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ANNUAL LETTER FROM THE GOVERNORS 2018 

Dear Parents 

 Welcome to 2018 and our third annual newsletter updating you on the activities 

undertaken by the Governing Body on your behalf. Looking back over last year I’m 

particularly impressed by the wide variety of achievements and skills that our children 

exhibit. Their Academic progress is very good, and through a programme of extracurricular 

activities, they are also developing into well rounded individuals.  This encompasses a wide 

range of events including sports involvement, fund raising for charities, school visits, music 

and dance. They’ve also participated in maths challenges and achieved great success when 

five children were shortlisted as finalists for the ‘Wicked Young Writers Competition’. All this 

couldn’t be achieved without your support – we couldn’t wish for better partners! 

 In the ever- changing education system we continue to thrive and remain an 

outstanding school. Our Staff work incredibly hard to ensure your child receives an excellent 

level of teaching and learning. Following internal tracking reviews and scrutiny of results, 

annual school priorities are produced. In addition to academic achievements, the school 

places great emphasis on developing individuals who are equipped with life skills to sustain 

them on their learning journeys. Building Learning Power continues to be a priority this year 

and children are becoming increasingly aware of their learning muscles! Progress and 

development are monitored by the governing body through committees and summaries 

presented and discussed at meetings. 

 Staff still remain our most valued resource. Each year the staffing structure is 

scrutinised to ensure we maximise the skills of all staff. This year we said goodbye to Mrs 

Winstanley and Mrs Yates to a well-deserved retirement and Mr Marshall to pastures new in 

Dubai. The Governing Body were closely involved with the recruitment of new staff, Mr 

Wilkinson and Miss Parkinson, who have settled into school very well, bringing additional 

skills to the team. We’re also delighted to send congratulations to Mrs Newiss and Miss 

Knagg on the safe arrival of their babies. 

 There have been a few changes to the Governing Body this year. One of our longest 

serving members, Michael Oliver, has retired after over twenty years of sterling service to 

the school. Unfortunately, Anthony Coppin and Jane Martin have both had to resign due to 

personal circumstances. I’d like to thank them on your behalf and to wish them well in the 

future. We’ve been fortunate in recruiting their replacements; Angela Knowles and James 

Bunting join as Parent Governors and Katie Devany returns, after a gap, as a Community 

Governor. They bring additional skills in terms of finance, health and safety and IT. All 
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governors undertake a skills audit every two years which enables us to monitor the 

composition of the Governing Body and to identify skills that we need to help us with the 

recruiting process. I’m pleased to say that we have built up an excellent range of skills over 

the last few years, which enables us to function effectively. 

  Schools, as you are probably aware from national news coverage, have 

found finances particularly squeezed this year. However, we were fortunate to receive a 

large charitable donation from Rainbow Pre- School before it changed hands to become Oak 

Tree Nursery, which enabled us to change and improve their premises and also access for 

pupils at the rear of the school. The new drains in this area have been robustly tested with 

the wet weather over the past few months and have held up very well. This year we are 

hoping to replace the drains at the front of the school. We are fortunate to have such 

spacious grounds surrounding school but maintenance is costly. Safeguarding is extremely 

important to us and we have recognised the need to install security fencing around the 

perimeter to replace broken fences and gaps in hedges. Financial constraints mean this will 

be a phased approach with the first fencing being installed this year. 

 When I’m out and about in Garstang I often talk to ex- pupils and parents. It’s always 

interesting to hear how children have developed and the paths that they have taken. As our 

50th Anniversary approaches it would be lovely to collect information/ photographs of pupils 

then and now across the decades. If anyone can help with this, we’d love to hear from you. 

May 2019 isn’t too far away! 

 I consider it a privilege to serve as a governor at Garstang Community Primary. 

Although the role is challenging and the accountability increasing, it is an immensely 

rewarding experience. As I visit the school, watch performances, assemblies, brass band 

concerts etc. or accompany children on school trips I’m proud to be part of this thriving 

school. 

  We are always seeking to improve and welcome feedback from you as parents. 

Thank you to those who have completed our parent questionnaire. The feedback was really 

positive. Ofsted also have a questionnaire on the ‘Parent View’ part of their website which is 

a useful indicator for them that we are doing our job properly. Please take time to complete 

this. We regularly recruit new parent governors. If you would be interested in becoming one 

please contact Mrs Reeves or me for an informal chat. 

 As parents you play a pivotal part in the success of the school and on behalf of the 

governors I would like to thank you for your support.  

              Should you wish to get in touch I can be contacted through the school. 

               Kind regards 

               Linda Ward 

 (Chair of the Governors, on behalf of the Governing Body) 

 


