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Dear Parents and Children 
 
Apologies for the lack of a newsletter in February—that half term doesn’t half sneak up on us! I 
always tell the children that the Spring Term is one of our most productive—the children really get 
through so much in the three months between Christmas and Easter. You will get the opportunity 
to have a look at your children’s books and a chat to their teacher at Parents’ Evening (1st/4th 
April). We will be sending you a link in the next few weeks to make your appointment—please 
ensure we have your most up to date mobile and email at the office. 
 
As ever, we thank you for the support you give to our school, ensuring the children are on time, 
have completed their homework tasks, are polite and beautifully behaved, look smart and love to 
learn. I showed another local headteacher around on Friday and was so proud of everything I 
could show—we really are so lucky! 
 
Lets hope that as Spring begins, the weather improves! 
 
Stephanie Reeves 
Headteacher 

50th Birthday Celebrations—Preparations 
Preparations are well underway for our birthday celebrations. Chas has completed 
our painting—watching it develop through Facebook has been fascinating! Prints of 
the painting have been limited to 50; there will also be miniatures of the print 
available—we shall have these on show for you very soon so you can place an 
order if you wish. We will also be looking to use the image on other merchandise 
both during the celebrations and in years to come. I am delighted to announce that 
our KS1 Sponsored Dance, and KS2 Sponsored Class Marathons raised a massive £1406  - 
we were absolutely overwhelmed by your generosity—thank you so much—this is a great start 
to our fundraising activities.  
We hope to launch our celebrations in school with an open day on Wednesday May 1st, exactly 
50 years after the school opened its doors. As part of this day, we will be asking the children to 
dress up through the decades and we will open our display of photos and memorabilia, which 
will remain in place for the rest of the summer term. We will unveil our painting and we hope 
(weather permitting) to hold a field day in the afternoon with a host of activities. We have even 
acquired a maypole! There will be a comprehensive programme created nearer the time. We 
hope that any past pupils will be able to tour the school on that day, or at another time by prior 
appointment. The PTA are also hoping to run an evening event at some point in the summer 
term—details of this will be shared once they have been finalised.  
We are trying hard to publicise the Open Day, which has been mentioned in the local press, and 
also on social media. Please spread the word to anyone you know with a connection to our 
school. 

https://twitter.com/garstangprimary
https://www.facebook.com/garstancommunityprimary/
https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/


 

National Testing Dates 
 
When we come back after Easter, testing season will very quickly be upon us! Below is an 
indication of which national tests will affect your child. 

 
Phonics 
 
This affects all children in Rowan Class and some in Willow. This test will take place at some 
point during the week beginning June 10th and involves the children reading 40 words in a 1-1 
situation with a teacher. 
 
KS1 SATs 
There is no stipulated date for these to take place, but we must do them at some point in May. 
The results are used to inform teacher assessment. We do not routinely inform you of your 
child’s score, but will share them with you if you ask. 
 
KS2 SATs 
 
These take place in the week beginning 13th May: 
Monday 13th  Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling 
Tuesday 14th  Reading 
Wednesday 15th Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic) and Paper 2 (Reasoning) 
Thursday 16th  Maths Paper 3 (Reasoning) 
 
Results will be sent out with school reports in July. Writing is assessed using teacher 
assessment only. This year there will be no statutory teacher assessment of Reading or Maths. 

Theatre Area—Lottery Bid 
 

In the Garstang Courier from 1969, there is an 
article about the opening of our school. It appears 
that the current building was intended as Phase 1—
the school was planned to be twice as big, catering 
for up to 560 pupils! It also advertises the Theatre 
Area as an ‘open air Grecian style theatre’! 
The area has seen better days, and we are looking 
to give it a face-lift for its 50th birthday! We have 
been successful in securing £10,000 of Lottery 
funding to develop the area into a quiet activity area 
which the children can access at playtimes. The title 
of the project is ‘Time to Talk’ and we are currently 
awaiting the design from the company undertaking 
the works. We would like to pay a special thanks to 
the PTA for their contribution 
towards the funding bid. We have 
also asked the children for their 
input (hot tubs being an 
interesting addition!) and the 
designer has taken away their 
ideas to incorporate into the final 
design. This is an exciting time and we are hoping 
that the area could be ready in time for the summer. 
Keep your eyes peeled for further updates. 

