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Dear Parents and Children, 
 
I always seem to be last minute with these newsletters! I have every intention of getting them out 
at the start of the month, but the days seem to fly by! 
 
I hope you have a lovely half term, and manage to spend some quality time with your families. 
Please remember that we break up on THURSDAY 26th OCTOBER, as there is a staff INSET on 
the Friday. We are renewing out first aid qualifications so there will be lots of bandaging going on! 
 

Baby News! 
 

We are delighted to announce the 
birth of Mrs Newiss’ baby, on Friday 
20th October at 4:20 
am. Nathaniel Alec 
weighed in at 6lb 12 oz 
and was lucky enough 
to be born at home. 
The new family are 
enjoying getting to 
know each other and 
will be in to visit 
school. Head over to 
our Facebook or Twitter pages for a 
sneaky peek at the pictures! 

Staffing 
 

I am pleased to say that Miss Knagg is feeling much 
better, and has returned to work this week. In order to 
ensure continuity for Rowan Class, Miss Martin has 
been contracted until the end of the academic year, 
and will remain in Rowan Class as their teacher. Miss 
Knagg will be undertaking lots of admin tasks related 
to her role as the Special Needs Co-ordinator, making 
sure that I am all organised to take it over when she 
starts her maternity leave in December! 

Harvest 
 

Thank you all for the lovely Harvest 
donations you sent in. The residents of 
the sheltered accommodation on Oak 
and Maple Roads were very pleased to 
receive the gifts.  

Wyre Sports School of the Year 
 
I am delighted to say that we have been awarded 
Wyre Sports School of the Year! This means that 
our provision has been recognised as 
being outstanding, both in breadth and 
frequency. It also means that we will be 
nominated in the Lancashire Awards at 
the end of November. This award is 
down to the hard work and dedication 
of our school staff, giving up their own 
time to ensure there are opportunities 
for all. It is also very much down to Mr 
Marshall’s drive and passion—and he is 
absolutely delighted! Unfortunately he cannot attend 
the award ceremony, but we will send him videos 
and photos of the glittery ceremony! 

 
 
 

Stephanie Reeves 
Headteacher 

https://twitter.com/garstangprimary


 

Parent View Questionnaire 
 

Parent View gives you the chance to tell Ofsted what you think about our school, from the 
quality of teaching to dealing with bullying and poor behaviour. The survey can be completed 
at any time; and you can complete it more than once in your child’s school career. The link is: 
https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/ 
 
We are always trying hard to give the very best education we can to your child, and feedback 
is really important to us. We have made parental engagement one of the priorities in this 
year’s School Improvement Plan. The one thing the Ofsted questionnaire doesn’t give us is an 
idea of what we do really well and the areas you think improvements could be made. So we 
will send the Ofsted questionnaire out in paper format to Y1-Y6, with these boxes added in. 
Please complete and return by FRIDAY 17TH NOVEMBER. Thank you. (Acorn Class will 
receive a separate questionnaire after half term). 

Parent Governor 
 

As you know we recently asked for 
nominations for the parent governor vacancy. I 
am delighted to announce that the new parent 
governor is Mr James Bunting, whose son 
Samuel is in Acorn Class. Mr Bunting offered 
the following as part of his application: 
 
‘I am married to Mel and we have 2 children, 
Sam and Charlotte with another due in 
December. I have lived in Garstang all my life 
as has my wife, who also works at BAE 
Systems. I have worked for Lancashire Fire 
and Rescue Service for 9 years as a Fire 
Safety Enforcement Officer and also 
operationally. This I believe provides me with 
a wealth of experience and knowledge which I 
feel will be of benefit to GCPS; working daily 
alongside the community and local authorities 
and dealing with many other schools in the 
district. My aim is to enable GCPS to provide 
the very best facility and education for our 
children so they leave with outstanding skills, 
confidence and citizenship qualities to aid their 
journey on to High School and beyond.’ 
 
Mr Bunting will join the Premises, Health and 
Safety Committee as he has a wealth of 
knowledge to offer us. 

School Information 
 

In our quest to improve all information we 
give you, we are working hard on keeping 
you up to date on our website and social 
media. The website address is: 
www.garstangcommunityprimary.co.uk 
Our Facebook profile can be found at: 
https://www.facebook.com/
garstancommunityprimary/?
ref=bookmarks 
We can be found on Twitter at: 
https://twitter.com/garstangprimary 
 
We try to keep the Facebook and Twitter 
profile as up-to-date as possible—however 
we don’t have many followers on Twitter! 
Please follow us on there as we do 
retweet things from other companies or 
organisations that we think you would find 
useful. 

School Admissions 
 

Year 6 
Applications need to be made, online, 
before 31st October.  
Reception 2018 
If your child has their 4th birthday 
between 1st Sept 2017 and 31st August 
2018, you need to apply for a place in 
Reception for next September. 
Applications for a primary school place 
need to be completed by 15th January 
2018. If you would like to take a look 
round, please make an appointment 
through the school office. 
Applications for both Primary and 
Secondary School must be made at: 
www.lancashire.gov.uk/schools 

                                                          
Use the privacy and 
security settings on 
social media sites so 
that only your friends 
and family can see 
your pictures. 

