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Dear Parents and children 
 
As I sit here looking at the rain against the window, I wonder if we saw Spring last week. Let’s 
hope not, as we have a lovely 2 week break ahead of us and I am willing the sun to shine! 
Whatever you do over the Easter break, I hope you manage to get to spend some quality time 
together and have an enjoyable break. The summer term is always a busy one with so much 
going on, including national testing in Years 1, 2 and 6 - please see the section on tests for 
these dates. We also have lots of fun in the Summer Term! 
 
There is lots to read in the newsletter, so please make sure that you make a note of the 
important information and dates. 
 
Have a great Easter 

 
 
 

Headteacher 

Staffing from September 2017 
 

There will be some staffing changes in 
September as we will be saying goodbye to two 
of our members of teaching staff at the end of 
the year. 
Mr Marshall is leaving to take up a teaching post 
in an International School in Dubai. No more 
wet lunchtimes for him! Mr Marshall joined us as 
an NQT 4 years ago and has been a fantastic 
teacher and PE lead. We wish him all the best. 
Mrs Winstanley will be taking retirement from 
the teaching profession at the end of the school 
year. Mrs Winstanley has had a long 
association with the school, her eldest child 
starting here over 20 years ago! Mrs Winstanley 
has been teaching at the school since 2001 and 
has given so much of herself to our school 
family. 
Both members of staff will be sorely missed. 
Adverts for the posts will go out in the next 
couple of weeks, and I will inform you when we 
have successfully appointed. 

Playground Supervision 
 

This is a polite reminder that children 
should not be arriving on the school 
playground before 8:45 in the morning as  
we cannot guarantee supervision before 
this time. Some older children have been 
arriving at school at 8:20 some mornings 
in order to play football before school. In 
future I will be inviting those children into 
school and finding them a job to do! 
After school supervision is also becoming 
an issue as the evenings become 
warmer and children want to linger. 
Please ensure that your children are 
supervised at these times as we often 
have to administer first aid to injuries 
sustained whilst children play after 
school. Also, the playground must be 
empty when our after school club, 
Discovery Vine come out after their 
snack, as they have exclusive use at this 
time. Thank you for your help in this. 



 

National Testing Dates 
 

Phonics 
 
This affects all children in Rowan Class and some in Willow. This test will take place at some 
point during the week beginning June 12th and involves the children reading 40 words in a 1-
1 situation with a teacher. 
 
KS1 SATs 
There is no stipulated date for these to take place, but we must do them at some point in May. 
A helpful video from the STA has been uploaded to our Facebook page and can be found 
from the link at the bottom of this text box. 
 
KS2 SATs 
 
These take place in the week beginning 8th May.: 
Monday 8th Reading 
Tuesday 9th Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling 
Weds 10th Maths Paper 1 (Arithmetic) and Paper 2 (Reasoning) 
Thursday 11th Maths Paper 3 (Reasoning). 
 
Our year 6 have also been ‘selected’ by the STA to trial Grammar, Punctuation and Spelling 
tests for future years. The children will sit this test on Thursday 20th April, and it will be 
administered by an outside agency, although myself and the Year 6 staff will be present. 
Neither the school or the children are given any results or feedback on these tests. 
 
A helpful video from the STA has been uploaded to our Facebook page and can be found 
from the following link  
 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/2017-national-curriculum-tests-for-key-stages-1-
and-2-information-for-parents 
 

Uniform Policy 
 

As Easter is often a time when new uniform is purchased, here is a timely reminder of our 
uniform requirements. In summer, children are allowed to wear a red gingham summer dress, 
either with a red cardigan or sweatshirt. Grey school shorts can also be worn with a white polo 
shirt. Black school shoes must be worn - no sandals are allowed. PE kit consists of a white t-
shirt (plain or with school logo), black shorts and black pumps. I did buy over 20 pairs of ‘spare’ 
pumps before Christmas and these are in constant use by children who do not appear to have 
their own. Please ensure your child has a pair of pumps that fit as they are required for PE. 
Long hair should be completely tied back with a small bobble. Plain headbands can be worn, 
but must be removed for PE. Large bows are not suitable for school - please save these for 
special occasions and parties. 
 
A new uniform policy has been agreed by the Governors, which will come into force from 
September 2017 - a copy will be sent to you next term. The main points to emphasise are that 
GREY skirts/trousers are the requirement, not black. Red polo shirts will be phased out, and 
we will be insisting on white polo shirts - not blouses/shirts. Also, after long debates over 
Health and Safety, and discussion over missed PE lessons, from September no earrings will 
be allowed to be worn in school. This is also in line with Garstang Academy’s jewellery policy. 
The only time it is feasible to get your child’s ears pierced is on the first day of the summer 
holiday. 



