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February 2017 Phone: 01995 603622  e-mail: head@garstang.lancs.sch.uk 5 

Dear Parents and Children, 
 
I’m not really quite sure where January disappeared to! This has been a very short term of 5 
weeks and we break up on Friday for the half term break. Although the term has been short, as 
usual we have managed to do lots of interesting and exciting things, which you can read about 
later in the newsletter. The children and staff have worked incredibly hard, and you will be able 
to look at what they have been up to in class when you visit on Parents’ Evening. By now you 
should have received your link to make an appointment on line for your meeting - fingers 
crossed it all goes smoothly. I have put a little more info about Parents’ Evening later on in the 
newsletter - please have a look. We have set the system up so that there are 19 appointments 
available each evening - please book early to ensure you get the day and time you want. Don’t 
forget to book a slot for each of your children. This is a new system to us, so please let us know 
how you find it. 
 
Attached to this newsletter is a letter from our Chair of Governors, Linda Ward, detailing the 
work of the Governing Body over the last 12 months. We had no nominations for Parent 
Governor in the last election; if you would like to be considered as a parent governor, please let 
Mrs Reeves know by Wednesday 22nd February 2017. 
 
We are delighted to welcome Joy and Faith into Acorn Class and Reuben into Ash Class. We 
hope they will be very happy here. 
 
Have a lovely half term break, and we will see you all back, bright-eyed and bushy tailed, on 
Monday 20th February. 

 
Stephanie Reeves 
Headteacher 

50th Birthday 
 

On May 1st 1969, Garstang County Primary School opened to children, under 
the leadership of Mr William Greaves. This means that in 2019 we will be 
celebrating our 50th birthday. We already have some ideas of how we might 
celebrate this milestone, but please let us know if you have any ideas too. Nearer the time we 
will be looking for memorabilia to display. Are you brave enough to lend us your school photo, 
class photo, school report, etc. from when you were a pupil at our school? 
We still have the log book that Headteachers wrote in daily (how did they find the time?!!) that 
takes us to March 1989 and the Admission Register, detailing all children who were admitted 
until February 1994 - I wonder if your name is in there? It will be a really exciting time and we 
aim to make it as fun, informative and interesting as possible. 



 
School Activities 

 
Sports 
 
Maple Class have been busy this term, receiving Gymnastics support in their 
curriculum PE lessons, delivered by a professional coach. I have seen some 
impressive moves in my walks through the hall. 
 
Oak Class have undertaken some training in the Modern Pentathlon, which includes fencing, 
200m freestyle swimming, show jumping, and a final combined event of pistol shooting and a 
3200m cross-country run. As Oak Class have already had swimming input lower down the 
school, and fencing lessons in the Autumn Term, they concentrated on shooting (with laser 
guns) and cross country running. We struggled to facilitate the show jumping! They particularly 
enjoyed the shooting aspect! 

 
Ash Class have been enjoying judo lessons each Thursday with the help of Paul. He 
brings mats and suits for the children and they look fantastic. They are learning a lot 
about the discipline of judo. 
 

Mrs Love took a group of children to Garstang Community Academy to undertake some 
Basketball training and to participate in some games. The children thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves. A group of younger children also attended GCA for Handball, and had fun learning 
this new sport. 
 
Dance Club have been accepted into a dance competition in March, and we have decided to 
concentrate on Year 6  for this event. We will be dancing to ‘We’re All in this Together’ from 
High School Musical, and it’s all coming together quite nicely. 
 
The Athletics team represented the Garstang and area schools at The Wyre and Fylde Athletic 
Finals, held in Blackpool in January. The indoor athletics compromises a range of track and 
field events, including the ‘Paarluf’, javelin, high jump and many more. It was an 
exciting evening, and the competition was fierce! However I am delighted to say 
that we were the winners on the night, and now go forward to the Lancashire 
Finals in February, representing Wyre District. We are so proud of the team and 
my thanks go to Mr Marshall and Mrs Mortimer for their expert training! 
 
Curriculum 
 
We held the most fantastic Art Week, with Chas Jacobs visiting us for 2 of the days, working 
with each class to develop their drawing and painting skills. If you are unfamiliar with Chas’s 
work, I urge you to have a look online, as his colourful pictures of Lancaster and surrounding 
areas are so bright and cheerful. The children and staff gained a great deal from working with 
Chas, who declared our school to be the nicest he’s ever worked in! The children have 
recreated our local community in Chas’s style, and you will be able to view the pictures on 
display when you visit on Parents’ Evening. Thank you to Mrs Winstanley for organising such a 
great week. 
 
Open the Book Assemblies continue to be the children’s favourite assembly, with much 
audience participation! They learn a great deal, not just about the Bible stories, but also about 
how to be kind, helpful and honest.  
 
I accompanied Oak Class to GCA to take part in the inter-school maths challenge, which was 
great fun. The maths was quite tricky, and we all managed to be successful in what we were 
asked to do - Oak Class certainly enjoyed themselves! 



 

School Activities continued… 
 

Curriculum 
 
Willow Class undertook some work with the school nurse, based around the book ‘The Big Bag 
of Worries’. This enabled them to think about how to share any worries they might have, rather 
than letting them grow into even bigger ones. 
 
Oak Class received a visit from a local magistrate and they learned all about how the justice 
system works. The even got to stage a mock trial! This experience is one we find really useful 
and informative, and the children gain a great deal from it. 
 
