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Dear Parents and Children, 
 
 
Apparently we are in Spring now if you follow the meteorological year!  The mornings are so 
much lighter—it’s nice to be travelling to (and sometimes from) work in daylight! I think we were 
very unlucky with the small amount of snow that we received but we did make the most of it! 
Garstang was lucky to get some in the half term—we saw none in Blackpool! 
 
As we head towards the Easter Break, the children have been really busy with tests, and it is 
Parents’ Evening next week, when you will have the opportunity to have a look at the work they 
have been producing over the year. The new booking system seems to be working really well; 
the majority of appointments had been booked within 48 hours this time!  
 
I hope you have a lovely Easter and that the weather is kind to us! 

 
 
 

Stephanie Reeves 
Headteacher 

Staffing Goodbye 
 

I am sure you will all be sad to 
hear that Mrs Orchard will be 
leaving us at Easter. She is 

leaving to assist her daughter in a new 
business venture. For most of you, Mrs 
Orchard is the face (and voice!) of the school  
- your first port of call with a query. She 
recognises many of you just by your voice, 
and her level of helpfulness is second to 
none! She always goes the extra mile, and 
has been doing so in our school for over 20 
years! She will be coming back once a week 
until the end of the school year in order to 
smooth the transition for us.  
I am sure you will join me in wishing Mrs 
Orchard all the very best for her new role. 
Thank you for all that you have done for our 
school! 

NSPCC Visit 
 

Last week, Chris from the NSPCC visited 
school to talk to the children about keeping safe 
and to promote Childline. He talked to all of the 
children in assembly, and undertook workshops 
in Year 5 and 6. I sat in all the sessions and 
was very impressed with the content of the 
sessions. The children should all be able to tell 
you about their right to be safe and have their 
voice heard. They should also be able to tell 
you the number for Childline! 0800 1111 

Don’t forget to give your 
views on our school at 
Parent View: 
 
https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/ 

https://twitter.com/garstangprimary
https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/


 
National Testing Dates 

 
When we come back after Easter, testing season will very quickly be upon us! Below is an 
indication of which national tests will affect your child. 

 
Phonics 
 
This affects all children in Rowan Class. This test will take place at some point during the week 
beginning June 11th and involves the children reading 40 words in a 1-1 situation with a 
teacher. 
 
KS1 SATs 
There is no stipulated date for these to take place, but we must do them at some point in May. 
The results are used to inform teacher assessment. We do not routinely inform you of your 
child’s score, but will share them with you if you ask. 
 
KS2 SATs 
 
These take place in the week beginning 14th May: 
Monday 14th  Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling 
Tuesday 15th  Reading 
Wednesday 16th Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic) and Paper 2 (Reasoning) 
Thursday 17th  Maths Paper 3 (Reasoning) 
 
Results will be sent out with school reports in July. Writing is assessed using teacher 
assessment only. 

School Activities 
 

Beech Class spent a very poignant day at the Imperial War Museum in Manchester, to support 
their WWII topic. They had the opportunity to talk to a veteran, who talked about his 
experiences in the RAF during the war, and listen to an interview with a lady who was a child 
at the time. They also took advantage of looking at all of the exhibits which looked at war 
across the decades. I think what struck the staff most was that many of the children hadn’t 
ever heard anything about 9/11—they were shocked by what they saw. It’s hard to believe that 
something that as adults we all remember so well didn’t happen in our children’s life time.  
Willow Class had a visit from the school nurse to undertake some work based around ‘The Big 
Bag of Worries’. 
Ash Class took part in a fabulous Archaeology Day where they  learned  more about the Stone 
Age, and the way in which archaeologists have unearthed artefacts that tell us more about our 
history.  
Oak Class took part in an inter-school Maths Challenge. Although we didn’t win this year, the 
children had a fantastic time, and it gives them the opportunity to spend time getting to know 
other children in other schools. 
Oak Class were also visited by a local magistrate, as part of the Magistrates in the Community 
programme. They learned all about the judicial system, and took part in a mock trial. Poor 
Libby was found guilty of online bullying, and is awaiting her sentence!!  
Beech Class have had the opportunity to undertake some transition work at Garstang 
Academy, where Mr Colluney taught them how to draw using perspective. 
Acorn Parents were welcomed into class to take part in a phonics lesson, learning alongside 
their children.  
The children all looked brilliant on World Book Day, dressed as their favourite characters. 
They did some lovely activities during the day, and KS1 returned to school at 6pm for a 
Bedtime Story night, which was lovely! 
The dentist visited Maple Class as part of their curriculum, learning all about how to keep their 
teeth healthy. 



 

Sporting Activities 
 

As ever we have been very busy with our sporting activities. We have had 
several clubs running after school for different year groups, covering 
basketball, multiskills, football and netball. Curriculum activities have included 
Tag Rugby for Beech Class, Boccia for Ash Class, and some healthy 

attitudes work for Beech and Oak, revolving around keeping active, keeping healthy and 
keeping safe.  
Several children travelled to Fleetwood YMCA to take part in an Aquasplash event, where they 
were tasked with using their water skills to undertake lots of different activities, such as 
retrieving things from the bottom of the pool, and swimming through hoops. They had a great 
time! 
9 children went to Millfield last week, and took part in a Multiskills Festival. This allowed them 
to show off all of their  throwing, catching, aiming and running skills in a range of activities. I am 
pleased to say that they came 1st! 

