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Dear Parents and Children 
 
Well, we clearly angered whoever is in charge of the weather by daring to think Summer had arrived and 
using the field on Monday! It appears that winter decided to return on Tuesday! Fingers crossed the 
warm weather will soon make a reappearance, as the children really love the field, and it eases the 
pressure for safe ‘bubble’ play areas for us too! As the weather (hopefully!) warms up, please ensure that 
your child comes to school with a named sunhat, a full bottle of water, and with suncream applied.  
 
I hope you had a fabulous Easter break and managed to get out and about a bit. As the restrictions start 
to ease, we are making plans to allow us to do more in school. Day trips are now encouraged, and lots of 
end of year trips are now being organised! It seems so long since we have been able to go out for the day. 
We understand that the cost of a day trip can sometimes be daunting, but we hope that you agree that 
after missing out on so much, the children really deserve the excitement of a trip out. If you really are 
struggling to pay for a trip do let us know and we can see what we can do.  
 
We have made plans for the end of the year that hopefully we can carry out, whatever the restrictions 
are. Short of another lockdown, we should be able to carry out all that we have planned. 
 
Remember that Monday 3rd May is a national Bank Holiday, and we shall see you all as normal on 
Tuesday 4th May. 
 
Thank you as ever for your continued support.                                  
 
Stephanie Reeves 
Headteacher 

Staffing 
 
After Easter, we welcomed our new Site 
Supervisor, Mr Meadows, and our 2 new 
Teaching Assistants, Mrs Howe and Mrs Miller, 
to our school team. They are settling in 
beautifully and have hit the ground running. We 
will be saying goodbye to Mrs Mortimer at the 
May half term, after  19 years at our school.  

Parents’ Evening 
You should, by now, have made your appointment 
for Parents’ Evening, via the SCOPay site. I 
understand we had some glitches; thanks to the 
office for sorting these so quickly. As we are still 
under the National Restrictions, we are continuing 
these by telephone—staff will be using their own 
phones, so please look out for ‘unknown number’ 
coming up at the time of your appointment.  

https://twitter.com/garstangprimary
https://www.facebook.com/garstancommunityprimary/
https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/


 

Activities and Achievements 
 

We’ve lots of sporting activities going on at the moment. On Tuesdays, Beech Class are 
undertaking the Move and Learn programme with Corey from FTFCCT, where they are 
gaining more of an understanding about how exercise and healthy living can contribute 
to a healthy mindset. Willow and Maple Class are having enormous fun in dance 
lessons with Sarah from Blue Moose Dance Company. I’ve had to join in the hand jive 
dances myself! On Thursdays, Jack from FTFCCT is working with the staff and pupils in 
Willow and Oak Class on their curriculum PE, and then running a multiskills 
club after school for Willow Class. Garstang Cricket Club are teaching Maple, 
Beech and Oak Class some cricket skills—after the last test in India, perhaps 
they are talent scouting too—we certainly need it! On Wednesdays, Judo 
Education are running fencing lessons for Ash Class—it’s a lovely opportunity 
for them to try something new.  Tuesday mornings are really chilled for Acorn and 
Rowan—they are relaxing with Emma from the Yogi Group during their yoga sessions. 
Then Beech Class also have Tag Rugby club after school, and Oak are undertaking 
football training after school too. Wow! Until I wrote it all  down I didn’t realise how 

much we had going on! 
Every year, Year 6 are able to undertake their ‘Bikeability’ training 
(it was called cycling proficiency back in the day!). With COVID 
restrictions the trainers can only take half a class at a time, but 
Group 1 have already had their day, and really enjoyed themselves. 
Group 2 will be doing theirs in May.  

Catch Up Funding 
 

Following two school lockdowns over the last year, 
the Government have made funding available to all 
schools that they are calling ‘catch up funding’. The 
school can use this in a variety of ways to ensure 
that the children in school are not disadvantaged 
by the two school closures. We have used it so far 
to give additional teacher and teaching assistant 
support to the children in our school and to buy 
extra resources, in order to ensure that in time, ALL 
children will be meeting their academic potential. 
This may mean that your child is being taught in a 
small group or individually for a small portion of 
the day to really target specific 
areas identified to support 
their learning. Please do not be 
concerned by this—it’s a great 
opportunity for us to add to 
the support all of our children 
already get.  

