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Dear Parents and Children 
 
Well you can tell we are nearly into December—the weather is really turning cold! Please ensure 
that your child has their coat each morning, and that they bring hat, scarf and gloves on really 
cold days. Also, please  make sure that all the items are clearly named, as these are the items 
that are quickly shed when the children get warm from all their running about! 
 
We are entering one of the busiest times of the year, so please keep checking the text message 
service and email mail service for any updates/changes. Anything urgent we normally text, for 
other messages we try to use email (we are charged for every text sent!) 
 
Thank you so much for your continued support. Later on in the newsletter you will see the results 
of our Parental Questionnaire– to say we were delighted with the response is an understatement! 
Thank you so much to all those parents who responded, it is much appreciated. 

 
 
 
 
 

Stephanie Reeves 
Headteacher 

Christmas Arrangements 
 
6th (2:15pm) & 7th(6:15pm) December: Acorn Nativity ‘A Miracle in Town’ 
7th December: KS2 Carol Service (SS Mary and Michael ’s Church) 2pm. The children will 
walk to the church ready for the service to start at 2pm. ARE YOU ABLE TO HELP WALK 
WITH THE CHILDREN TO CHURCH? PLEASE LET THE OFFICE KNOW ASAP IF YOU 
CAN. 
13th December: Secrets’ Room 
14th December: KS2 to Dukes—’Aladdin’ (return approx. 4:45pm) 
18th December: KS1 Carol Service (St.Thomas ’s Church) 10:00 am 
18th (2:15pm) & 19th(6:15pm) December: Rowan and Willow Nativity ‘Shine Star Shine’  
19th December: Maple Class Brass Concert 2;40pm 
20th December: KS1 party—a special visitor has been invited! 
21st December: Elf Run in aid of Brian House Children ’s Hospice 
      Spanish Club Assembly 9:30am 
The Christmas card post box has been put out. If your child wishes to post their 
Christmas cards, they need to put the full name of the recipient on the envelope, and the 
class they belong to. We are no longer able to give out class lists to assist in the task—
sorry! 

https://twitter.com/garstangprimary


 
School Activities 

 
In the first week of this half term, Oak Class travelled to Tower Wood for a 5 day residential 
visit. During the week they went caving, ghyll scrambling, kayaking, made dens, climbed big 
hills in the dark..! They also made their own packed lunched every day, kept their rooms tidy 
and served dinner, and cleared away afterwards. They had a great time and Mrs Thomas 
reports that they were one of the best groups of children she has ever taken away! It’s such a 
fantastic opportunity for them, and it was lovely to see them work so hard, and push their 
comfort boundaries. My thanks go to Mrs Thomas, Mr Wilkinson, Miss Valiant 
and Mr Seddon, who gave up their time to ensure that the children are able to 
experience this fantastic opportunity. 
The Year 6 councillors and I represented Garstang Community Primary School at 
the annual Remembrance Day parade and, along with our friends from the Blue 
and Green Schools and GCA, laid a wreath in memory of all those who have lost 
their lives through differing conflicts. As part of their project on Remembrance, Willow Class 

visited the war memorial on Croston Road. Mr Butterfield (Miss Valiant’s Grandad) 
also came to talk to them about his experiences in the war. Our poppy appeal raised 
£220.90—thank you for your support. 
Mrs Ayers and I accompanied the junior Council members to Brian House Children's 
Hospice, in order that they could see where the money we raise goes.  They learned 

