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Dear Parents and Children 
 
Well, what a year that was! Much as I love my job, our school and your children, I will be quite happy 
when the bell rings on Tuesday afternoon and we can shut the door on what has been at times, a difficult 
and trying experience! Reflecting on the last 16 months, however, I must say what positive and resilient 
young people we have. They have coped amazingly well with everything that has been thrown at them, 
and I have been incredibly proud to see how they have supported one another  and not  complained 
when their activities have been curtailed. I would also like to thank you for your support over this time, 
for the many kind words and deeds that have made it all that little bit easier. What a wonderful school 
family we have! 
 
Obviously massive thanks go also to the fantastic staff team we have here in school. Their adaptation to 
teaching online was swift and they went way out of their comfort zones with live lessons! Support staff 
were here every day during the lockdown, ensuring our key workers could do their jobs, including office, 
kitchen and welfare staff. They have been supportive of me all the way through and I quite simply 
couldn’t have done any of it without them. They are the rocks on which this school is built, and what 
incredibly solid foundations they provide.  
 
I would like to take this opportunity to wish everyone a happy and enjoyable summer holiday, whatever 
you do. For those of you with their last little one leaving Year 6, we wish you all well on your journey, and 
we hope that you and your children will continue to visit us and keep us up to date with all your 
achievements. This year’s Year 6 have been such fun and we will miss them dreadfully! 
 
Please note that we break up for summer on TUESDAY 20th JULY! 
 
Thank you 
 
Steph Reeves 
Headteacher 

End of Year Reports 

 
End of year reports will go home on Friday 16th July.  I have read every one of them and they have been 
a joy to read! The children have worked so incredibly hard over the year and their reports are a real 
celebration of this. Please ensure the acknowledgement slip is returned ASAP—we are filing them in the 
children’s presentation books for them to reflect on in Year 6.  

https://twitter.com/garstangprimary
https://www.facebook.com/garstancommunityprimary/
https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/


 
September Return 

 
We have received the operational guidance for schools ready for our September return. This informs us 
that we no longer need to operate in bubbles, and in essence, things can go back to normal. However, 
there is the caveat that if needed, restrictions in school may be re-instated on a local level if cases 
continue to rise. One of the biggest changes will be that children under the age of 18 will no longer need 
to self-isolate if they have been a close contact. However, they will be encouraged to take a PCR test. 
This does mean that we hope that whole classes will not need to learn from home if we have one 
confirmed case. However, we ask that you please remain vigilant to the symptoms of COVID 19 and keep 
your child at home whilst awaiting test results. Obviously, children who do test positive will still be 
expected to self isolate.  
School operating times:  This will go back to the times we had pre-Covid. Children should not arrive on 
the playground before 8:45. The bell will be rung at 8:50, and the children will have a ten minute 
window in which to make sure they are in school. Doors will be locked at 9:00. School will end for 
everyone at 3:20.  
Stationery: Children will no longer need to provide their own colouring materials. All stationery will be 
provided by school, and so we will not be allowing pencil cases in any class. Children will need a school 
satchel type bag or a SMALL rucksack  - please remember that we have very limited cloakroom space! 
Uniform: We will expect children to be in full school uniform in September: 
• Grey trousers, skirt, school shorts or pinafore (Summer dress may be worn in September if the 

weather is warm).  
• White polo shirts  
• Red sweatshirt or cardigan 
• Red, black, grey or white socks or tights 
• Black shoes 
No jewellery must be worn (including no earrings). If you are planning to get your child’s ears pierced, 
this MUST be done at the start of the school holidays so that they are able to be removed when school 
restarts. A wristwatch is allowed. Hair should be tied back with discrete hair accessories or the school 
bows supplied by Mrs Pedder. Please save large bows for parties! Shaved/patterned cuts/Mohican style 
cuts are not allowed.  
PE Days: We have made the decision that children will continue to come to school in their PE kits on PE 
days. However, we have noticed that all kinds of kit that is not school uniform has been creeping in. 
Please note that the PE kit is: 
Plain white crew neck t-shirt (school logo ones are available). 
Loose fitting black shorts 
Red sweatshirt/cardigan.  
Children may wear loose fitting black joggers (unbranded) for outdoor PE from November to April. 
Shorts will still be required for indoor PE. Pumps are needed for indoor work, but trainers may be worn 
for outdoor PE. (Please ensure these are Velcro if your child cannot tie laces!) 
Thank you for your support in making our children look so smart!  
Please, please, please make sure all clothing is named. We are ending the year with about 20 jumpers 
and cardigans that apparently belong to no-one! If they are named they are so much easier to reunite 
with their owners! 

