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Dear Parents and Children 
 
I’ll start with apologising that the newsletter has taken so long to commit to paper! Each year the start 
of term seems to get busier and busier, and this year has been no exception! 
Welcome back to the start of a new school year at Garstang Community Primary, and an especially 
warm welcome to all of our new families—its lovely to have you as part of our school family. We have 
taken 29 new children into Acorn, and also welcome Sophie into Rowan, Joshua into Ash, Lilly and 
Arron into Beech and Gypsy into Oak. We hope you will all be very happy with us! 
The children have now been in school three weeks and have made a great start to the year—they are 
already settled and working so hard. They are also looking incredibly smart—thank you for all your 
efforts. Please can I remind everyone that clothing needs to be clearly labelled (already we have 6 
jumpers/cardis with no name and apparently no owner!). Also the children should have their full PE 
kit in school now please, including black pumps for all. Wynsors in Fleetwood do a huge range in all 
sizes (up to adult 8) for £2.50-£3.00! 
Remember that we are here to help and we operate an open door policy - meaning that we aim to 
see you as soon as is practicably possible. Quick messages can be passed on at the beginning of the 
day to the teacher or via the office, or longer meetings can be requested via the office at a mutually 
convenient time. Please don’t let worries linger - the sooner we can sort them the happier everyone 
is. Please let us know of any changes that may affect your child - we are here to support both them 
and you. All teaching staff will be at their doors or on the playground at the end of the day for a quick 
chat. 
As always, don’t hesitate to get in touch 
 
 
Stephanie Reeves 
Headteacher 

 Governor Vacancies 
We currently have a number of vacancies on our Governing Body. Following the resignation of Jane 
Martin as Parent Governor (due to personal reasons), and Anthony Coppin and Mike Oliver as 
Community Governors, we are on the look out for parents and members of the community to help us 
ensure that our school continues to provide an excellent education to all of our pupils. I will be sending 
out nomination forms this week for Parent Governor, but would also like you to rack your brains for any 
members of our community who might be able to offer their skills to us.  We currently have vacancies on 
our Finance and Resources Committee and our Premises, Health and Safety Committee, so would really 
welcome applications with anyone with expertise in these areas. If you would like to know more about 
what Governors do, visit their page on our website, or collar me on the playground! 

https://twitter.com/garstangprimary


 
Young Citizen of the Year 

 
At this time of year, I am asked by the Town 
Council to give nominations for Young Citizen of 
the Year. This is given to a child who has gone 
above and beyond in their community to 
support others. Do you know a child in our 
school who deserves this award? If so please 
drop me an email to explain why you think your 
nomination is worthy of the 
reward. It would be lovely to see 
one of our pupils recognised for 
their hard work for others. 

Christmas! 
Sorry! I know it’s only September! But I know you 
like plenty of notice of what the children are 
involved in so that you can support them. This 
year it has been decided that we will have a 
separate nativity for Acorn Class, and a Nativity for 
Rowan and Willow together. The dates for these 
have already been given out and are in the diary 
section of this newsletter. Unfortunately the day 
of the KS1 Carol Service has now been changed 
and will take place on Monday 18th December at 
10:00 at St Thomas’s Church. This is our joint 
service with St. Thomas’s and SS Mary and 
Michael’s. Please note that the joint KS2 service is 
at 2pm on Thursday 7th December at SS Mary and 
Michael Church. Wyre Sports School of the Year 

I received confirmation on Friday that we have 
been chosen as Wyre Sports School of the Year! 
This award is given to a school who have 
participated at a high level in school sports, 
provide a wide range of opportunities for its 
pupils and has embraced sports across the 
curriculum. Of course the award is thanks to the 
hard work of all the staff especially Mr Marshall 
for ensuring all of the opportunities are 
available. Over the year we have participated in 
a range of sports including judo, boccia, curling, 
fencing and won many competitions including 
the Indoor Athletics and the coveted Whit Cup. 
We came second in the first ever Dance 
Competition in Fleetwood, and participated in 
other traditional sports such as cricket, football, 

netball. None of this can 
happen without the dedication 
of both staff and pupils so a 
huge thank you to all! 