School Activities and Achievements 
 

Curriculum 
 
Acorn Class held a pop up café just before half term, to which their families were invited. The 
children acted as waiters and chefs, making their parents’ orders and serving them. It was a lovely 
afternoon, enjoyed by all. 
I had the honour of escorting our Y5/6 singing club to the Manchester Arena to take part in the 
Young Voices Concert. We were part of a 7,000 strong choir and sang our hearts out! It really is a 
fabulous experience and we look forward to doing it all again next year! 
Willow Class delighted us all with their assembly based around The Great Fire of London - there 
was art, acting, singing… a whole host of talent! Class assemblies are a lovely way to share what 
we have been learning in class. 
Oak Class undertook our annual day trip to London - and an amazing time was had by all! We set 
off from Preston Station at 6am - lots of bleary faces, and coffee for the staff. On arrival in London, 
we took the tube to Westminster (that was fun at 8:30 on a Monday morning!), and walked to the 
Houses of Parliament. Our tour included the Queen's Robing Room, the Houses of 
Commons and Lords, the Great Hall and a workshop. It was fascinating. It was the 
4th time I had been and I learn something new every time. From there we walked to 
Buckingham Palace, where we took photos and looked to see if we could see the 
Queen. We then visited the Queen’s Gallery and The Royal Mews. After this we 
walked through St James’ Park to Whitehall, and passed through security to visit 
Downing Street - a real experience! We then visited the National Gallery and Trafalgar Square 
before taking the tube back to Euston. 35 exhausted children and 8 very exhausted adults arrived 
back in Preston Station at 9:40pm, after a day to remember.  
We have been saddened to hear of the terrorist attack in London last week - our trip made those 
news reports very real to the children who had accompanied us. We hope that it will not jeopardise 
any future London trips, as the children’s experience of visiting their capital city is something that 
needs to be experienced first hand. 
World Book Day was great, with the children’s (and parents’) creative sides coming out! The 
dioramas of our favourite books were fabulous - thank you so much for all the hard work that went 
into them. 

Ash Class took part in a Stone Age to Iron Age day to complement their History 
curriculum. They learned all about being hunter gatherers, and even made their 
own flint axes. It was a great way for them to learn about a period of History that 
was so long ago. 

Spelllbinder came for his annual visit and kept the children entranced with his wonderful 
storytelling. I have never seen them so quiet for so long! PTA always pay for this event, and really 
adds to the children’s experience of stories. 
The dentist visited Year 4 to support the science curriculum. They learned all about 
keeping their teeth healthy and even went home with a goody bag! 
Acorn Class made beautiful Easter baskets with the help of Cerys’s Grandma. They 
thought very carefully about how they would like to decorate their basket, and it did include some 
chocolate of course. 
Rowan, Willow, Ash and Maple class all received a visit from Debbiie at NISCU, who helped them 
to understand the importance of the Easter Story. Ash Class also learned about Easter in 
Romania, thanks to Harry and his mum.  
 
Community 
Hospuss, The Brian House mascot, joined us in assembly, to thank us for all the fund raising we do 
for Brian House. 
As usual the Easter Bingo was very well attended with chocolate galore! Thank you for your 
donations. 
Thank you so much for the creativity and effort shown in the Decorated Egg competition. The 
entries were outstanding and Emma from Brian House really struggled to judge them. We handed 
over all of the generous donations for which Brian House are very grateful. 



School Activities continued 
 

Sport 
 
Our Athletics team travelled to Blackpool to take part in the Lancashire Athletics Finals (for 
many it was the day after they had walked miles around London!) They took part in a range of 
field and track events, and worked well as a team. We came 5th, out of all the 
schools in Lancashire, which is a huge achievement! Well done! 
5 of our children took part in a boccia and curling event at the Academy. It was a 
really enjoyable  afternoon, taking part in activities which are fairly new to us. 
Year 6 Dance Club took part in the first Fylde and Wyre  Dance Competition up at 
the Marine Hall. It was a great night, with lots of talent on show, and I am proud to say our Year 
6 dancers came 2nd out of 14 schools. Thanks particularly to Miss Julia for all her hard work. 

The Swimming Gala for local schools took place last week and we came a 
very respectable 2nd place. The children took part in races using all the 
strokes - I am always particularly impressed by the Butterfly! 
 

All of our school activities are celebrated on our school Facebook page - please follow us and 
like our posts!  We can be found on: @garstangcommunityprimary. 

Diary Dates 
 
April 
 
18th School re-opens 
20th Oak Class Trial GPS test 
 
May 
 
KS1  SATs will take place at some time this 
 month (Willow Class) 
8th-11th KS2 SATs (Oak Class) 
16th/17th Oak Class Bikeability 
18th Maple Class Water Cycle 
 Workshop 
25th Beech Class Assembly 9:30am 
 School closes 
 
June 
5th School re-opens 
12th KS1 Phonics Test this week (Rowan Class) 
 Maple Class to Cuerden Valley 
21st Sports’ Morning and picnic 9:15-1:00 
23rd Acorn Class Assembly 9:30am 
28th Reserve Sports’ morning 
 
July 
6th Y6 Production Evening Performance  
11th Maple Class Brass Concert  2:30pm 
14th Reports 
 Disco 
17th KS2 Campfire Evening 
21st Oak Class leavers’ assembly 
9:30am 

  You can 
pretend to be 

anyone online, so 
don’t assume other 

people are who they 
say they are. Your 

online friends should be 
only people that you know in the 

real world, and you should never 
agree to meet anyone you have met 
online, or have not seen offline before. 

School Funding 
 

I’m sure you will all be aware of the 
struggle schools are facing in the face of 
increased real term cuts. The tightened 
budgets for schools have been headline 
news for a while now, and the 
introduction of the new National School 
Funding Formula will have a detrimental 
effect on many schools, including ours.  
Staff and Governors are very aware of 
the issue and would like to keep you 
abreast of the latest information. The 
Chair of Governors and myself will be 
sending you a letter after Easter to 
inform you of how these cuts could 
affect our school in the future, and what 
we are doing on your behalf to lobby the 
Government. We will include in  the 
letter ways in which you as parents can 
help, and I will make school funding a 
regular item on the newsletter. 


