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Dear Parents and Children 
 
That time of the year is slowly and surely creeping up on us! Christmas is the best time to work in a 
primary school! The nativity practices for infants are coming on beautifully—they sound delightful! 
The weather has turned fairly miserable—please ensure that your child brings a waterproof coat to school 
everyday, as we do try to get out in all weathers if we possibly can. Let’s hope the frosty, sunny weather 
returns soon! 
Some of you may have noticed a bit of a twitter silence at the moment. We are locked out of our account 
and trying to get back in. Not as easy as it sounds apparently. I am in email communication with Twitter 
support and hope to be up and running again soon. Oh, how I miss just being able to sort a problem out 
by talking to a human being on the phone! 
The diary is getting very busy for the next few weeks, so I’m omly including December in thie diary section 
this month. Please note that we now have a date for the KS2 Carol Service at SS Mary and Michael’s. 
Thank you as ever for your continued support. Don’t forget to tell Ofsted how wonderful you think we are 
by clicking on the Parent View icon above! 
 
Thank you 
 
Stephanie Reeves 
Headteacher 

Illness 
We currently have quite a lot of illness in school. We are not at the levels being reported 
nationally, and we certainly don't want to be! If your child has had vomiting and/or diarrhoea , 
they MUST be kept away from school for 48 hours after their last ‘episode’. This is to ensure 
that any infection has gone. We have spoken to children about the importance of washing 
their hands properly with soap and hot water. If your child has a cough or cold, please ensure they bring a 
packet of tissues with them to school. We have also talked about the importance of covering their mouths 
when coughing and sneezing.  
If your child has been prescribed medicine, we will endeavour to do our best to give it in school. If the 
medicine is 3 times a day, please time the doses so that it can be given at home. Please note there is a form 
to fill in when prescribed medicine needs to be taken. 
Finally, if your child is too poorly for school, please let us know by phoning school before 9:30 am. There is 
now a facility to leave a message for absences. Following our safeguarding procedures, if we have not 
heard from you by this time, we will phone to ascertain why your child is absent. Thank you for your help in 
this. 

https://twitter.com/garstangprimary
https://www.facebook.com/garstancommunityprimary/
https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/


 
Christmas Arrangements 

 
3rd December: Secrets Room. Children are allowed up to 3 presents at £1.50 per present. Please send 
the correct change on Tuesday, in a named envelope. It might help the younger children if you also write 
on who they are buying for. 
3rd (6:00 pm)  & 4th (2:00pm): Acorn Nativity ‘Whoops-A-Daisy Angel’ 
6th December:  Whole school to Free Methodist Church to watch ’Back in Time for Christmas’. ARE 
YOU ABLE TO HELP WALK WITH THE CHILDREN TO CHURCH? PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW ASAP IF 
YOU CAN. WE WILL BE LEAVING SCHOOL AT 1:00PM, RETURNING FOR THE END OF THE DAY. 
9th December: Elf Dance in aid of St. John’s Hospice. Details sent via email on 29th Nov.  
10th (6:00 pm) & 11th (2:00 pm) December: Rowan and Willow Nativity ‘Angel Express’  
10th December: Maple Class Christmas Brass Performance 2:30pm 
11th December: KS1 Carol Service (St.Thomas’s Church) 10:00 am 
12th December: KS2 Carol Service (SS Mary and Michael’s Church) 11:00 am. The children will walk to 
the church ready for the service to start at 11am. ARE YOU ABLE TO HELP WALK WITH THE CHILDREN TO 
CHURCH? PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW ASAP IF YOU CAN. WE WILL BE LEAVING SCHOOL AT 10:15am 
RETURNING FOR APPROXIMATELY 12:15. 
13th December: NISCU Puppet Show in school 
16th December: KS1 party—a special visitor has been invited! Party 
clothes can be worn all day 
18th December: KS2 to Dukes—’Cinderella’ (return approx. 4:45pm) 
20th December:  Last day—children may wear their own clothes—
Christmas Jumpers more than welcome! (No donation required!) 

Pencil Cases 
 

Pencil cases have started creeping into school 
and in some cases they have caused problems, 
both with fallouts, and also with being a 
distraction. Children do not need pencil cases in 
school  - we provide them with all the stationery 
they need. We shall be sending all pencil cases 

home on the last 
day off this term, 
and from January 
will not be allowing 
pencil cases in 
school. Thank you 
for your support. 

