
of the children have a school dinner (and several staff too!). Mrs Bickerstaff knows your 
children inside out and works so hard to ensure they enjoy their lunches. Unfortunately, 
Lancashire Catering Services, who provide our kitchen, are now being adversely affected by the supply 
issues that are happening nationally. This means that from next Monday, until at least half term, all 
Lancashire Catering Kitchens are being asked to provide a reduced menu. This will be sent to you in an 
email. We do hope that this is a short term measure and that you will continue to support the school 
kitchen at this time. We will keep you updated as to the situation. 

COVID 19 news 
 

As you know, within school we have been able to work with fewer restrictions since September. It has 
been lovely to see all of the children together in assemblies and at lunchtimes. However, COVID is still 
about, so we remain vigilant. We also have a contingency management plan that we will put in place if 
we need to—this is essentially a return to bubbles and staggered drop off/pick up. Please note that if 
we do need to put restrictions back in place, there may be very little warning. 
Please remain vigilant at home—if your child is showing ANY of the symptoms (persistent cough, high 
temperature or loss of taste or smell), please keep them off school and book a PCR test. So far we have 
only had one confirmed case in school, but we have heard that other local schools are suffering and 
expect to follow suit shortly! We do appreciate that at this time of year, coughs and colds are common, 
but we will ask for children to be picked up if we feel their cough is persistent.  

School Activities and Achievements 
 

Lots of lovely things are allowed to happen in school now, and we have lots of exciting things planned 
for the year (please see the diary section).  
Ash Class have begun their swimming lessons and are doing fantastically well! They are like little fish! 
Jordan from Fleetwood Town Community Trust is coming to school twice a week to support us in our 
sports delivery—he is currently teaching sport in Rowan and Willow Classes, and running a Handball 
club for Beech Class after school. On a Tuesday he is also delivering a programme called Healthy Heads, 
which helps children to keep an active and healthy lifestyle by looking at their mindset. This is currently 
being delivered to Maple and Beech Class. 
Oak and Beech Class are having expert cricket tuition from the Chance to Shine programme and Ash 
and Maple are enjoying a cricket after school club.  
Ukulele lessons have begun in Maple Class and Mr Lupton says they might be the best class he has ever 
taught! I am so looking forward to their Christmas Concert.  
Mr Wilkinson is running a football club for Willow Class, and he is amazed at the talent they are 
showing.  
Miss Julia has started rehearsals for the Blackpool and Fylde Dance Festival, and  Beech and Oak Class 
are loving learning their new routine.  
Mr Tempan came in to assembly to talk to the children about the Great Big Green Week and how the 
children could do their own small bit in helping keep our world a beautiful place to live.  
I was lucky enough to take a team of Year 6 boys to a local school football tournament at Garstang 
Academy. They played brilliantly together and showed amazing sportsmanship. We were delighted to 
come 2nd! 
Maple Class had a great day out at Martin Mere, learning all about how the Celts used to live. They 
took part in thatching, weaving and foraging!! 



Reminders 
 

I always think that the first newsletter of the year is a good opportunity for some reminders of school 
routines. Particularly helpful if you are new to the school too! 
 
Birthday Non-Uniform 
Children may come to school in their own clothes when it is their birthday so that we can all make a fuss! 
Don’t worry if it’s at the weekend or in the holidays - they can come on the school day closest to the day. 
Hair and make up rules still apply. 
Medication 
Only prescribed medication can be given in school. If the medicine says 3 times a day please time these so a 
dose does not have to be taken in school. If it is unavoidable, we will endeavour to administer the 
medication. There is a form that must be filled in before any medication is given. 
Celebration Assembly 

Most Fridays we hold a celebration assembly.  The children may bring in any award they have 
achieved out of school. If badges are included, such as swimming, please seal them in a plastic 
pocket so that they don’t fall out! I do often ask the children about their award, especially if 
they are gymnast of the week or suchlike, so please practise with your child what they might 
say. If your child has been awarded Superstar, Class Star or Learning Hero, their photo will be 
displayed in the foyer and on our Facebook and Twitter pages, and their names will appear 

