
 

 Garstang Community 
Primary School 

July 2018 Phone: 01995 603622                 e-mail: head@garstang.lancs.sch.uk 
                      Website: www.garstangcommunityprimary.co.uk 

                      
Garstangcommunityprimary                              @garstangprimary  
 10 

Dear Parents and Children, 
 
I really have no idea where the year has gone to! July seems to come flying round the corner 
sooner and sooner each year! As ever, this has been an incredibly busy time of year for both 
pupils and staff, and we really appreciate your support throughout.  The job certainly doesn’t get 
any easier, and as budgets tighten further, it’s only going to become more difficult. However, 
coming to work each day to be greeted by our creative and enthusiastic staff and pupils makes it 
all so much easier. Every year when I read the children’s reports, it brings home to me how lucky 
we are to be blessed with children who love to learn and who make us proud every day.  
 
The children’s reports went home last week, and I hope you found them useful, firstly to see how 
your children are getting on, but also as a celebration of all that they have achieved this year. The 
acknowledgement slip should have been sent into school by now, so if you haven’t done so 
please send it back ASAP. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for all of the support you give to school; 
encouraging your children with their homework, ensuring they are smart and well prepared each 
day, letting us know when things are bothering them. Our strong partnership means that the 
children feel safe  and secure, knowing that we are all there for them. 
 
We say goodbye to Year 6 on Friday, and for some families, it is their last one to fly the nest.  
Please encourage them to come back and visit us whenever they get the chance! 
 
I would also like to thank the staff and Governors of the school, who work tirelessly to ensure we 
go from strength to strength. Their dedication means that our children have exciting lessons and 
memorable learning experiences, both in school and out and about.  
 
Whatever you do over the summer, have fun and enjoy! We will see you back in school on 
Tuesday 4th September, bright eyed and bushy tailed! 
 

 
 
 

Stephanie Reeves 
Headteacher 

Don’t forget, you can tell Ofsted how fantastic you think we are by clicking the 
link to Parentview and taking a short survey. The questions are the ones we 
sent out in paper format a couple of months ago. We got such great feedback, it 
would be lovely to see it reflected online.      

 

https://twitter.com/garstangprimary
parent%20view
http://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/


 
Staffing 

 
As you know, we say goodbye to four members of staff this year. 
Mrs Brown has worked at GCPS for 25 years and in that time has helped hundreds of children 
in so many ways. Her dedicated service to this school is second to none, and we will be sad to 
see her go. However, in her retirement , she has promised to come back and visit regularly! 
Mrs Thomas has been Deputy Head here for the last seven years. She has given so much to 
the school, ensuring that we are the best that we can be. I know that she will be a fantastic 
Headteacher and we wish her every success as she moves on to her new school. 
Miss Martin and Miss Parkinson have both undertaken our maternity leave cover this year, 
and with the return of Miss Knagg this week, and Mrs Newiss in September, we need to say 
goodbye to them also. They have worked hard to ensure that the children in their care have 
flourished, and we wish them well in their new jobs. We also wish Miss Parkinson well in her 
pregnancy and can’t wait for her to visit with her bundle of joy! 
Mr Geeson will teach Beech Class in the Autumn Term and he has already been in to meet 
the children. The advert for our new Deputy Head is out, and we have already shown 6 
interested people around.  
We have also appointed a new office member to ease Mrs Robinson’s load! Miss Chaplin will 
work in the front office from September, from 8:45 until 1:00.  
I’m sure that you will make our new members of staff very welcome! 

Uniform 
 

I can’t believe as I go shopping that the ‘Back to School’ signs are already going up! Drives 
me mad! As no doubt you will be buying new uniform over the summer, I would like to remind 
you exactly of the uniform requirements, as we have noticed the odd wrong colour slipping in 
lately , such as black skirts. Our uniform is as follows: 
 Grey trousers, skirt, school shorts or pinafore 
 White polo shirts 
 Red sweatshirt or cardigan 
 Red, black, grey or white socks or tights 
 Black shoes 
 
PE kit consists of: 
 White crew neck t-shirt 
 Loose fitting black PE shorts 
 PE pumps—these are a necessity for all children and should be in school at all times! 
 
