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Dear Parents and Children 
 
Half term seemed to fly by, and now we are on the busy run up to Christmas. We’ve such a lot to 
pack in—please make sure that you check the diary section of the newsletter to ensure you don’t 
miss anything. 
 
As I write this I am looking out at a beautiful autumnal morning—my favourite time of year! 
However I’ve had to defrost  the car twice already this week! Please ensure that your child is well 
wrapped up each day, and that all clothing, including hats, scarves and gloves are clearly named. 
We do try to get outside whatever the weather so please ensure they also have a waterproof coat 
with them. 
 
We were sad to say goodbye to Mrs Cook, who worked in Acorn Class, at half term—she will be 
very much missed. We are currently in the process of recruiting a replacement, and in the 
meantime, Mr Seddon has stepped in to help. 
 
Please remember that we are always here to help, and that the more we work together in 
partnership, the better the outcomes  for all our children. One of the Senior Leadership Team is 
always on the playground in a morning for any queries, and staff are on the 
playground after school for a quick chat. 
 
Best wishes 
 
Stephanie Reeves 
Headteacher 

Time to Talk 
 

The theatre area, now entitled ‘Time to Talk’, is  
officially open and has been used by the 
children already. The aim of the area is to give 
the children a quiet area to chat to friends, play 
table top games, read and colour. We are in the 
process of buying equipment for 
this, but any donation of 
colouring books, reading books, 
crayons, domino sets etc would 
be gratefully received. Please 
drop any donations  to the school 
office. Thank you! 

School Admissions 
 
Reception 2020 
If your child has their 4th birthday between 
1st Sept 2019 and 31st August 2020, you 
need to apply for a place in Reception for 
next September. Applications for a primary 
school place need to be completed by 15th 
January 2020. If you would like to take a 
look round, please make an appointment 
through the school office. 
Applications for both Primary and Secondary 
School must be made at: 
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-
education-families/schools/apply-for-a-
school-place/ 

https://twitter.com/garstangprimary
https://www.facebook.com/garstancommunityprimary/
https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/apply-for-a-school-place/
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/apply-for-a-school-place/
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/apply-for-a-school-place/


 

Parking 
 

When the 
school was built 
50 years ago, 
there were a lot 
less cars on the 
road, and I 
imagine the 
majority of 

children either walked or cycled to 
school. I don’t think the planners 
envisaged what a nightmare parking 
would become! We have received 
several complaints recently about 
parking outside school, both on the 
Oak Road entrance and Lancaster 
Road entrance. Please ensure that 
you park safely and sensibly, 
respecting our neighbours. The yellow 
zig zag lines must never be stopped 
on or parked on. These are there to 
keep your children safe! 

Garstang Theatre group have asked us to promote their latest pantomime, Red Riding Hood 
and the Three Little Pigs. They have launched a children’s competition to design a poster for 
the panto using the details above.  
If you would like to order tickets please click the following link:  
garstangtheatregroup@hotmail.com  

School Improvement 
 

Each year, we produce a School Improvement Plan, 
in order  to ensure that our school continues to move 
forward and improve. The priorities for this are 
decided through a range of factors, including results 
of tests, evaluations of school needs, local and 
national initiatives etc. This year, the priorities in our 
plan are as follows: 
 To raise the standards in maths to above 

national levels whilst maintaining positive 
progress scores through an increased focus on 
written and mental strategies and an emphasis 
on recall of key facts.  

 To raise standards in GPS lessons to ensure 
that KS2 GPS scores are above national 
averages in 2020, both at Expected and High 
Score.          

 To develop a curriculum that reflects the values 
and needs of Garstang Community Primary 
School pupils. 

 To implement the requirements of the statutory 
Relationship and Sex Education curriculum.                                                                                                                         

mailto:garstangtheatregroup@hotmail.com


School Achievements and Activities 
 

Beech Class enjoyed a morning of table tennis from Garstang Table Tennis Club—some future 
stars were spotted! 
Willow Class visited Brockholes to support their Living Things topic. They had a great time and 
learned lots about minibeasts and their environment. 
The NSPCC gave children a talk on Speaking Out Staying Safe. This was followed by a 
workshop for Year 5 and 6. The children took part in a sponsored silence, raising over 
£600 for NSPCC. Thank you for your support in raising so much for such a worthwhile 
cause. 
Oak Class spent a week at Tower Wood and had a fantastic time! A week a way from home 

ensured that they had to keep their bedrooms tidy, make their own packed 
lunches and organise their own equipment each day  - proving they could do it! 
They kayaked, caved, walked and climbed, challenging themselves to go out of 
their comfort zones. They were truly amazing! A huge thank you to the staff for 

