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Dear Parents and Children, 
 
Well, I’m not sure if Summer is ever going to make an appearance! I think it is supposed to get warmer in 
time for half term, but I’m not holding my breath! 
 
A polite reminder that, because of INSET days, we break up this half term on THURSDAY 27th May, and 
return to school on TUESDAY 8th June. Our final day at school for this academic year is TUESDAY 20th 
July. You can find term dates for the next academic year on our school website at:     https://
garstangcommunityprimary.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Holiday-Dates-2021-2022.pdf 
 
As national restrictions begin to lift, we are still ruled by the Government’s Schools’ Operational Guidance 
and our own Risk Assessments. If the roadmap goes to plan, and social distancing restrictions are eased 
on June 21st, we will review our risk assessments in light of the revised operational guidance. Even if we 
can go back to ‘normal’ (do any of us remember what that looked like?!), we will still continue to follow 
certain routines until the end of term. I am really hopeful though to be able to invite you to Sports Day, 
and I really can’t wait to hold a full school assembly that doesn’t involve any technology whatsoever! It’s 
so sad to think that for some of our children, they have never experienced us being together as a whole 
school family in person! 
 
Thank you for your support over the last few months—I hope you have a really lovely half term and are 
able to get out and about and visit family. 
 
Stephanie Reeves 
Headteacher. 

Mrs Mortimer 
As I mentioned in my last newsletter, Mrs Mortimer is 
leaving us at the end of this half term. Mrs Mortimer has 
worked at GCPS for nearly 19 years, and has been a 
dedicated and creative member of staff. We will really 
miss her, but we know that she is off to have adventures 
of her own. In the first instance, we will have a temporary 
member of staff working across Year 4 and 5, and Mrs 
Walsh will also divide her time between the 2 classes. We 
hope to appoint a teaching assistant to work in Maple 
Class in September. 

Relationships and Sex Education (RSE) 
 
You should have received an email this 
week with the RSE policy attached, an 
overview of the PHSE curriculum and an 
invite to a zoom meeting to be held at 6pm 
on Wednesday 9th June. This meeting will 
give you the opportunity to ask questions 
about what we will be covering. Thank you 
to all who have asked for the meeting link—
this will be sent on Tuesday 8th June.  

https://twitter.com/garstangprimary
https://www.facebook.com/garstancommunityprimary/
https://garstangcommunityprimary.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Holiday-Dates-2021-2022.pdf
https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/


Diary Dates—please add to your calendar! 

School Activities and Achievements 
 

It’s been another busy month of activities and it’s been really lovely to see the first of the trips going 
out. 
 
Oak Class missed their opportunity to go on their residential to Tower Wood, despite us rebooking 
twice! Therefore Mr Wilkinson and Mrs Robinson organised a week of adventurous activities for them, 
which they enjoyed immensely. On Monday, they visited Beacon Fell and undertook a range of activities 
such as orienteering, den making, matching photos. On Tuesday, following their study of The Spook’s 
Apprentice by local author Joseph Delaney, they had a guided hike up Pendle Hill. They had glorious 
weather for this and learned a lot about local customs and historical beliefs. On Wednesday, they 

travelled to Dungeon Ghyll in the Lakes, where they spent the day ghyll scrambling and 
rock climbing. This was followed by a very soggy and long walk to Nicky Nook, from 
school, on Thursday. The final day of their week was spent at Fairhaven Lake, kayaking 
and orienteering. They had the most amazing week and there were smiling faces every 

day. I was amazed that they all got to the end of the week! Thank you to the staff who organised and 
helped, the parents for ensuring they were kitted out, and the children for showing determination and 
resilience. It was a character building week and we saw so many smiles each and every day! 
All of the activities mentioned in the last newsletter continued through May, with children having the 
opportunity to take part in a wide range of fun activities such as fencing, cricket and dance. The second 
half of Oak Class completed their day of Bikeability training and we received fabulous feedback from the 
providers.  
Ash Class were able to go swimming from the start of May—their faces on that first 
lesson were a delight to see! 
Oak Class are currently practicing for their end of year production of ‘Wonder’. I can 
actually hear them right now singing and dancing in the hall, and it’s just lovely. They have had a day of 
dance with Blue Moose Dance, ensuring that they have all the moves! There is another day with the 

dance company early on in the next half term, to ensure that they are step perfect on the 
night! 
I was really lucky to accompany a group of 7 Willow Class children to Poolfoot Farm in 
Thornton for a KS1 football tournament. They were great fun to be with and it was so lovely 
to be out of school doing something different! The children played amazingly well, only 

losing one game in the whole competition and coming runners up. Mr Dignan and I were super proud of 
them! 
A group of Beech Class children represented us at a netball tournament at Stanley Park. Again—they 
were amazing and had a brilliant time, playing well as a team and really showing some great skills.  
Maple Class were able to go on their class trip to Cuerden Valley—this supports their science and 
geography work on rivers and the water cycle. They had a wet day for it but had great fun, and even told 
me that they’d caught a fish! 

June 
 
8th (Tues!) School opens 
  Oak Class Blue Moose Dance Day 
15th  Ash Class to Footprint 
21st  Beech Class to Haigh Hall 
23rd  Acorn Class to Humblescough Farm 
 
 

July 
1st  Induction/Transition morning 
2nd  Willow Class to Leighton Hall 
6th  Induction/Transition morning 
7th  Sports Day 
8th  Rowan Class to Humblesough Farm 
16th  Reports home 
20th  School closes for Summer 