No jewellery must be worn (including no earrings). A wristwatch is allowed. Hair should be tied 
back with discrete hair accessories. Please save large bows for parties! Shaved/patterned 
cuts/Mohican style cuts are not allowed.  
 
We really pride ourselves on how smart our children always look when we are out and 
about—thank you for your support. 
 
Please ensure all items of clothing are named! 
 
I am still missing several school athletics tops, especially the black vests. If your child has 
represented the school this year in a sporting event, please have a search at home for any 
school PE kit. Thank you. 

Fencing 
You may have noticed that the wooden fences at the front of school are looking rather sorry for 
themselves, and in some areas are becoming dangerously rotten. We are hoping to replace the 
fencing in the next few months, starting on Oak Road. We will then replace those on Lancaster 
Road after this. Unfortunately, we probably won’t get started until after the Summer Holidays. 



School Activities 
 

All of our KS1 classes have undertaken their Rightstart Pedestrian Training this term, ensuring that 
they know how to keep themselves safe on the roads. 
Sports Day was a great success, with 14 different activities on offer for the children 
and races for those competitive ones amongst us! I love the fact that the children are 
busy for the majority of the morning, rather than sitting about watching other being 
active! 
Mrs Thomas and I were proud to attend the Wicked Young Writers Awards in London, 
to see our finalists, Janey, Rosa and Euan, on the stage of the Apollo Victoria Theatre. They had a 
fantastic day which I’m sure they’ll never forget. 
Willow and Oak Class received a fire safety talk from our local firefighters. 
Ash Class spent a fantastic day in Windermere, undertaking environmental art. They made their 
own charcoal and used it for drawing. They also cut, whittled and shaped wood to make a class 
centipede! 
A group of Year 5 children represented us at the local Kwik Cricket tournament. They played very 
well and showed excellent team spirit! 

All of the children have participated in 3 moving up days, spending time in their new 
classrooms, getting to know their new teachers and the topics they will be studying 
next year. 
Four pupils represented the school at the Armed Forces Day Flag Raising ceremony 
at Kepple Park. I took children who each had links with the Armed Forces which 
made it an extra special occasion. 

Willow Class have undertaken a course of yoga this half term and have really enjoyed the relaxing 
nature of this new activity. 
Maple Class showed us all they had learned over the year with a fantastic Brass 
Performance. They have worked so hard over the year and delighted us with 
pieces from, amongst others, Robbie Williams and Olly Murrs. It really inspired Ash 
Class who will be taking on the instrument next academic year. 
Acorn Class travelled to Humblescough Farm, where they had a great time exploring the woods 
and learning all about their environment. They were very excited by the pixies and pirate gold! 
Maple Class spent the day with other primary schools at Garstang Academy, enjoying a Creative 
Arts Day. They had workshops in dance, drama and singing throughout the day, and then put on a 
show for their parents. 
The KS2 members of the school council visited St Thomas’s School, with other school councils, 
where they talked about their roles, and listened to a talk from Ben Wallace MP. 
The end of year discos were very well attended, if rather hot and sweaty! 
Oak Class’s production of Bugsy Malone was fantastic—they had worked so hard 
on learning words, dances and songs! Even the American accents were good! 
A team of 19 children went to GCA to take part in the annual Athletics Tournament, 
where they were only 5 points from coming 1st. It was commented to me that if there had been 

points available for behaviour, we would have won hands down! 
Oak Class had a fantastic day in London, despite Donald Trump’s vist coinciding with 
ours, meaning that we had to change some of our plans, and didn’t get chance to visit 
Downing Street as we would normally do. However we did see Trafalgar Square, 
Buckingham Palace and The Changing of the Guard, we had lunch in St James Park 
and had an impromptu performance of Bugsy! We then walked to the Palace of 
Westminster, where we saw the statue of Emmeline Pankhurst, toured the Houses of 
Parliament and took part in a workshop about voting. We finished the day with a walk 
along the South Bank and a well-deserved ice-cream!  

Maple Class enjoyed a day at Cuerden Valley this week, learning all about the river system, which 
they had been learning about in their topic work. There were some wet and happy children! 
 
