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Dear Parents and Children 
 
How wonderful the last three weeks have been—having all of our school family back together has 
been amazing. That first morning, I walked up the stairs from the playground at 9 o’clock to be 
greeted by the buzz of happy children excitedly reconnecting with their friends and teachers!  
 
The last year has, at times, been trying and difficult. At other times it has been uplifting and 
wonderful. To think that this time last year, I had never used Google Classroom, Zoom, or even 
thought about how we might teach online—it’s amazing to see how far we have come. We have 
only been able to get this far by working together and I can’t thank you all enough for the support 
you gave your children, and us! I also must credit the staff too—again, if I had told them a year 
ago that they would be taken so far out of their comfort zones, and absolutely smash it, I don’t 
think they would have believed me! I certainly couldn’t have survived this last year without their 
enthusiasm and bravery and for that I thank them.  
 
Although we remain in bubbles and are still bound by many restrictions, I feel that I can see light 
at the end of the tunnel. Who knows what the Summer Term will bring? All I do know is that we 
will continue to work together to ensure our children remain the happy, positive, hardworking 
bunch they are. They are my reason for coming to work each and every day with a  smile on my 
face—I really do have the very best job in the world! 
 
Stephanie Reeves 
Headteacher 

Sad Goodbyes...and Exciting Hellos! 
 

As stated in my last newsletter, Mrs Wareing will be retiring on Friday, after many years service 
to our school. We will be really sad to see her go, but know that when restrictions allow, she will 
be off in the caravan to visit her granddaughter, and really enjoying life! Mrs Bhagat-Lowe also 
leaves us at Easter—she is becoming a student again! We also have lost Mrs Oates at 
lunchtimes—we really miss her smiling face! I know you will join me in wishing them all health 
and happiness in their future endeavours! 
 
After Easter we will be welcoming three new members of staff to our team. Mr Meadows will join 
us as our new Site Supervisor, ensuring our buildings and grounds are safe and welcoming for 
all. Mrs Howe (whom many of you will know as Aunty MJ from Oak Tree Nursery) will be working 
in Rowan Classroom in the mornings and one afternoon, and also covering lunchtimes.  Mrs 
Miller will be working Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday, mainly in Willow Class, and 
occasionally in Rowan too.  
I know you will all make our new members of staff very welcome.  

https://twitter.com/garstangprimary
https://www.facebook.com/garstancommunityprimary/
https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/


 

School Activities 
 

We are currently still restricted to the visitors we can have in school, and we are currently not 
allowed to go on any educational visits. However we still have plenty going on to make the 
children’s learning fun and exciting. 
World Book Day was great, and the children had really made a fabulous effort with their hats. 
There were lots of different activities going on during the week with author web chats a real 
highlight.  
 
Jack from Fleetwood Town Football Club Community Trust is back in on Thursdays. This term 
he has worked at lunchtimes with Rowan and Ash Classes, and in PE lessons with Acorn and 

Maple Classes.  
 
Music lessons have resumed—Maple Class are really doing well with their ukuleles  - 
the online lessons have certainly paid off! Mr Harding is back teaching keyboard and 
guitar, and Mr Boardman is teaching our brass players. It really is lovely to hear the 
music around school, as we are still not able to hold assemblies and sing together. I 
never thought I’d miss singing so much! 
 
We are really looking forward to the Easter Bingo being held in classes this Friday—

don’t forget it’s a non-uniform day too! 
 
After Easter, we’ve lots going on in school. Acorn and Rowan Class will be taught 
yoga as part of their PE curriculum, Willow and Maple will be undertaking dance 
classes with Blue Moose Dance Company, and the upper juniors are starting cricket 
lessons (judging by England’s recent performance in India, they could be scouting for 
talent!).  
 
We don’t yet know what we can do around traditional summer activities such as trips and 
sports days. Current guidance would not allow it, but we are unsure as to when this guidance 
will be reviewed. We will keep you posted.  

Parents’ Evening 
 
We were scheduled to have a Parents’ 
Evening before Easter, but we have decided 
to postpone it until the end of April. I will 
confirm the date after Easter. We really 
wanted the children to settle back into 
school, and look at where we need to go with 
them, so that we can base our discussions 
around that. Please remember though, that 
any immediate concerns can be shared with 
the class teacher after school or by making a 
phone appointment.  

Parking 
Please can I ask that everyone is considerate with their parking before and 
after school? We have had one or two complaints both about parking, and 
about people stopping on the yellow zig zags outside school. Please 

ensure that you are not blocking residents’ access. There is a very small ‘H’ marking at the top 
of Oak Road (Larch Grove end), that is easily missed. The yellow zig zags are there for your 
child’s safety—under no circumstances should you stop on them. Thank you.  

Uniform 
Thank you for sending your children back 
looking so smart. As we are approaching 
the warmer weather (hopefully), children 
may start to wear their summer uniform if 
they wish. This is a red checked/striped 
dress or grey school shorts. Please 
remember to check that all clothing is 
clearly named—jumpers and cardigans will 
be slung off with abandon in the next few 
weeks! A reminder that all children should 
be in school shoes unless it is PE day. 
Open-toed sandals are not allowed , even in 
summer—sorry! 