Lake District Mighty Hike 
 

Two of our parents, Jenny and Rob Shillitoe, 
are undertaking the Lake District Mighty Hike 
in September in order to raise funds for 
Macmillan Cancer Support, and in support of 
Team Zara—the family and friends of our little 
girl in Ash Class currently undergoing cancer 
treatment. Rob and Jenny will undertake the 
26-mile trek in September and have a Just 
Giving page to help them in their quest to raise 
money for Macmillan. You can find their page 
at the following link, if you wish to donate: 
 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/
teamzaramightyhike2021 
 
Thanks Rob and Jenny for supporting such a 
worthwhile cause that is so close to our hearts.  

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/teamzaramightyhike2021
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/teamzaramightyhike2021


 
Lollipop Sue 

 
As you may have  seen on our Facebook and 
Twitter page, Lollipop Sue turned 21 last 
week!  She is hugely 
popular and very well 
loved by generations 
of children. Huge 
thanks to her for all 
she does and for 
always having a smile 
on her face. Thanks 
also to Michelle 
Fairclough who made 
a  beautiful cake for 
Sue!   

End of Year Activities 
 

We are desperate to ensure that the children are 
able to take part in typical end of year activities 
that they missed out on last year. We have tried 
to plan things so that the only thing that will stop 
the activities is if school has to shut due to a 
lockdown. As yet we are unsure of which, if any , 
of these parents will be able to attend, but we 
will keep you posted. We will be holding a Sports 
Day. It may yet be closed to parents, dependent 
on restrictions. Oak Class will do an end of year 
play that may have to be recorded if current 
restrictions remain. We will be undertaking two 
‘moving up’ sessions for the children to go into 
their new classrooms with their new teachers, 
and we hope to invite our new Reception 
children in on those days too.  Please check the 
diary section for important dates.  Diary 

 
May 
3rd  May Day—school  
  closed 
4th  Parents’ Evening 
6th  Swimming starts—
  Ash Class 
  Parents’ Evening 
12th  Oak Class Group 2 Bikeability 
14th  Oak Class Blue Moose Dance Day 
17th-21st Oak Class Adventure Week 
20th  Maple Class to Cuerden Valley 
27th(Thurs!) School closes for half term. 
 
June 
8th (Tues!)  School open 
  Oak Class Blue Moose Dance Day 
21st  Beech Class to Haigh Hall 
23rd  Acorn Class to Humblescough Farm 
 
July 
1st  Induction/Transition morning 
2nd  Willow to Leighton Hall 
6th  Induction/Transition morning 
7th  Sports Day 
8th  Rowan Class to Humblesough Farm 
16th  Reports home 
20th  School closes for Summer 
 
Leavers’ assembly and Ash Class trip TBA 

Reminders 
 

Just a couple of reminders for you: 
• Children are not allowed to scoot or bike on 

the school premises. This is due to 
accidents we have had in the past. Please 
could your child dismount at the gate and 
push their scooter/bike to the racks. 

• Summer uniform may now be worn. All 
children should be back in school shoes 
now, except on PE days. Please remember 
that sandals are not allowed.  

• Please ensure that any clothing your child 
might remove is CLEARLY named. Now is 
the time of year that the children discard 
clothing willy nilly and we spend hours 
trying to hunt down owners of cardigans 
and sweatshirts! 

• Shoulder length hair must be fully tied back 
(no part ponytails please). Hair bows should 
be small and in school colours. Definitely no 
JoJo bows! No Mohicans, or shaved 
patterns either please.  

• Dinners must be paid for in advance using 
ParentPay. Please only change the pattern 
at half term holidays, and give school at 
least 2 weeks’ notice.  

• Please remember that for now the Log Trail 
and Sensory garden are closed to children 
before and after school.  