that it costs over a million pounds a year to fund Brian House, with very little of this coming 
from Government funds. The hospice is designed to give parents of children with life long and 
life limiting illnesses respite. The children toured the kitchen, living areas, craft areas and 
bedrooms and met some of the very small children who were receiving respite that day. They 
were very moved and enthused by what they saw and shared their experiences with their 
classmates on their return. We are holding an Elf Run on 21st December in order to raise 
funds– please support us! 
To support them in their RE  curriculum, Acorn Class received a visit from Raj Kaur from the 
Sikh Gurdwara in Preston, who talked to them about her faith. They also visited the United 
Reformed Church here in Garstang. 
Mrs Thomas, Miss Parkinson and I attended a glittering awards ceremony at the Hilton Hotel in 
Blackpool to be presented with our Wyre Sport School of the Year award. It was a real honour 
and privilege to be awarded with this accolade and it was down to the hard work of the staff 
team, lead last year by Mr Marshall. Well done everyone! 
On Tuesday this week, Dance Club took part in the Wyre and Fylde Dance Festival. They 
performed on the Winter Gardens stage, in front of an audience of over 2,000.  They performed 
a lovely dance to the song ‘Painting the Roses Red’ from Alice in Wonderland. They were an 
absolute pleasure to take, as a lot of the afternoon is spent sat around waiting. It is at times like 
this, when I witness other schools, that I feel very proud  to be Headteacher of our fabulous 
school. The children were a real credit to their families—well done everyone—you were stars. 
Thank you to Miss Julia for her marvellous choreography and tuition and to Mr Wilkinson for his 
lipstick heart painting skills! 

Past Pupil Success 
 

In October I attended the Young Mayor’ Making Ceremony and was delighted to 
see that one of our past pupils, Nathan Halford, being invested as Youth Mayor. 
He  informed me that he is Deputy Head Boy at Ripley also. 
I also attended Garstang Academy’s Achievement Evening, where last Year’s 
Year 11s are presented with their GCSE certificates, and awards are given out. Several of our 
past pupils received awards and it was lovely to share in their successes. I was also delighted 
to find out that the current Head Boy and his Deputy are also past pupils: Michael Fisher 
(Head Boy) and Matthew Jennings (Deputy). We love to see our young people go on to such 
wonderful things—please let us know of any past pupils’ success that you hear of so that we 
can celebrate it! 



 

Banking 
 

As you know, banking in Garstang has become more and more difficult over 
the last year, and for one of our accounts we are now using a banking bus, 
which will only take 10 cheques and 5 bags of coins at a time! We are urging 
parents that, wherever possible, ParentPay is used as this is our most 
efficient form of banking. Please try to send in as little change as possible, as 
we very quickly use our 5 bag limit. Where ParentPay is not an option, please 
consider using a cheque. Thank you so much for your co-operation in this. 

Punctuality 
 

Punctuality at the beginning 
and end of the day is 
becoming more problematic 
This week alone we have 6 
names in the late book.  
Last week there were 9! Not 

only are the children missing vital learning 
time (we start learning before the bell has 
even gone at 9:00!), it is also unsettling and 
upsetting for a child to walk into a settled 
classroom because they are late for school. 
Similarly we have had quite a number of 
late pick ups at the end of the day. Parents 
sometimes don’t even phone to inform the 
office that they are running late! We do 
understand that, on occasion, events out of 
our control do happen but if you are 
regularly running late and need to pick up 
from the office, perhaps it is time to re-
evaluate end of the day arrangements. 
Thank you for your support in this. 

Diary Dates 
 

December 
 
1st  Flu immunisations for Acorn,  
  Rowan, Willow, Ash and Maple  
  Class 
  PTA Film Night 
4th  Brian House Assembly 
6th  Acorn Class Nativity  
7th  KS2 Carol Service with other  
  Garstang Schools, SS Mary &  
  Michael’s 2pm 
  Acorn Class Nativity  
8th  Non-uniform Day—donations for 
  hampers please 
11th  Parliament Assembly and workshop 
  for Y5 & 6 
11th & 12

th
 Garstang Victorian Evening 

12th   Ash Class Pop-up Cafe 
13th   Secrets Room 
14th  KS2 to Dukes – Aladdin 
18th  KS1 Carol Service with other  
  Garstang  Schools, St. Thomas’s 
  10am 
  Rowan & Willow Nativity  
19th  Year 4 (Maple) WOPPS concert     
  2:40pm 
  Rowan & Willow Nativity  
20th  KS1 party 
21st  Spanish Club assembly  
  Brian House Elf Run 
  Break up 
 
January 
 
8th  School opens 
23rd  *Rowan Class Parents’ Evening 1-
  4pm 
24th  *Rowan Class Parents' Evening 4-7 
 
February 
9th  Break up 
 
* Rowan Class parents will receive booking 
instructions for Parents’ Evening by next week. 

