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Dear Parents, Carers and Children, 
 
Just as we thought 2020 would never end, November seems to have passed by in the blink of an eye! 
Things within school continue to go well, even though we are still restricted to bubbles. The children are 
coping brilliantly; in fact as I write I can hear Oak Class fencing in the hall, and, with nativity practices 
starting, it almost seems normal. I did email a flyer at the weekend for CAMHS Mental Health Drop-ins, if 
you are concerned about your child’s mental health, and concerns they have that are causing them added 
anxiety. We are closely monitoring this in school, and this year are taking part in a Pupil Attitude 
Questionnaire, which has been developed by Lancashire County Council, to try to pick up any ill effects of 
school closures and COVID 19 on children. The questionnaire is repeated every couple of months and we 
can compare our results with Lancashire averages, and hopefully pick up any issues. There is also a 
parental survey—thank you to those who filled this in last time. I will email the link again next week.  
 
We are trying hard to make sure that the children aren’t missing out too much over the run up to 
Christmas, so we have detailed in the letter what we are hoping to achieve. Obviously, we can’t guarantee 
anything at the moment, and things may change at a moment’s notice. We will keep you informed as 
things develop. 
 
Thank you for your continued support.  
 
Stephanie Reeves 

A HUGE PLEA!! 
 

Please, please, please can you ensure that your 
child’s clothing is clearly named? We have had a 
pile of jumpers and cardigans that no-one is 
claiming and even a couple of lost coats. We try 
our very hardest to reunite clothing with 
children, but it seems to be getting more and 
more difficult. When you think there could be 20 
other children wearing the same style and size of 
clothing as your child, if they aren’t named, the 
job becomes impossible. Any unclaimed clothing 
will now be donated to the PTA clothing shop.  

School Improvements 
 

Our new boilers are now installed and up and 
running. The two old ones were both about the size 
of small cars, these ones are more the size of 
household boilers!! I was amazed when I saw them. 
We are lovely and toasty warm now. Three of our 
old fan heaters have been replaced, the rest will be 
replaced in February half term.  All of this work was 
funded by Lancashire County Council, for which we 
are very grateful! Hopefully we will see a difference 
in our fuel bills too. Ash Class has also had a new 
interactive board installed in their classroom as 
their old one was not working well.  

https://twitter.com/garstangprimary
https://www.facebook.com/garstancommunityprimary/
https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/


 

Christmas! 
 

Christmas seems to be creeping up fast - we only have 3 full weeks of term left! Our  
hope is that we are able to keep things as normal as possible for the children. Each  
KS1 class are performing their own Nativity, which we will record and send you a  
private link to. KS2 children are singing some traditional and contemporary  
Christmas songs, which we shall also record and send you a link to.  
We have everything crossed in the hope that our KS2 trip to the Dukes Theatre to see  
Sleeping Beasty will still go ahead—Ash and Maple Class are due to go on Tuesday 15th,  
and Beech and Oak on Friday 18th. Thank you to the PTA for helping fund the coaches.  I wrote 
this on Wednesday and have come back to it on Thursday to say that with huge regret these two 
trips cannot now go ahead, due to the latest restrictions announced, and Lancashire being in Tier 

3. I cannot tell you how sad this has made us all. 
Secrets Room will be a bit different this year, with the wrapping being done in 
classes by school staff. This means that it might all take a bit longer, and gifts might 
take a few days to make it home. Please can you ensure your child knows who they 
are buying for.  Please send a named carrier bag into school before 7th December.  
Garstang Free Methodist Church has kindly funded an online pantomime for us 

called “A Very Merry Covid-Cancelled Christmas’’.  We shall be watching it on Thursday 17th 
December.  
The children will have a Christmas lunch and their party on December 16th, when they may come 
to school in party clothes. 

School Admissions 
 
A reminder that places for Reception Class in 
September 2021 MUST be applied for by 
January 15th. You must apply, even if you have 
an older child in the school. Applications can be 
made at: 
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-
education-families/schools/apply-for-a-school-
place/apply-for-a-primary-school-place/  

PTA 
 
Despite restrictions the PTA are still working really 
hard behind the scenes, trying to organise great 
fundraisers. We must thank the PTA and all of our 
parents for their continued generosity. The PTA have 
recently agreed to  help fund new reading books for 
KS1, a 3D printer, Christmas presents, coaches for 
The Dukes and musical instruments. We don’t know 
what we would do without them! 

