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Dear Parents and Children 
 
Wow what a busy term this has been—I feel like my feet have hardly touched the floor.!We have 
crammed so much in to the last 8 weeks—I think we all deserve the rest! We will have the run up 
to Christmas when we get back—a particularly busy and exhausting time. I have added some key 
dates to the diary in November and December—please make a note of these. 
 
The weather has turned colder over the last week or two, with some pretty miserable days. 
Please ensure that your child arrives at school each day with a coat, and that ANYTHING that 
they can take off, including hats, scarves and gloves, are clearly labelled with their names. We 
are trying very hard to ensure that they take responsibility for their own belongings, but we are 
always left with something at the end of a lunchtime! 
 
Have a fantastic break when it comes—children, get out and about, enjoy these autumn days—
you know that they are my favourite. If you are going out and about on Hallowe’en, stay safe! I 
shall be making my Christmas cake when we are off and hiding it from the family so they don’t 
eat it too early! 
 
Please remember that we break up at normal time on Thursday, and we’ll see 
you bright and early on Monday 5th November. 
 
Thank you as ever for your continued support.  
 
Stephanie Reeves 
Headteacher 

Staffing 
 

We said a sad farewell to Mr Forshaw in September—he was delighted with the cards that the 
children made him. Mr Clensy, our new Site Supervisor has started in his role and has settled in 
very well. I’m sure you will make him welcome. 
Miss Valiant leaves us at half term to start a new job at Boundary Primary School in Blackpool. 
We have known Miss Valiant now for 4 years, when she started off as a volunteer and welfare 
assistant in school.  She has worked hard over the years, gaining her Teaching Assistant 
qualifications and becoming a very important member of our school family. We wish her well as 
she continues along her career pathway. 
We have just finished the recruitment process for our new Deputy Headteacher, and although I 
can’t yet announce who we have appointed, I am happy to say that our new Deputy will start with 
us in January. Because of timings, and ensuring both schools announce the recruitment at the 
same time, it will be after half term before I can let you know a name. However I can tell you that 
we are very pleased with our choice, and I know that you will make them very welcome. 

https://twitter.com/garstangprimary
https://www.facebook.com/garstancommunityprimary/
https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/


 
School Admissions 

 
Year 6 
Applications need to be 
made, online, before 31st 
October.  
Reception 2018 
If your child has their 4th birthday between 
1st Sept 2018 and 31st August 2019, you 
need to apply for a place in Reception for 
next September. Applications for a primary 
school place need to be completed by 15th 
January 2019. If you would like to take a 
look round, please make an appointment 
through the school office. 
Applications for both Primary and 
Secondary School must be made at: 
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-
education-families/schools/apply-for-a-
school-place/ 

Harvest Assembly 
 

Beech Class have prepared a great Harvest 
Assembly for us which you are more than 
welcome to attend at 9:30 on Thursday 24th 
October. Afterwards Oak Class 
will distribute the harvest gifts 
to our elderly neighbours. 
Please send donations of 
packeted and tinned food in 
before Thursday morning.  

Scooters/Bikes 
 

It has been brought to my attention that 
children are riding on their scooters on school 
grounds. May I please remind you that 
children should dismount any scooter/bike at 
the gate and push them to the racks. You 
might remember that we had a nasty accident 
last year, due to children not taking care on 
their scooters. This rule is for both before and 
after school. Thank you for your support. 

Dinner Money 
 

A reminder that dinner money 
MUST be paid for in advance. 
Mrs Robinson is spending an 

awful lot of time chasing late payments. 
Your dinner money account must be in 
credit for the fortnight ahead. Dinners are 
currently £2.30 per day, £11.50 per week.  
The minimum payment possible is £23.00. 

Bonfire Night safety 
 

CHILREN, THIS MESSAGE IS FOR YOU! 
Bonfire night is approaching, which is always 
an exciting time. It’s lovely to see the fireworks 
lighting up the night sky, and to feel the 
warmth of the bonfire on your face. 
HOWEVER, Bonfire Night can also be a really 
dangerous time and we need all of you to 
make sure that you keep safe. The best way 
to do this is to go to an organised Bonfire 
event. They always have the best firework 
displays anyway! Have  a 
look at this website to help 
you keep safe: 
 
https://www.rospa.com/home -
safety/advice/fireworks-
safety/ 

Christmas (Sorry!) 
 