Wicked Young Writers 
 

As you know last year we were really successful in 
the national Wicked Young Writers event, with 5 of 
our children travelling to London as finalists. 
Because we entered so many children last year, 
Wicked Young Writers organised for the author 
Sam Gayton to visit our school. He came last 
Friday, and started with a full school assembly, 
talking to the children about how he found the 
inspiration for his first story, The Snow Merchant, 
and the process of writing it. He held the children 
enthralled. He then worked with Ash Class and 
Maple Class (as these were the classes that had 
last year’s winners). Mrs Thomas said she had 
never read such beautiful work from her class 
before! 
As part of our entry for this year’s competition, Mrs 
Thomas organised two parents’ workshops before 
half term, to give parents the opportunity to work 
alongside their child in beginning to create their 

story. These were very well 
attended and much appreciated by 
the parents and grandparents that 
could attend. Let’s see if we can do 
as well this year! 

Ageing Building! 
 

As you know the school turns 50 next 
year, and the building is beginning to 
show its age! We have had issues with 
the drains around school for a while 
now (you may have noticed an odd 
smell in school occasionally!). The 
drains at the front of school are in a 
particularly bad way—they were laid 50 
years ago, and the pitch fibre they were 
made of is now beginning to 
deteriorate. A bid was put in to LCC to 
have the replacement of the drains 
funded through their Condition Led 
Improvement programme, and I am 
pleased to report that the drains will be 
replaced at no cost to the school. The 
works should begin in the Easter 
Holidays, but will run over into term. As 
they have to cut right across the 
playground, there will be some 
inconvenience for a while. I will keep 
you informed as to how it may impact 
on us. 

Oak Tree Nursery Holiday Club 
 

Oak Tree Nursery, 
which is attached to 
school, is holding a 
holiday club for 2-8 
year olds, within 
their nursery. 
Please click on the 
following link for 
further information: 
 
http://oaktreegarstang.co.uk/holiday-club/ 

 

You can pretend to 
be anyone online, 
so don’t assume 
someone is who 
they say they are. 
Only accept friends 
you know in real 
life! 

http://oaktreegarstang.co.uk/holiday-club/


 

Diary Dates 
 

March 
 
16th  Rowan Class Assembly 9:30am 
  Interim Reports home 
  PTA Easter Bingo 6:30 (ticket only) 
19th  Egg Decorating Competition  
  Parents’ Evening 4-7pm 
20th  Dance Competition 
  Swimming Gala 
21st  Acorn Trip to Old Holly 
  Farm 
22nd  Parents’ Evening 4-7pm 
23rd  Break up for Easter 
 
April 
 
9th  School opens 
11th  Willow Class swimming starts 
16th  PTA Bags 2 School 
18th   Class photos 
 
May (KS1 SATs take place this month) 
 
7th  School closed—Mayday 
11th  Ash Class Assembly 9:30 
14th-17th KS2 SATs 
25th  Beech Class Assembly 
  School closes 
 
June 
 
5th  School opens 
5th-8th Book Fair in school 
7th  Willow Class trip to  
  Brockholes 
15th  Acorn Assembly 9:30 
20th  Sports Morning and picnic 
 
July 
 
10th  Oak Class Production 7pm 
13th  Oak Class London Trip 
16th  KS2 Campfire Evening 
20th  Oak Class Assembly 9:30 
  School closes 
 

PTA Events 
 

The PTA work tirelessly for our 
school, putting on lovely events to 
raise money to help us buy things 
our dwindling school budget  can’t 
fund. They have recently given us a 
cheque for over £3,000 to cover the 
cost of 2 of the interactive boards in 
our classrooms. Without this 
donation, we wouldn’t have been 
able to afford these for at least 3 or 
4 years. The only way the PTA can 
raise these funds is through 
parental support. Many of our 
events are really well supported—
the Easter Bingo for example is 
always a sell out! (I have a 
microphone this year! No more 
croaky voice when I get home!). We 
were disappointed with the uptake 
for the recent Cheese and Wine 
event, where few tickets were sold. 
Understandably, when a new event 
happens people can be dubious as 
to how it will run. Feedback from the 
evening is that it was a really 
enjoyable evening, well worth the 
ticket price. 
Please support your PTA– in doing 
so, you support each and every one 
of our pupils! 

We are Reading!  
 

As you know, reading is hugely 
important to us as a school. Not only 
is it a vital skill for life, it is often an 
escape route, something we can 
immerse ourselves in to forget about 
our everyday worries. We have 
signed up to LCC’s reading 
initiative—We are Reading. We will 
share more with 
you as the scheme 
grows, but in the 
first instance, we 
would like you and 
your children to 
ensure that reading 
is part of your 
everyday life—even 
those pesky 11 
year olds love a 
bedtime story! 


