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Dear parents, carers and children 
 
Welcome to the new school year! Considering the current circumstances, I can’t believe how smoothly it 
has gone! At the start of a new school year, it’s natural to feel a little nervous, but this year was on a 
different scale for everyone I think. Those of you who valiantly carried on home schooling through June 
and July—thank you so much. The fact that the children have come back into school with a real 
enthusiasm to learn, and a willingness to help out in any way they can is testament to your dedication 
and patience. For those of you who were able to send your children back in June, thank you! Your 
support, help and suggestions meant that the full reopening was made easier. To those parents new to 
the school—welcome! We are a friendly bunch and  under normal circumstances, we’d spend ages 
chatting to you on the school playground, getting to know you! As well as the 28 new children that we 
have welcomed into Acorn Class, we have also welcomed Kipp, Charlie and Oliver into Willow Class, 
Kay’cee in to Ash Class,  Summer into Maple Class, and Lyra, Laila and Alfie into Beech Class.  In fact, all of 
our junior classes are now full! We also welcome Mrs Simpson into Oak Class, supporting Mr Wilkinson 
and our Year 6 children.  
 
The newsletters will be really strange to write this year, as, although we are incredibly busy in school, we 
currently have no real ‘extras’ going on such as Dance Shows, or visitors in to school. We are trying our 
best, however, to ensure that everything continues to seem as normal as possible to the children. I will 
detail some of the changes later on in the newsletter, just so that you are aware of what’s going on. 
 
As ever, if you need to speak to any of us, we do operate an open door policy. Except that at present the 
door is shut in a physical sense! Please don’t hesitate to get in touch via phone or email if you have a 
query or a worry. We promise to continue to be there for you, even if we can’t physically meet like we 
used to! 
 
Stephanie Reeves 
Headteacher 

Boiler Works 
 

As mentioned via email last week, we are currently having the school boiler replaced. We are very 
grateful that LCC have recognised the need for a new boiler, and that it will not be a financial 
burden on the school. Thank you to all those that have taken note of the request not to use the car 
park at all during the works. If your child attends Discovery Vine Before and After School Club, you will need to 
park on Oak Road and see your child up the path. No children or parents should be on the school car park at any 

https://twitter.com/garstangprimary
https://www.facebook.com/garstancommunityprimary/
https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/


 
School Admissions 

 
Year 6 
Parents of Year 6 children should all have received an LCC flyer explaining how to apply for your child’s 
secondary school place. Applications need to be made, online, before 31st October.  
 
Reception 2021 
If your child has their 4th birthday between 1st Sept 2020 and 31st August 2021, you need to apply for 
a place in Reception for next September. Applications for a primary school place need to be 
completed by 15th January 2021.  
 
As we currently should not be showing people around school, we plan to record a video tour, which 
we shall share on our website, Facebook and Twitter pages. Please spread the word when it appears! 
We are also happy to have a telephone appointment with prospective parents—please phone the 
school office to arrange. 
 
Applications for both Primary and Secondary School must be made at: 
 
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/apply-for-a-school-place/  

Free School Meals 

 
If you feel that your child may be entitled to free 
school meals, please look at the following web page, 
which will explain the entitlement and how to apply: 
 
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-
families/schools/free-school-meals/ 
 
Although children in Reception and Year 1 and 2 
already receive a free school meal, if you register your 
entitlement with LCC, school receive extra funding 
called pupil premium. We use this in many ways to 
support your child’s learning in school, but we also use 
it to pay for school milk and school trips for qualifying 
pupils.  

School Photos 
 

Our school photographer, Jonathan, is due 
in to take the individual photographs on 
October 6th. Due to COVID 19 restrictions, 
this year we will not be offering the 
opportunity to have pre-school children 
photographed with their 
siblings. This would lead 
to congestion and 
difficulties with social 
distancing in the foyer. 
We are sorry about this 
but see no alternative 
this year. We will still 
take sibling photos of pupils in school. 

School Activities 

Although many of our school activities are curtailed at the moment, with careful risk assessment, we 
are able to invite some visitors into school to support the children. Willow Class are currently 
undertaking  course of Fencing lessons—they look super in their little helmets! PE support lessons have 
also started in Rowan and Maple Classes, with Jack from Fleetwood Town Community Trust giving 
expert tuition. After school, Oak Class are enjoying an Athletics Club. Clubs may be thin on the ground 
this year, and will only be able to be offered to one bubble each time. Please support these clubs as 
best you can, as if only 10 children from a class attend, it doesn’t turn out to be cost effective, and we 
are unable to offer the spare places out to other bubbles. Maple Class will begin their music lessons 
next week with Mr Lupton. When guidance came out in July about returning to school, we were unable 
to continue with brass at this point and so we swapped our instrument to ukuleles. The brass 
restriction is now lifted, so individual and group lessons will continue. Guitar and keyboard lessons also 
resume next week. 

https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/apply-for-a-school-place/
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/free-school-meals/srv1/adminusers$/sreeves/Documents/20141117-Office%20365(705535801)
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/free-school-meals/srv1/adminusers$/sreeves/Documents/20141117-Office%20365(705535801)