giving  their time so generously! 
Ash Class visited Old Holly Farm, to learn about where their food comes from. They toured the milk 
sheds, visited the animals and took part in activities that helped them to understand farming. 
A team of KS1 pupils represented us at a Multiskills competition, where they came first! They took 
part in a range of activities that tested their throwing, kicking, catching and jumping skills. They 
also really enjoyed the experience of going out on the bus! 
A team of children entered the Glow Dodgeball competition where they had great fun playing 
dodgeball in the dark, wearing neon clothing! Luckily it wasn’t up to us to write the risk 
assessment for that one! 
8 pupils travelled to Rossall school to take part in Speedstacking—an activity where 
children work against the clock to stack plastic cups in specific patterns. It really is tricky 
and requires amazing dexterity!. They came 3rd overall, and one of our girls clocked the 
fastest time for a full cycle! 
Maple Class visited Martin Mere to look at the Celt Roundhouse to support their History 

topic. They learned lots about how the Celts lived and what kinds of conditions they 
endured.  
Rowan Class visited Blackpool Zoo to learn all about penguins as part of their Hot and 
Cold topic. They had great fun visiting the other animals too. 
Beech Class treated us to a fantastic assembly reminding us about the importance of 
Harvest. They shared poems that they had written, sang songs and hymns and 

reminded us about the fact that many people around the world, including Britain, do not have 
enough to eat. Year 6 then distributed Harvest gifts to our elderly neighbours. 
Acorn and Rowan Class were invited to the Free Methodist Church by NISCU to take part in a Lost 
Sheep event. They heard the story of how the shepherd looked everywhere for one lost sheep, 
teaching the children that they are all important. They were then tasked with  finding 99 lost sheep 
within the church! 
Oak Class have done a fantastic job with prospective parents around the school on our Open Day. 
I received compliments from all of the parents on their knowledge and confidence. 
Oak Class listened to a fascinating talk about the search for the tree frog in the Amazon, to support 
their Rainforest topic. Mr Bennett kept them all enthralled with his tales and it really did help them 
to deepen their understanding of the habitats that are found in the Amazon. 
All of the children were involved in planting bulbs to celebrate the 50th Birthday of the 
school, donated by Barton Grange. Thank you to members of the PTA for organising 
this.  
There were some absolutely amazing (and terrifying!) costumes at the PTA Spooky 
disco—the effort that is put in is amazing! Thank you! 

Baby News 
Mr and Mrs Dignan, and Robyn, 
welcomed baby Erica to the world during 
half term! We wish them every 
happiness. Mr Dignan is just completing 
his first week of paternity leave and will 
return to school on November 11th. 

Don’t forget to use Parent View to 
let Ofsted know your views on our 
school and the education  your 
child receives. The link is always  
at the top of the newsletter, and is 
also found at the following link: 
 

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/


Diary Dates 
We have tried to book dates as far in advance as possible, but they are obviously subject to 
change. I will highlight any changes to these dates in red in future newsletters. Please put them 
on your calendar now! 

November  
 
12th  Dance Platform at GCA (Dance  
  Club) 
15th  EFL Kids Cup Football @ Poolfoot 
22nd  PTA Non-uniform Day— 
  hamper items 
25th  9am Roberts Recycling  
  clothing collection 
  Dance Festival Blackpool  
  (Dance Club) 
26th  Willow/Oak Fire Safety Talk 
 
 
 
December 
 
2nd  School Assessment Week 
3rd  Secrets Room 
  Acorn Nativity 6pm 
4th  Acorn Nativity 2pm 
9th  Elf Run in aid of St.John’s Hospice 
10th  Maple Class Brass Performance  
  2:30 
  Rowan/Willow Nativity 6pm 
11th  KS1 Carol Service at St Thomas’s  
  10am 
  Christmas Lunch 
  Rowan/Willow Nativity 
2pm 
  Film Night 5:30-7:00 
13th  NISCU Puppet Show 
16th   KS1 Party 
18th  KS2 to Dukes Theatre 
20th  School closes 
 
January 
 
6th  School opens 
10th  Maple Class Swimming starts 
17th  Ash Class Archaeologist visit 
29th  Young Voices at Manchester   
  Arena (Singing Club) 
31st  Interim reports 
 
February 
 
4th  Oak Class to GCA—
Maths    
 Challenge 
13th  Willow Assembly 

March 
 
5th  World Book Day 
25th  PTA Discos 
27th  Easter Bingo 
31st  Parents Evening 4:00-7:00pm 
 
April 
 
2nd  Rowan Class Assembly 9:15am 
  Parents Evening 4:00-7:00pm 
3rd  School closes for Easter 
20th  School reopens 
 
May 
 
KS1 (Willow Class) SATs will take place 
during this month 
8th  May Day Holiday (FRIDAY!!) 
11th  KS2 SATs begin 
14th  KS2 SATs end 
18th  School Assessment Week 
21st  School closes (THURSDAY!) 
 
June 
 
2nd  School opens (TUESDAY!) 
8th  Y1 Phonics (Rowan) this week 
9th  Ash Class Assembly 9:15am 
11th  Oak Class to Lancaster Uni 
17th  Sports Morning and picnic 
19th  Acorn Class Assembly 9:15 am 
24th  Ash Class trip to  
  Footprint 
 
July 
 
6th  Oak Class 
Performance 7pm 
7th  Oak Class Performance 7pm 
8th  PTA Discos 
9th  Reports home 
14th  Maple Class Brass    
  Performance 2:30 
17th  Oak Class Assembly 9:15am 
  School closes for summer 


