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Dear Parents, Carers and Children,  
 
The last week of term already! And the end of a year we will never forget! Let’s hope 2021 brings 
us better fortune, and some return to normality!  I think this last few weeks  has really 
highlighted to us just how much things have changed. As a school we have tried hard to make 
sure that the children have not missed out on normal Christmas activities, and that they have 
enjoyed the replacements we have managed to put in place for them.  
 
My huge thanks go to the staff in school, who have worked tirelessly this term and ensured that 
your children have had a great education, despite any restriction we have had to put in place. 
When I look at Facebook and Twitter and see all they have been up to, it amazes me! We have 
continued to have 4 assemblies a week, where we feel that we are together as a school family, 
and visiting each class with the I-Pad on a Friday remains the highlight of my week! 
 
As I said in my email last week, we have chosen not to close early this term, and will continue in 
school until Friday 18th December.  
 
Thank you for all your kind words and support over the term. I hope you manage to have a calm 
and peaceful Christmas and let’s hope that 2021 is a fabulous year! 
 
See you all on TUESDAY January 5th. 
 
Stephanie Reeves  
Headteacher 

Reporting Cases of COVID—19 in the Christmas Holidays 
 

If a child that attends our school develops coronavirus symptoms on the Saturday or Sunday 
after school closes, they must take a test and school must be informed if the test returns a 
positive result . School need to be informed so that we can contact staff and parents of children 
who might be at risk of infection.  If there is a positive case, all contacts will  now be asked to self
-isolate for 10 days. If symptoms develop from Monday onwards, then you would follow the 
normal track and trace system. I will be checking my emails up until 5pm on Christmas Eve, so if 
a positive test comes back from a test taken at the weekend, you MUST email 
head@garstang.lancs.sch.uk  as this will be the only email address that is being monitored.  

https://twitter.com/garstangprimary
https://www.facebook.com/garstancommunityprimary/
https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/


 
Internet Safety 

 
At this time of year, children are often receiving new devices as presents. 
Please ensure that you have set up parental controls before giving the 
device to a child. We have some good safety tips on our website and I 

often re-tweet things from the Safer Internet team. Websites such as the BBC ‘Own it’ and 
‘Think U Know’ pages are a wealth of information for both parents and children alike. I 
have been made aware this week of an online game called ‘Among Us’, where a child had 
been able to exchange What’s App messages with a stranger. Whilst the internet can be a 
fantastic resource, it can also be incredibly dangerous, and no matter how much we as a 
school and you as a parents remind children about safety, they are often carried away in 
the moment. This is why parental controls are so vital in keeping our children safe.  

School Admissions 
 
A reminder that places for Reception Class in 
September 2021 MUST be applied for by 
January 15th. You must apply, even if you 
have an older child in the school. 
Applications can be made at: 
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-
education-families/schools/apply-for-a-
school-place/apply-for-a-primary-school-
place/  

Christmas Activities 
 

COVID—19 hasn’t stopped us having fun in the run up to Christmas! The infant classes have 
all done their own Nativity, which we filmed and you should have had the link to. Then the 
Juniors all learned 2 Christmas songs which, again we recorded for you. Oak Class’s 
reworking of Last Christmas is inspired! (and that comes from an avid Wham! Fan!). They all 
looked fantastic in their festive wear last week. Each class had the opportunity to visit the 
Secrets Room, with Oak, Beech and Maple Classes all attempting to wrap their own 
presents! Thank you so much to the PTA for arranging it so that we could continue with this 
marvellous tradition.  
This week we have 2 pantomimes to watch—one paid for by the Free Methodist Church, 
and one paid for by PTA, and a kind donation from a friend of the 
school.  
Wednesday is our Christmas Dinner Day and party day. Children 
may come to school in party clothes that day. They will still be 
playing out so please ensure that they are dressed 
appropriately—normal hair, make up and sensible shoe rules 
apply. As we did last year, in our efforts to reduce plastic waste, 
we have ditched the crackers and each child has made their own 
party hat. I can’t wait to see them all! 

Boiler Works 
 
As you may have noticed the work to 
replace our boilers has now finished. We 
are really pleased with them. There is 
some outstanding work to be completed in 
the February half term, to replace the 
classroom heaters. The ones that have 
already been replaced are very impressive, 
keeping the children very toasty!  

https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/apply-for-a-school-place/apply-for-a-primary-school-place/
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/apply-for-a-school-place/apply-for-a-primary-school-place/
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/apply-for-a-school-place/apply-for-a-primary-school-place/
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/apply-for-a-school-place/apply-for-a-primary-school-place/