We do so many activities, both in and out of school, which enrich the children’s experiences and I 
can only thank the staff for all of these wonderful opportunities which they give to the children. 
Pictures are often on both Facebook and Twitter—make sure you follow us and see the fun we 
have! 
 



 

We Are Reading 
 

As you know, we LOVE 
reading at GCPS! I 
currently have seven books 
in my summer reading pile, 
and I can’t wait to get 
started on them. We are 
setting the children a 
Summer Reading 

Challenge this year and we are really excited 
to see the results. You should have received a 
bingo card this week giving the children lots of 
suggestions about where and how they can 
read. My particular  favourite is ‘Read in the 
dark with a  flashlight’ as it brings back 
memories of sneakily reading in bed after 
lights out as a child! We are also asking the 
children to bring in a photo of them reading in 
an unusual place, to make a display in 
September.  
We have signed up to Lancashire’s ‘We Are 
Reading’ pledge and will be undertaking lots 
of activities over the coming year to continue 
to develop the children’s love of reading. We 
are currently looking at making the Theatre 
area into an outdoor reading area and quiet 
zone for children to use at playtimes and 
lunch. Mrs Newiss will be leading the project 
in school, so if you have any great ideas, 
please share them with her. 
We were visited by Garstang Library last 
week, to promote the summer reading 
challenge SCART (Science, Creative,  Active, 
Reading, Technology). Find out more by 
visiting the library or looking at the webpage: 
http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/libraries-and-
archives/libraries/reading-journey/ 

Thumbs Up for Charlie 
 

Thank you for your kindness and generosity 
for this worthwhile cause. To date as a 
school , we have raised over £450, which is 
fantastic. Charlie’s fund has now surpassed 
its target which is fabulous and means that 
he can now travel to Germany for his 
Proton Beam 
Therapy. The 
generosity of 
spirit at times 
like this really 
fantastic to 
see. Thank 
you! 

Office News 
 

Just a reminder that school dinner prices 
are increasing to £2.30 from September. 
Therefore one week’s payment will be 
£11.50. If you would like to get organised 
and pay for the half term in advance, the 
price is £87.40. Please ensure that your 
account is in credit BEFORE  term starts. 
Please put any changes to dinner patterns 
in writing by September 4th. If you would 
like to email Mrs Robinson with any 
changes, her email address is: 
bursar@garstang.lancs.sch.uk. Thank you. 
As I have mentioned before, with the 
changes to the banks in Garstang we are 
really struggling to bank cash, especially 
loose change. Where possible, please 
ensure that you pay via Parentpay. 

Summer Homework! 
 

The summer holidays are a 
great time for a rest and to 
recharge batteries. However 
it is also a really long time to 
be away from school. Please 
make sure that your child 
continues to spend lots of time reading, and 
practicing maths facts such as number bonds 
and times tables. They could also write a 
diary over the summer of all the things they 
got up to. We need to keep all their skills 
fresh, ready for them to make a flying start in 
September. It really does a child’s confidence 
the world of good if they are not feeling ‘rusty’ 
on their return! 

2018-19 Term Dates 
 

Tues 4th Sept—Thurs 25th Oct 18 
Mon 5th Nov—Fri 21st Dec 18 
Mon 7th Jan—Fri 15th Feb 19 
Mon 25th Feb—Fri 5th Apr 19 
Mon22nd Apr—Thurs 23rd May 19 
Mon 3rd June—Fri 19th July 19 
 

2019-2020 Term Dates 
 
Tues 3rd Sept—Thurs 17th Oct 19 
Mon 28th Oct—Fri 20th Dec 19 
Mon 6th Jan—Fri 14th Feb 20 
Mon 24th Feb—Fri 3rd Apr 20 
Mon 20th Apr—Thurs 21st May 20 
Tues 2nd June—Fri 17th July 20 

http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/libraries-and-archives/libraries/reading-journey/srv1/adminusers$/sreeves/Documents/20141117-Office%20365(705535801)
http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/libraries-and-archives/libraries/reading-journey/srv1/adminusers$/sreeves/Documents/20141117-Office%20365(705535801)