A Huge Thank You! 
 

We are massively aware that at this time of 
year we are always asking you for 
contributions for Christmas activities, 
charities, raffles, school photographs, at a 
time when your purses are already under 
strain! We really do appreciate all that you 
do to support the school, and we wouldn’t 
have such lovely resources without your 
help. This year the PTA are raising the 
funds for the interactive screens we now 
have in every classroom, so I can assure 
you that every penny of PTA money is 
spent on the children’s education! Thank 
you all! 

We sent off 43 Christmas boxes to 
Operation Christmas Child! Thank 
you! 



Parental Questionnaire—Results 
 

Thank you to all those who responded to our Questionnaire—we were delighted with the results. 
Not all respondents answered all the questions, so the columns do not always add up to the exact 
number of returns (45). 
The results were as follows: 

One parent replied ‘unsure’ for Qu 13—due to the large class sizes higher up in the school. 
 
Under ‘What works well’ there were many lovely comments—thank you. Many parents feel that the 
school has a real community feel, with fantastic staff who care about the children. The learning 
experiences of the children were also highlighted—not just in the curriculum, but wider experiences 
too, leading to well rounded children. Communication between home and school came out as a 
strength, with email and text messaging being appreciated. School dinners are also a positive 
experience for many, with a good choice and fantastic welfare staff. Many parents commented on 
the well mannered children we have in school, and their motivation to learn.  
 
There were so many lovely things said, and I hope to quote from them in future newsletters and on 
our website. 
 
Areas where parents felt ‘It would be even better if…’ included class sizes (particularly in Year 4 
and 5—33 and 34 respectively). Unfortunately, we do have an intake  capacity of 35 in Year 4 
upwards. Governors recognised this as an issue in 2013 and successfully applied to reduce our 
admission number to 30—however this cannot be applied retrospectively. There is little more we 
can do at the present time. Some parents felt that language and terminology used on worksheets is 
confusing for parents who were taught under a different system, and would appreciate  more 
support in this area. One of our school priorities this year is to try to involve parents more in their 
children’s learning. Another area of concern was the overtly Christian message within school—one 
parent felt that often parents choose our school precisely because it isn’t a faith school, and that the 
messages given were more akin to a faith school. There isn’t much room left here to fully discuss 
this, but I will come back to it on a later newsletter, as I will any other areas that were mentioned in 
this section. 

    Strongly 
Agree 

Agree Disagree Strongly 
Disagree 

Don’t 
Know 

1 
My child feels safe at this school.  35 10        

2 
My child is making good progress at this school.  28 17        

3 
This school meets my child’s particular needs.  34 11       

4 
This school ensures my child is well looked after.  36 9        

5 My child is taught well at this school. 
   33 12       

6 This school helps my child to develop skills in communication, 
reading, writing and mathematics.  37 8        

7 
There is a good standard of behaviour at this school.  33 12        

8 
My child’s lessons are not disrupted by bad behaviour.  28 12  1    3  

9 This school deals with any cases of bullying effectively. 
(Bullying includes persistent name-calling, cyber, racist and 
homophobic bullying). 

 24 13       5 

10 
This school helps me to support my child’s learning.  26 17        

11 
This school responds well to my concerns.  31 12       

12 
This school keeps me well informed.  28 17       

13 I would recommend this school to another parent. Yes  44 No   