School Funding 
 
I’m sure you will have seen in the 
national media that school funding 
continues to be a real issue. This is an 
issue that is affecting our school. Also, 
despite all of the building in the area, 
applications to schools in our local area 
continue to be low, further affecting our 
financial position. Not only does our 
budget cover staffing and resources for 
the children, it also has to be used to 
make repairs and improvements to our 
ageing building. Much of what needs to 
be done, such as window replacement 
and insulating the roof, are way beyond 
the funding we are given. We are lucky 
to have an active PTA, who over the 
last 2 years have funded new reading 
books, maths resources and interactive 
screens, to name but a few. As time 
goes on we will have to rely on the 
generosity of the school’s parents and 
friends more frequently, so please do 
continue to support the fundraising 
activities of the PTA. Also if you know 
of any companies that provide funding 
opportunities to schools (such as our 
Lottery bid) please point us in their 
direction! 



School Activities and Achievements 
 

Our athletics team competed in the area heats of the Sports hall Athletics at 
Blackpool Sports Centre at the end of January. They took part in a range of 
track and field activities, including javelin, triple jump and many relay races. 
They worked fantastically as a team and a couple of children were ‘scouted’ 
and invited to train with Blackpool, Wyre and Fylde Athletic Club. A great 
night was had by all! 
 

Children in KS2 took part in a day of dance workshop provided by Blue Moose Dance Company. 
The dance instructor commented that it was one of the most enjoyable days she had ever had as 
our children had engaged with all the activities so well, and showed some real talent. I think even 
the reluctant dancers enjoyed their day! 
Oak Class took part in the annual inter-school maths challenge at Garstang 
Academy, solving some incredibly tricky problems. We entered 2 teams, and 
the rest of the class also had the opportunity to solve the problems too. I am 
delighted to say that our teams came 1st and 3rd in the challenge. Well done 
Oak Class! 

 
Singing Club had the most marvellous time at the 
Young Voices Concert at Manchester Arena! They joined around 6,500 
other children from primary schools in the North West to form a choir 
singing songs from artists such as Coldplay, musicals such as Joseph and 
The Greatest Showman, and pop medleys. It really is such a fabulous 
experience for them and the parents watching. 
 

Willow Class delighted us with their assembly at the end of term, talking all about love and using 
everyone’s favourite story—Guess How Much I Love You. The confidence shown by these 6/7 
year olds was amazing and they brought a tear to lots of eyes. 
Ash Class enjoyed a Stone Age to Iron Age Day, where they undertook a range 
of activities led by our visiting archaeologist. As part of their learning they got to 
piece together old pots, ask questions and make deductions about artefacts, 
excavate trenches, identify artefacts, create their own mini museums and 
Neolithic pots, make arrows with flint and nettle twine, weave fabric, grind barley 
and make their own "bone" jewellery!  
Acorn parents were invite to take part in a phonics lesson alongside their children. They learned all 
about ‘tricky words’, Phase 3 sounds and watched their children write a sentence!  

 
8 children from Ash and Maple Class took part in a Multi Skills Festival at 
Millfield High School. They got the opportunity to take part in New Age 
Curling, Boccia, Basketball and seated Volleyball. They were in mixed 
teams with children from other schools, which for adults could be quite 
daunting, but they were all fast friends within minutes! 
 

World Book Day was a fantastic day—thank you for your help in ensuring your child came to 
school dressed as an adjective! There were some very inventive and colourful costumes! The 
children took part in a range of activities around books, including learning about some of the 
teachers’ favourite books, following a book treasure hunt around school, writing poems using 
phrases from their favourite book. We love reading all year round, but it is lovely to put aside a 
whole day dedicated to reading! 
 



Diary Dates 
March 
 
14th  Rowan Class to Barton Grange                  
20th  Acorn Class to Old Holly Farm 
22nd  Easter Bingo 
25th  Beech Class to Lancaster   
  Maritime Museum 
27th  PTA Discos 
29th  Y1-6 Interim Reports home 
 
April 
 
1st/4th Parents’ Evening 
5th  Rowan Class Assembly 9:30am 
  School closes for Easter 
23rd  School opens 
 
May 
 
1st  50th Birthday Open Day 
8th  Class Photos 
13th  KS2 SATs start 
  Maple Class to Cuerden Valley 
23rd  School closes for Whit half term 
27th  Children’s Festival 
 

 
June  
 
3rd  School opens 
4th  Magistrates in the Community-   
  Oak  Class 
6th  Willow Class— Brockholes Nature 
  Reserve 
5th/12th Oak Class Bikeability 
10th  Phonics Test start—Rowan/ 
  Willow 
26th  Sports Morning and picnic 
 
July 
 
3rd  Ash Class to Windermere 
12th  Oak Class to London 
15th  Wheelchair Basketball 
19th  School closes for Summer 
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