Blue Peter Book Awards 
 
We are so excited to have been chosen as one of 12 schools in the 
country to be judging the 2021 Blue Peter Book Awards.  16 children 
from Oak and Beech Classes have been selected to read and judge 6 
books, 3 fiction and 3 non-fiction, and all received brand new copies of 

each one.  During Lockdown, some of our parents kindly contributed an Amazon voucher and some 
money that we have put towards buying a set of these books for the library so that everyone will have 
an opportunity to read them.  The children will be reading the books between now and January when 
we will have to make our final choices.  The winning titles will be announced during a special edition of 
Blue Peter on World Book Day - Thursday, 4 March 2021.  To find out more about the shortlisted books 
and win a set of them go to https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-fun/
competitions/get-your-hands-on-the-complete-blue-peter-book-awards-2021-shortlist/  

https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/apply-for-a-school-place/apply-for-a-primary-school-place/
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/apply-for-a-school-place/apply-for-a-primary-school-place/
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/apply-for-a-school-place/apply-for-a-primary-school-place/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-fun/competitions/get-your-hands-on-the-complete-blue-peter-book-awards-2021-shortlist/
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/books-and-reading/have-some-fun/competitions/get-your-hands-on-the-complete-blue-peter-book-awards-2021-shortlist/


 

School Activities and Achievements 
 

Beech and Oak Class had a virtual tour of the milking parlour at Old Holly 
Farm. They learned all about how the farmer knows when the each cow is in 
milk and all about the food the cows eat. Alison sent some boxes of silage 
into school to bring the sights and smells even more to life! Thanks to Old 
Holly Farm for this amazing opportunity. 
Rowan Class enjoyed their Life Education visit, which they had missed due to their period of home 
learning. Harold the Giraffe was so pleased to see them. 
Oak Class are now enjoying the fencing lessons—it’s great for them to try a new sport. 
We enjoyed a great Zoom call with Pudsey Bear and, as he put it, the 3rd most talented man in 
Britain—Steve Royle.  The children enjoyed wearing yellow for Pudsey and we raised £225—thank 
you for your donations. 
We hope you managed to paint your pebble for Remembrance. The Poppy Appeal in school 
raised £113.91—thank you. 
Anti-bullying week started off with a brilliant ‘Odd Socks Days’ showing the uniqueness of all 
our pupils. The children spent time over the week looking at this year’s theme of ‘United 
Against Bullying’. 
Maple Class continue to make great strides in learning the ukulele. It’s amazing how much 
they have come on in such a short space of time! 

Message from the School Aged Flu 
Vaccination Team :  

 
For any children that did not receive / declined the 
nasal flu vaccination due to the porcine gelatin 
content, an alternative injectable Flu Vaccination is 
available which does NOT contain porcine gelatin. A 
clinic will be held early January 2021 at Ryelands 
House Clinic, date to be confirmed . If you require 
your child to receive this vaccination please contact 
the Vaccination Team on 01524 406672 by 
16th December to book an appointment .  

COVID 19 Reminders 
 

Thank you all for helping make our school Covid safe—we appreciate the efforts you are all making. 
Just some reminders: 
 Masks should be worn by adults on the playground (apart from those who are exempt) 
 Please ensure social distancing, both on the playground, and in entering and exiting the gates.  
 Children are not allowed on the Sensory Garden or Log Trail either before or after school. 
 Please try to encourage KS2 children to enter the playground on their own to reduce numbers. 
 Please ensure children remain with you after school when you are waiting for a later finishing 

class. They should not be going off to play and mix with other bubbles (I know this one is 
particularly tricky!) 

 Please keep as close to drop off times as possible to ensure there is little hanging around. I know 
some children arriving at 8:48 feel they are late because they weren’t there for the 8:40 bell. I 
will keep reassuring them that they are not late! 

Diary 
 
December 
16th  Christmas Lunch 
  Christmas Party—party clothes 
17th  A Very Merry Covid-cancelled  
  Christmas 
18th  Break up for Christmas 
 
January 
5th (TUESDAY) School reopens 
15th  Primary School Applications close 



What to do if you show symptoms 
If ANY member of your household shows symptoms of Covid 19 (new persistent cough, temperature, loss 
of taste or smell), ALL members of the household must self isolate and the affected person should book a 
test. The household must continue to self isolate until the test results come back. If the test result comes 
back positive, ALL members of the family must self isolate for 14 days from the onset of symptoms.  
Please keep school informed. If test results come back for one of our children at a weekend or in the 
holidays, PLEASE don’t wait until the next school day to tell us. Immediately email 
head@garstang.lancs.sch.uk or phone and leave a message so that we can put plans into action 
immediately.  Stay safe! 