Staffing 
 

We are delighted that Miss Teri Metcalf will be 
joining our staff after Christmas, as a teaching 
assistant in Acorn Class. Miss Metcalf has worked 
in EYFS at Highfield Priory for many years and we 
are delighted that she will be joining our team. 

School Admissions 
 
A reminder that places for Reception Class in 
September 2020 MUST be applied for by January 
15th. You must apply, even if you have an older 
child in the school. Applications can be made at: 
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-
education-families/schools/apply-for-a-school-
place/apply-for-a-primary-school-place/  

A Huge Thank You! 
 

We are massively aware that at this time of year we 
are always asking you for contributions for 
Christmas activities, charities, raffles, school 
photographs, dance costumes, Tower Wood 
payments, at a time when your purses are already 
under strain! We really do appreciate all that you do 
to support the school, and we wouldn’t have such 
lovely resources without your help.  
Please can we ask that, where possible, you make 
payments via ParentPay, as with the banking 
situation we really do struggle sometimes. If we 
have requested cash, please ensure it is sent into 
school in an envelope, clearly labelled with your 
child’s name and what the money is for. Thank you. 

https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/apply-for-a-school-place/apply-for-a-primary-school-place/
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/apply-for-a-school-place/apply-for-a-primary-school-place/
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/apply-for-a-school-place/apply-for-a-primary-school-place/


 
Morecambe Food Bank 

 
One of our parents is collecting toys to donate to 
Morecambe Food Bank, in order to help those 
families for whom Christmas may be difficult. If you 
could donate a new toy to make a child’s Christmas 
shine a little brighter, please send it to the school 
office by Monday 16th December. Thank you. 

Car Damage 

On 12th November, one of our school governors 
came to school to attend a meeting in the 
afternoon. She parked on Oak Road, and when 
she came out at the end of school, her passenger 
side door had a big scratch down it. Did you see 
anything? Please let the office know if you can 
help. 

School Achievements and Activities 
 

Both girls and boys teams have represented the school at Garstang Academy, playing 
basketball. They really enjoyed the opportunity to have a go at something new and 
showed great team spirit. 
We celebrated anti-bullying week in school by looking at how change starts with us, and the children 
can make change happen.  
Dance Club have performed twice this month—once in the Dance Platform at Garstang Academy, and 
once to an audience of over 1,000 at the Winter Gardens in Blackpool. They were absolutely amazing 
and made Miss Julia and me very proud! Their hard work really paid off and we have received so many 
compliments on our routine.  
8 children travelled to Poolfoot Farm to take part in the EFL Kids Cup against more than 20 other 
schools. They played fantastically and with real team spirit. They were knocked out in the semis of the 
plate trophy on penalties—a really harsh way to go! 
Children in Need non-uniform day raised £205—thank you for your donations.  
Willow and Oak Class were visited by the fire brigade to talk about fire safety . They learned lots about 
keeping safe , which I hope they have shared with you at home.  

8 girls travelled to Poolfoot Farm to take part in a girls only football tournament. They were 
incredibly excited and were a supportive team. They were knocked out in the semis (by the 
eventual winners), with scorelines like 10-0, 7 –0! A brilliant afternoon for everybody.  
There have been no sports clubs this half term, due to the dark nights and lack of indoor 

space. However, gardening club has continued and they have now finished the planters in the Time to 
Talk area. Chess Club and Coding Club have also proved popular. There are some fierce chess players! 
Singing Club has also continued, with the children making their preparations for the 
Young Voices Concert in January.  
Oak Class have been enjoying fencing lessons in the PE time—it’s lovely for them to 
get the opportunity to try something completely new—they have really enjoyed it! 
Beech Class have been enjoying their Healthy Heads sessions—learning about how to 
keep both their bodies and minds in tip top condition.  
The 3D printer has been back in school and we are really impressed with the creativity and skill shown 
by the children when using Tinkercad to design their objects. Who knows, maybe one day we will be 
able to afford our own 3D printer and the resources to go with it. 

Online Safety 

I’m sure many of our children will be receiving presents at Christmas that give them the freedom to go 
online. The online world can be a useful, creative world and certainly gives the children opportunities 
that we never had (When I speak to them, they really can’t comprehend that the internet did not exist 
when I was a child!). However as we know, it also opens up a scary and dangerous world. Please use 
the information on our website to ensure that you and your child know how to keep themselves safe 
on the internet. Online Safety information can be reached just by clicking the link at the top of the 
page. 