Reminders 
 

I always think that the first newsletter of the year is a good opportunity for some reminders of school 
routines. Particularly helpful if you are new to the school too! 
Birthday Non-Uniform 
Children may come to school in their own clothes when it is their birthday so that we can all make a fuss! 
Don’t worry if it’s at the weekend or in the holidays - they can come on the school day closest to the day. 
Hair and make up rules still apply. 
Medication 
Only prescribed medication can be given in school. If the medicine says 3 times a day please 
time these so a dose does not have to be taken in school. If it is unavoidable, we will 
endeavour to administer the medication. There is a form that must be filled in before any 
medication is given. 
Celebration Assembly 
Most Fridays we hold a celebration assembly. This will still continue, via the iPad! I will visit the door of 
each classroom in turn, and the class teacher will present any out of school awards and the star and 
learning hero award. The children may bring in any award they have achieved out of school. If badges are 
included, such as swimming, please seal them in a plastic pocket so that they don’t fall out! I do often ask 
the children about their award, especially if they are gymnast of the week or suchlike, so please practise 
with your child what they might say. If your child has been awarded Superstar, Class Star or Learning Hero, 
their photo will be displayed in the foyer and on our Facebook and Twitter pages, and their names will 
appear (hopefully!) in the Courier. 
Snack/Lunches 
Children in Acorn, Rowan and Willow Class receive a piece of fruit each morning, as part of the Government 

scheme, and so they should not be bringing in any snacks. KS2 children (Ash, Maple, 
Beech and Oak) may bring in a healthy snack for morning break. Fresh fruit or veg is best 
as that is what they are used to in KS1. We do not allow sweets, chocolate and crisps. 
Similarly, sweets, chocolate bars and fizzy drinks are not allowed in packed lunch boxes.  
Children are actively encouraged to bring in a water bottle each day to keep hydrated. 
This must contain water only. They may have juice in their drink for lunch. We do send 

home any rubbish in packed lunch boxes so that you can monitor what your child is eating. 
Payments 
Currently, ALL payments must be made online using Parent Pay - all families except Acorn should already 
have a log in. Acorn logins will be sent home when a payment is needed. Dinner money is £2.30 per day 
and MUST be paid two weeks in advance. We cannot allow the Parentpay accounts to be in debt so please 
monitor your balance and ensure that there are always funds on the account. Please ensure your child 
knows each day whether they are having a packed lunch or school dinner - they often forget they have a 
packed lunch and have a dinner instead! Please note that any changes to your lunch pattern must be made 
in writing, and changes can only be made at a half term. 
Earrings 
These must not be worn to school please. If you wish for your child to have their ears pierced, this must be 
done at the start of the long summer holiday, to give them time to heal. 
Scooters/Bikes 
These must not be ridden on the school grounds at any time. Please ensure your child dismounts at the 
gate in a morning, and wheels their scooter across the playground. We often get complaints about the way 
in which children ride their scooter on the pavements outside of school—please talk to your child about 
safe riding! 
Parking 
Parking is always an issue around school. Please can I take this opportunity to ask you to be considerate in 
your parking. Whilst writing this newsletter, I have received a report of an elderly lady falling from her 
mobility scooter as she could not get past a car parked inconsiderately on the pavement. With this comes 
the reminder that parents MUST NOT stop at any time on the zig zag lines outside of school. They are there 
for your child’s safety! 



All things COVID related 
 

I thought I’d just use this page to mention the measures we have put in place to help us all remain safe and 
healthy. On the next page is a handy planner for what to do if you suspect your child has symptoms. Please 
be vigilant and use your discretion when deciding if your child has a normal cold, or whether the symptoms 
could be COVID related.  We understand that testing is really hard to come by at the moment, and that 
results can take a while to come through. If you have felt the need to ask for a COVID test, you MUST NOT 
send your child (or siblings) to school until you have negative test results. I’m sorry that this is information 
heavy and seems really rigid—it’s just the way we’ve got to be at the moment. 
 
Self Isolation and Remote Learning 
 
If your child is self isolating for any reason, remote education will be provided via Google Classroom. Their old 
logins will still work, but most children aren’t allocated to any class—we will do this as and when we need to. 
At present it will look similar to the work that was available during lockdown, but over time this may change 
and evolve. Providing the work is incredibly time consuming for staff, so it MUST be undertaken, unless your 
child is ill.  
 
School Routines 
 
Where possible we are trying to keep disruption to school routines as minimal as possible. Children are in 
class bubbles, and contact between bubbles is minimal. This means we now have 3 separate playtimes and 
lunchtimes, and the bubbles are not allowed to play together. This is really sad, but vital if we are to keep as 
many children in school as we possibly can. We have already tweaked our lunchtime routine to try to 
streamline it, but basically the children have no longer than half an hour to eat their lunch. This means that 
we are asking them not to spend too long chattering, and more time eating. They do have at least half an 
hour out on the playground at lunchtime to socialise. As you know we are asking the children to come into 
school on their PE days in their PE kit—thank you for your co-operation with this. Homework will mainly be 
online, using Spelling Shed, Diagnostic Questions and Times Table Rockstars. This minimises the amount of 
things children are needing to bring into school. Reading books need to be quarantined between uses, so will 
be sent home on a Thursday for return on a Monday. Reading records will not be written in by school staff—
we will keep separate records in school. The toilets, with the exception of Oak Class, are now unisex so that 
bubbles are not crossing over.  
Please only enter the school foyer when there is no other option. Please ring or email with queries, including 
picking up appointment forms etc. Pupil mail usually works very well, and we have always had this system for 
sending items to the office. Anything that needs to be handed in can go in your child’s bag, and they can put 
it in the folder themselves.  
 
Parents Evening/Curriculum Evening 
 
We will not be able to  hold Parents’ Evening in school at the moment, so we will employ a telephone system. 
We will book appointments in the usual way, and staff will call you. Please ensure that we have your most up 
to date contact details. We will be in touch will further details during October. We will also not be able to 
hold our curriculum evening, so we are currently working on a video with information, then a tour of each 
class. Again we will send you the link to this when it is ready.  
 
Playground 
 
Thank you for respecting social distancing at drop off/pick up times. Please ensure that as soon as you have 
collected your child(ren) you exit the school grounds. Children, other than siblings, from different bubbles 
should not be using this time to play together. The sensory garden and log trail should not be used before or 
after school—sorry! 