Curriculum Evening 
Thanks to all who managed to attend this evening, 
which I hope you found useful and informative. For 
those unable to attend, a pack should be on its way 
to you, and we will put the presentation on the 
website for you to see. At the meeting I talked 
about our new home-school agreement, which we 
will be sending to you before half term. We will 
send home 2 copies for each child; please read and 
sign the parent section, and talk through the pupil 
section with your child(ren). Then return the signed 
copy to school. This ensure everyone involved with 
your child understands their role and we can work 
together to ensure the best opportunities for all. 

Staffing 
 

Mr Wilkinson and Miss Parkinson have made a 
great start to their time at GCPS and have both 
commented on the lovely welcome they have 
received from pupils and parents. 
We said a temporary goodbye to Mrs Newiss 
on Friday 15th Sept as she began her maternity 
leave. We will let you know any news as soon 
as we hear it! 
Miss Knagg is currently signed off until Oct 2nd. 
We are working on a smooth transition as she 
starts her maternity leave in early December.  

Conkers! 
Whilst learning the song ’Conkers’ last week I was 
shocked to find that very few children knew how to 
play conkers. I think this is a conse-
quence of daft health and safety rules! 
I have explained how to play conkers 
and have encouraged the children to 
bring their conkers (already strung 
please!) to play on the playground. We will ensure 
that they play safely! 

Social Media 
We are now on Twitter! To follow us search for 
@garstangprimary. You can find quick updates and 
interesting tweets from a range of different 
organisations. 



 

Traffic 
I have received complaints 
and concerned comments 
about the irresponsible parking around school, 
particularly at home times. This is a problem 
we highlight regularly and have reported to 
the police. Ultimately it is the driver’s respon-
sibility to ensure that they have parked sensi-
bly, and are not putting any of our pupils’ lives 
at risk. I will be reporting the problems to the 
police again, but would urge you to park safely 
and sensibly. The school council are going to 
look at Walk to School initiatives this year, and 
will be talking to parents about safe ways to 
travel to and from school. Thank you for your 
co-operation in this. 

Harvest 
Willow Class are leading our 
Harvest celebration this Friday 
(29th) at 9:30 am. All are 
welcome. Please send a harvest donation into 
school before Friday, which Year 6 will 
distribute to our elderly neighbours. 

Oak Tree Nursery 
Many of you will already be aware that Rainbows 
Nursery is now Oak Tree Nursery. They are open from 
7;45am until 5:45pm, and will be opening during some 
holidays, beginning this October half term.  
The works to create their garden have over-run, but I 
am assured that the fencing is going in this week and 
we should be able to use the new paths by the end of 
this week. Thank you for your patience in this. 

School Admissions 
 

Year 6 
Parents of Year 6 children should all have 
received an LCC flyer explaining how to 
apply for your child’s secondary school 
place. Applications need to be made, online, 
before 31st October.  
 
Reception 2016 
If your child has their 4th birthday between 
1st Sept 2017 and 31st August 2018, you 
need to apply for a place in Reception for 
next September. If your child’s name has 
been registered with us you will have 
already received a flyer. Applications for a 
primary school place need to be completed 
by 15th January 2018. If you would like to 
take a look round, please make an 
appointment through the school office. 
 
Applications for both Primary and Secondary 
School must be made at: 
 
www.lancashire.gov.uk/schools 

Free School Meals 
 

If you are in receipt of certain benefits, you may be 
entitled to free school meals. Those children entitled 
to free meals attract funding to the school, which 
can be used for a variety of things, including paying 
for school trips. As KS1 children are already receiving 
a free meal daily, some parents forget to register 
with the County. In order to benefit, you must 
register your eligibility with County. This means you 
could be missing out on benefits within school. 
Please see Mrs Reeves or Mrs Orchard if you think 
you may be entitled. 

Discovery Vine 
 

Our breakfast and afterschool provision is delivered by 
Discovery Vine. 
If you need an after school or breakfast place, please 
contact Suzanne Heslop in school 
(between 3:00 and 5:45) or con-
tact Jane or Lynda at Discovery 
Vine on 01772 731808, or email 
jane@discoveryvine.co.uk 
lynda@dicoveryvine.co.uk 

Building Learning Power 
 

This term we will be revisiting everything we 
learnt about Resilience and Resourcefulness, and 
we will be introducing the learning power of  
Co-operation to the children. This uses the skills 
of: interdependence, collaboration, listening, 
empathy and imitation. Basically we will be 
teaching the children to work together 
collaboratively, learning from each other’s 
strengths and learning from and supporting each 
other.  