Just some important dates for you: 
 
5th Dec Acorn Nativity  2:15 & 6pm 
10th Dec KS1 Nativity 2pm 
11th Dec Secrets Room 
  Maple Brass Assembly 2pm 
12th Dec KS1 Carol Service  10am 
  Christmas Dinner 
  KS1 Performance 6pm 
13th  KS2 Carol Service 11am 

20th  KS2 to 
Dukes Theatre 
 
This year we will be 
opening the School 
Christmas Dinner to all 
children who want it. If 
your child does not 
have school dinner, a 

letter will be sent nearer the time with cost 
and payment details.  

Broughton Music Academy 
 
KS2 children should have brought a flyer 
home about peripatetic music lessons offered 
by BMA. If you are interested, the form needs 
to be back by Thursday 25th October at the 
latest, so BMA can arrange a timetable. 
Keyboard and Guitar are on offer. 

https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/apply-for-a-school-place/
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/apply-for-a-school-place/
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/children-education-families/schools/apply-for-a-school-place/
https://www.rospa.com/home-safety/advice/fireworks-safety/
https://www.rospa.com/home-safety/advice/fireworks-safety/
https://www.rospa.com/home-safety/advice/fireworks-safety/
https://www.rospa.com/home-safety/advice/fireworks-safety/


 

School Activities 
 

I was lucky enough to be accompanied by 2 children to Wyre Civic Centre to receive our Silver 
Wyre in Bloom certificate. I’m not sure what the children enjoyed most  - meeting the Mayor of 
Wyre, visiting the council chamber and using the microphones, or eating the delicious buffet 
provided for them! The children represented the school beautifully and I was very proud of 
them.  
We took a team of girls to a football competition at Garstang Academy, where they played 
several games against teams from other local schools. They played brilliantly and worked well 
together as a team—well done! 
Year 6 spent 5 days on their Residential Visit to Tower Wood, rafting, canoeing, caving, 
climbing trees! They had the most fantastic time and learned so much! My thanks particularly 
to the staff who gave up their time: Mr Wilkinson, Mrs Ayers, Miss Valiant, Miss Taylor and Mr 
Seddon. 
Maple Class visited Ribchester Roman Museum to support their work in History. They had a 
fascinating talk, and then got to try some Roman Soldier clothing on. They learned so much. 
Rowan Class visited Blackpool Zoo to support their topic of Penguins, Possums and Piglets. 
They took part in a classroom based session before visiting the animals around the zoo. 
 We held a day of Yoga at the school, and lots of the children got the opportunity to take part in 
the relaxing sessions. The teachers even joined in too. 
As part of their Nocturnal Animal topic Acorn and Rowan Class were visited by 3 owls. They 
got to learn all about the owls and how they hunted for food. They got up really close to them—
what a fantastic experience! 
Some of our Y3/4 boys took part in a football tournament at Garstang Academy. They played 
children from other schools and enjoyed some real successes.  
 
Keep up with our adventures by following us on Twitter and liking our Facebook page. The 
links on the top of the newsletter should take you straight there! 

Diary Dates 
 

October 
 
25th  Beech Class Harvest 
  Assembly 9:30am 
  School closes 
26th  INSET Day—School closed 
 
November 
 
5th  School re-opens 
8th  Science Day 
9th  PTA Non-Uniform 
  PTA Spooky Disco 
12th  Clothing recycling collection 
16th  PTA Toy Sale 
20th  Dance Festival  
  Blackpool 
22nd  Dance Festival  
  Preston 
 

 
December 
 
4th  Maple Class to  
  Springfields 
5th  Acorn Nativity  
  2:15 & 6:00 
10th  KS1 Nativity 2:00 
11th  Secrets Room—am 
  Maple Class Brass performance 
  2:00 
12th  KS1 Carol Service @ St Thomas’ 
  10am 
  KS1 Nativity 6:00pm 
13th  KS2 Carol Service @ SSMM  
  11am 
20th  KS2 to Dukes—Peter Pan 
21st  School closes 
 
January 
 
7th  School opens 

You can pretend to be anyone online, so don’t 
assume someone is who they say they are! 