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.garstangcommunityprimary.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/garstancommunityprimary/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.facebook.com/garstancommunityprimary/?ref=bookmarks
https://www.facebook.com/garstancommunityprimary/?ref=bookmarks
https://twitter.com/garstangprimary
School%20Admissions


 
School Activities 

 
Sports 

 
Clubs that ran this half term: 
Change 4 Life (KS2) 
Dance (Y4,5,6) 
Netball (Y5,6) 
Football (Y4,5,6) 
Speedstacking (Y3,4) 
 
Oak Class have undertaken a course of Fencing in their PE lessons—they look fabulous in all 
the gear! 
We took part in the local schools boys’ football at Myerscough, and came an impressive 2nd.  
Mrs Ayers took a group of Year 2 children to Cardinal Allen in Fleetwood to tale part in a multi-
skills competition. It was the first time many of them had represented the school at this kind of 
event, and they had a fabulous time. As ever, we were very proud of their behaviour! 
The PTA held its annual fun run, with lots of runners, both old and young! First Junior home 
was Joe Painter  and first Infant home was Isaac Moxham. 
 
Community 
 
We continue to have our Open the Book team in school every fortnight to re-enact the Bible 
stories for the children. It really is the children’s favourite assembly, and this term we have 

learned about Moses and the Burning Bush, and the prophet Jeremiah. 
Willow Class gave us a wonderful assembly to celebrate Harvest Festival, and 
they also created a display for the United Reformed Church on Croston Road. 
Oak Class delivered the Harvest Parcels to our elderly neighbours, who were 
delighted with the gifts they received. Thank you for your generosity. 
Oak Class received a visit from PC Matt Butcher, talking to them about their 
responsibilities out in the community and how these responsibilities increase as 
they get older. He also talked to them about keeping safe, particularly on the 
internet. 

I took our  2 eldest school councillors to Poulton Civic Centre to receive our School in Bloom 
Award. They met the Mayor of Wyre and used the microphones in the council chamber to grill 
her on local policy! 
On Friday 13th October, the Mayor of Garstang, Peter Ryder, visited our school. He was 
quizzed by Willow Class and the school councillors about his role. The councillors then walked 
up to St Thomas Community hall in the afternoon to meet other school councillors from the 
blue and green schools. They quizzed Mr Ryder further and found out more about the work of 
the Town Council. 
The school nurse popped into Acorn Class to talk to them about hand 
hygiene. They are now fabulous at washing their hands—the soap usage 
on that day was astronomical! 
This term the whole school has been looking at the religion of Sikhism in 
their RE lessons. Willow Class took a trip to the Sikh Gurdwara in Preston, 
where they learned all about how the temple works and how the Sikhs 
cherish their holy book, the Guru Granth Sahib. We then welcomed Raj 
Kaur into assembly to talk to the whole school about her religion. The 
assembly ended with a turban making competition! 
Maple Class took a trip to Ribchester to learn more about the Romans. 
They had a fantastic day! 
 
Coming up next term… 
Tower Wood 
Dance Festival 
Christmas!! 



 

Diary Dates 
 

These dates are subject to change. Any changes will be highlighted in bold! 
 
October 
 
25th  Parents’ Evening 4-7pm 
26th  Break up 
31st  Secondary Admissions Closing date 
 
November 
 
6th  School opens 
6

th
-10

th
 Oak Class to Tower Wood 

9th  PTA Meeting—Royal Oak 7:30pm 
13th  Anti-Bullying Week 
15th  School Council to Brian House 
17th  PTA Toy Sale 
21st  Reception Class  Eye Tests 
22nd  Reception & Year 6  Heights and Weights 
28th  Dance Club to Winter Gardens 
30th  Year 4 (Maple Class) to Springfields—letter to follow 
 
December 
 
1st  Flu immunisations for Acorn, Rowan, Willow, Ash and Maple Class 
  PTA Film Night 
6th  Acorn Class Nativity 2pm 
7th  KS2 Carol Service with other Garstang Schools, SS Mary & Michael’s 2pm 
  Acorn Class Nativity 6pm 
11th  Parliament Assembly and workshop for  
  Y5 & 6 
11th & 12

th
 Garstang Victorian Evening 

13th   Secrets Room 
14th  KS2 to Dukes – Aladdin 
18th  KS1 Carol Service with other Garstang  Schools, St. Thomas’s 10am 
  Rowan & Willow Nativity 2pm 
19th  Year 4 (Maple) WOPPS concert 2pm 
  Rowan & Willow Nativity 6pm 
20th  KS1 party 
21st  Spanish Club assembly 9:30am 
  Brian House Elf run 
  Break up 

School Improvement Priorities 
Each year, the school sets priorities to ensure the school is constantly moving forward. This 
year’s priorities are: 
 90% of pupils overall to achieve age related expectations in Mathematics at the end of 

academic year 2017 to 2018 including 86% of all boys, closing the gap between girls and 
boys and improving the proportion of pupils who make expected or better progress. 

 To create and gradually embed an assessment policy for the core subjects that drives 
effective teaching and learning thus impacting on whole school progress. 

 Parents feel involved in their children’s learning, and responses on school questionnaire 
and Ofsted’s Parent View site demonstrate an improvement so that the vast majority 
respond positively, especially those relating to their understanding of attainment and 
progress. 

 Develop and embed subject leadership so all leaders are secure in knowledge of 
standards in their subject across school. 