(hopefully!) in the Courier. 
Snack/Lunches 
Children in Acorn, Rowan and Willow Class receive a piece of fruit each morning, as part of the Government 
scheme, and so they should not be bringing in any snacks. KS2 children (Ash, Maple, Beech and Oak) may 
bring in a healthy snack for morning break. Fresh fruit or veg is best as that is what they are used 
to in KS1. We do not allow sweets, chocolate and crisps. Similarly, sweets, chocolate bars and 
fizzy drinks are not allowed in packed lunch boxes. Small chocolate biscuits such as a Penguin are 
allowed in lunchboxes. 
Children are actively encouraged to bring in a water bottle each day to keep hydrated. This must contain 
plain water only. They may have juice in their drink for lunch. We do send home any rubbish in packed lunch 
boxes so that you can monitor what your child is eating. 
Payments 
Currently, ALL payments must be made online using Parent Pay - all families except Acorn should already 
have a log in. Acorn logins will be sent home when a payment is needed. Dinner money is £2.30 per day and 
MUST be paid two weeks in advance. We cannot allow the Parentpay accounts to be in debt so please 
monitor your balance and ensure that there are always funds on the account. Please ensure your child 
knows each day whether they are having a packed lunch or school dinner - they often forget they have a 
packed lunch and have a dinner instead! Please note that any changes to your lunch pattern must be made 
in writing, and changes can only be made at a half term. 
Earrings 
These must not be worn to school please. If you wish for your child to have their ears pierced, this must be 
done at the start of the long summer holiday, to give them time to heal. 

Scooters/Bikes 
These must not be ridden on the school grounds at any time. Please ensure your child dismounts 
at the gate in a morning, and wheels their scooter across the playground. We often get complaints 
about the way in which children ride their scooter on the pavements outside of school—please 
talk to your child about safe riding! 

Parking 
Parking is always an issue around school. Please can I take this opportunity to ask you to be considerate in 
your parking. With this comes the reminder that parents MUST NOT stop at any time on the zig zag lines 
outside of school. They are there for your child’s safety! Please also note that there is small ‘H’ marking 
opposite the last bungalow at the top of Oak Road. Please do not park over this.  



Diary Dates 
 

We have tried to put in dates for the whole year so that you are able to organise yourself. However, please 
note that they are subject to change, and so please check on subsequent newsletters, where any changes 
will be highlighted. There will also be dates that we will add during the year as trips etc are booked. We 
also haven’t yet set the actual date of the Year 6 Leavers Play—but it will probably be in the week 
commencing 11th July. 
 
In order to make class assemblies more ‘COVID –friendly’ we will be showing the school the dress 
rehearsal, and then doing a separate assembly for parents. So don’t panic if your child says they have done 
their assembly and you thought it was the next day—they will have done it to the school. Parent 
assemblies start at 9:15 am (except Willow ukulele assemblies which are at 2:30pm) 

 
 

October 
 
5th  Individual photos 
6th  Acorn Class Welcome Evening  
  5:45pm (letter to follow) 
8th  Willow Class Assembly for parents  
  (Harvest) 
19th/21st Parents’ Evening 4-7 
20th  Rowan Class trip to Blackpool Zoo 
21st  School closes for half term 
 
November 
 
1st  School re-opens 
2nd  Flu Immunisations 
3rd/4th Life Education visit to school 
9th  Open Day 
12th  Rowan Class Assembly for parents 
15th  Anti-bullying week 
 
December 
 
6th  Oak Class to Tower Wood 
7th  Maple Class ukulele concert 
8th  Acorn Class Nativity 2pm/6pm 
14th  KS2 to Dukes Theatre 
  KS1 to Free Methodist Panto 
15th  Rowan/Willow Class Nativity 2/6pm 
16th  KS1 to Blackpool Grand Panto 
17th  School closes 
 
January 
 
5th  School re-opens 
28th   Interim reports out 

February 
 
8th   Ash Class Assembly for parents 
10th  School closes for half term 
21st  School re-opens 
 
March 
 
3rd  World Book Day 
11th  Beech Class Assembly for parents 
29th/31st Parents’ Evening 4-7 
 
April 
 
1st  School closes for Easter 
19th  School re-opens 
 
May 
Year 2 SATs will take place during this month. 
 
9th  Year 6 SATs week 
27th  School closes for half term 
 
June 
 
7th  School re-opens 
30th  Acorn Class Assembly for parents 
 
July 
 
13th  Sports morning and picnic 
15th  Reports out 
20th  Oak Class Awards Evening 6pm 
21st  School closes for summer. 

We usually hold Curriculum Evenings in October so that you can visit your child’s classroom and meet 
their teacher. Last year we made video tours available instead, and these proved popular. More 
parents were reached in this way, so we have decided to do this again this year. Links will be sent to 
you very soon to see your child’s class and teacher via a video link. 



 
Garstang 

Community 
Primary  
School 

 
would like to invite prospective parents and pupils to visit 

the fantastic facilities on offer.  
Visit us on our 

 

OPEN DAY 
 

Tuesday 9th November 2021 
 

between 10:00am and 11:30am 
or 

between 1:30pm and 3:00pm 
 
 

If you are unable to make these times, please phone 
school on 01995 603622 to make an individual 

appointment. 