Reminders 
 

Birthday Non-Uniform 
 
Children may come to school in their own clothes when it is their birthday so that we can all 
make a fuss! Don’t worry if it’s at the weekend or in the holidays - they can come on the 
school day closest to the day. Hair and make up rules still apply. 
 
PE Kits 
 
These should be in school, in a clearly labelled PE bag, all of the time. They will be sent home at the 
end of each half term. If your child is regularly without a PE kit, or forgets for two lessons in a row, we 
will sent a reminder note home. PE is a statutory subject and all children must participate. 
 

Medication 
 
Only prescribed medication can be given in school. If the medicine says 3 times a day please 
time these so a dose does not have to be taken in school. If it is unavoidable, we will endeavour 
to administer the medication. There is a form that must be filled in before any medication is 
given. 

 
Celebration Assembly 
 
Most Fridays we hold a celebration Assembly. The children may bring in any award they 
have achieved out of school. If badges are included, such as swimming, please seal them 
in a plastic pocket so that they don’t fall out! I do often ask the children about their award, 
especially if they are gymnast of the week or suchlike, so please practise with your child 
what they might say. For Water Skills type awards I may ask for one thing they needed to 
do to get the award. It’s amazing how many children don’t know! If your child has been 
awarded Superstar, Class Star or Learning Hero, their photo will be displayed in the foyer 
and their names will appear (hopefully!) in the Courier. 
 
Snack/Lunches 
 
Children in Acorn, Rowan and Willow Class receive a piece of fruit each morning, as part of the 
Government scheme, and so they should not be bringing in any snacks. KS2 children (Ash, Maple, 
Beech and Oak) may bring in a healthy snack for morning break. Fresh fruit or veg is best as that is 

what they are used to in KS1. We do not allow sweets, chocolate and crisps. Similarly, 
sweets, chocolate bars and fizzy drinks are not allowed in packed lunch boxes.  
Children are actively encouraged to bring in a water bottle each day to keep hydrated. 
This must contain water only. They may have juice in their drink for lunch. We do send 
home any rubbish in packed lunch boxes so that you can monitor what your child is 
eating. 
 

Payments 
 
Most payments can be made online using Parent Pay - all families except Acorn should already have a 
log in. Acorn log ins will be sent home when a payment is needed. Any other money 
should be sent in a sealed envelope with the child’s name, and purpose clearly labelled. 
Dinner money is £2.20 per day and MUST be paid two weeks in advance. We cannot 
allow the Parentpay accounts to be in debt so please monitor your balance and ensure 
that there is always funds on the account. Please ensure your child knows each day 
whether they are having a packed lunch or school dinner - they often forget they have a 
packed lunch and have a dinner instead! 
Earrings 
 
These must not be worn to school please. Thank you for your support so far. If you wish for your child 
to have their ears pierced, this must be done at the start of the long summer holiday, to give them time 
to heal. 



Diary Dates 
 

These dates are subject to change. Any changes will be highlighted in bold! 
 

September 
29th  Willow Class Assembly 9:30 – Harvest Assembly     
 

October 
6th   Bags 2 School collection 
13th  Visit from Mayor of Garstang, Peter Ryder 
15th  PTA Fun Run 1:30pm 
18th  Individual photographs – letter to follow 
20th  Target Setting reports home (Years 1-6) 
23rd  Parents’ Evening 4-7pm 
23rd  Year 4 (Maple class) to Ribchester Museum 
25th  Parents’ Evening 4-7pm 
26th  Break up 
 

November 
6th  School opens 
6th-10th Oak Class to Tower Wood 
9th  PTA Meeting—Royal Oak 7:30pm 
13th  Anti-Bullying Week 
17th  PTA Toy Sale 
28th  Dance Club to Winter Gardens 
30th  Year 4 (Maple Class) to Springfields—letter to follow 
 

December 
1st  Flu immunisations  
  PTA Film Night 
6th  Acorn Class Nativity 2pm 
7th  KS2 Carol Service with other Garstang Schools, SS Mary & Michael’s 2pm 
  Acorn Class Nativity 6pm 
11th & 12th Garstang Victorian Evening 
14th  KS2 to Dukes – Aladdin 
18th  KS1 Carol Service with other Garstang Schools, St. Thomas’s 10am 
  Rowan & Willow Nativity 2pm 
19th  Year 4 (Willow) WOPPS concert 2pm 
  Rowan & Willow Nativity 6pm 
21st  Spanish Club assembly 9:30am 
  Break up 
 