Summer Homework! 
The summer holidays are a great time for a rest and to recharge batteries. However it is 
also a really long time to be away from school. Please make sure that your child 
continues to spend lots of time reading, and practicing maths facts such as number 
bonds and times tables. They could also write a diary over the summer of all the things 
they got up to. We need to keep all their skills fresh, ready for them to make a flying 
start in September. It really does a child’s confidence the world of good if they are not 
feeling ‘rusty’ on their return! 



School Activities 
 

Maple Class have come to the end of their ukulele lessons and they sound amazing! With the 
help of Mr Lupton and Mrs Murphy they have learned some great songs and their videoed 
concert was on Facebook. We hope that some of them continue to learn next year, and also 
look forward to the new Maple Class getting their hands on them! 
 
Our transition mornings worked really well and the children had a great time meeting their new teachers. It 
always makes me smile to see how meek and quiet they are on these days! 
 
Willow Class had a really fun trip to Leighton Hall where they did lots of outdoor activities including playing in 
the mud kitchen, hammering nails into wood, toasting marshmallows and bug hunting! The weather was 
fantastic and the pictures on Facebook just show what an enjoyable day they had! 
 
Sports Day was a great occasion—and the first time we had physically been together as a 
whole school since COVID began. The children sat in socially distanced bubbles but it still felt 
like we were together. I must admit to having a huge lump in my throat to hear them all chant 
‘Good afternoon Mrs Reeves’ as one! The children really enjoyed their races and cheered each 
other on beautifully. The only thing that was missing was the parents! But hopefully next year 
we can all be back together again! 
 

Rowan Class had a lovely day at Humblescough Farm with Mr Seddon, making waterproof dens, 
creating wands and looking for pirate treasure! Mr Seddon really does make the day magical for the 
children, and they really love being in the great outdoors! 
 

Oak Class have spent the last couple of weeks rehearsing their play based on the novel ‘Wonder’ by RJ Palacio. 
They have sung and danced every day, ensuring that they were perfect. Then came the disappointment of not 
being able to perform to their parents. However, we ensured that they had a live audience, by letting bubbles 
of children watch their show. They were amazing! The confidence and skill they showed was second to none 
and we couldn’t be prouder of them! We did have the play professionally filmed so that parents are able to see 
for themselves what a talented bunch they are! We are really going to miss them when they’ve gone and look 
forward to the awards evening and BBQ on the school field on Monday! 

Diary Dates 
July        
19th  Oak Class Awards Evening  
20th  School closes for Summer  
       
September       
2nd  School reopens for Year 1-6  
6th  Reception Class start school  
24th  Maple Class trip to Martin Mere 
  
October        
5th  Individual and Family Photos 
21st  Half term 
     
November       
1st  School reopens    
3rd/4th Life Education visit 
 
December 
17th  School closes 

Introducing SCART Club 2021.  

Do you want to earn prizes, complete activities in five 
different zones, get free admission to a museum and 
receive a certificate? Then the SCART Club is for you! 

 

 

 

 

Pop into Garstang Library to find out about this year’s 
SCART Club. Children will receive prizes and stickers for 
reading books, and the school with the highest number of 
books read gets a certificate, so don’t forget to tell them 
that you are a proud member of GCPS! Children will also 
receive a ‘Purple ticket’ giving them entry to an LCC 
museum for free! 