Beech and Oak Class were visited by the Highways police who delivered a 
safety talk, which I am sure the children will share with you next time you 
are travelling on the motorway! They learned all about why we have the 
hard shoulder, what it is for, and how to use it safely; how to use bridges 
that cross the motorway safely (particularly important in our area!) and 
which vehicles are allowed on the motorway. They also got to look inside the Highway vehicle 
and see the messages that can be relayed, and hear how the siren is different to that of a 
police car.  
 
Community 
 
We have hosted several students on work placements this term. We receive lots of requests 
each year for placements, either to support college courses, or as a taster before students 
begin at University. We also have a very good partnership with Lancaster University Student 
Union Volunteer group, and are currently hosting 3 of these students on placements.  In return, 
the University put on days for our older pupils at the campus - older pupils keep your eyes 
peeled for further information! 
 
4 pupils and Mrs Gregson learned some new skills at Kepple Lane park when they were asked 
to help tidy up the willow tunnel and undertake some willow weaving. Apparently this is the 
ideal time, before the leaves begin growing, to weave the offshoots back into the tunnel. The 
children had a lovely time and Mrs Gregson was very proud of them and all their hard work. 

 
KS1 children were invited back to school, in their pjs and onesies, with teddies 
and blankies, to take part in our annual ‘Bedtime Story Night.’ They had a lovely 
time, and shared some great stories, particularly enjoying Mr Seddon’s story 
telling of Foo Foo the Bunny! 
 

It’s hard to believe that we have crammed so much into a 5 week term - it’s only when you 
start writing it down that you realise how very lucky our children are! Alongside these activities 
we have also run several clubs this term: Art Club, Athletics, Gymnastics, Spanish, Dance, and 
Singing. 
 
Please like our Facebook page to see photos of the children in action, or visit our website: 
garstangcommunityprimary.co.uk 

Anything you upload or post on the internet could be 
there forever, so think twice before doing it. It could 

affect your whole future. Think about the content of the 
Safer Internet Day assemblies! 

ICT  

TOP TIP 



 

Diary Dates 
 
February 
9th Young Voices 
10th Willow Class Assembly 9:30am 
10th School closes 
20th School re-opens 
24th Interim Reports 
27th Oak Class London Trip 
28th Athletics Final Blackpool 
 Parents’ Evening 
 
March 
1st Ash Class Stone Age Day 
2nd Parents’ Evening 
10th Spellbinder Storyteller - dress up 
14th Dance Competition - Marine Hall 
16th Maple Class Dentist Visit - talk only!! 
17th Non-Uniform Day - Easter Egg donation 
 Easter Bingo 
22nd Class Photographs 
28th Beech Class to Lancaster University 
31st Rowan Class Assembly 9:30am 
 School closes for Easter 
 
April 
18th School re-opens 
24th Oak Class Trial GPS test 
this week  sometime 
May 
KS1  SATs will take place at some time this 
month (Willow Class) 
8th-11th KS2 SATs (Oak Class) 
16th/17th Oak Class Bikeability 
18th Maple Class Water Cycle Workshop 
25th Beech Class Assembly 9:30am 
 School closes 
June 
5th School re-opens 
12th KS1 Phonics Test this week (Rowan Class) 
Maple Class to Cuerden Valley 
21st Sports’ Morning and picnic 9:15-1:00 
23rd Acorn Class Assembly 9:30am 
28th Reserve Sports’ morning 
 
July 
6th Y6 Production Evening 
 Performance  
11th Maple Class Brass Concert  
2:30pm 
14th Reports 
 Disco 
17th KS2 Campfire Evening 
21st Oak Class leavers’ assembly 9:30am 
 Break up for Summer 

Parents’ Evening 
 

Hopefully you have all managed to 
work the new Parents’ Evening 
booking system! The biggest tip we 
can give is ONLY type your child’s 
FIRST name, and book early if you 
need a specific day! In less than 24 
hours of going live 70% of parents 
had booked in! 
Please remember that we allocate 10 
minutes to you for each child. We will 
be very stringent about this and will 
end the interview when your time is 
up. If you have further queries, 
please make an alternative 
appointment, or email your query to 
either myself or Mrs Orchard and we 
shall pass it on. Hopefully the interim 
reports we have produced will give 
you some of the information before 
you attend, but when we run over it 
affects not just that class, but 
siblings’ classes too.  
Parents’ Evening is a very 
pressurised time for our staff, who 
often don’t leave much before 
9:00pm. Please help us make it a 
positive experience for everyone! 

Don’t forget that we are 
collecting used stamps for 
the Albatross Appeal. 
Stamps do not need to be 
taken off the envelope, 

but should ideally have no more than 
a quarter of an inch border. 
To find out more about how stamps 
help save albatrosses go to:  
https://www.rspb.org.uk/join-and-
donate/donate/appeals/albatross/
howyoucanhelp/stamps.aspx  

PE Kit 
A polite reminder that PE Kit should 
be in school all of the time and 
consists of: White crew neck t-shirt, 
black shorts and black pumps. We 
have lots of children currently who 
are using the spare ‘emergency’ 
pumps. I got these from Wynsdors in 
Fleetwood very cheaply and they 
had all sizes! 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/join-and-donate/donate/appeals/albatross/howyoucanhelp/stamps.aspx
https://www.rspb.org.uk/join-and-donate/donate/appeals/albatross/howyoucanhelp/stamps.aspx
https://www.rspb.org.uk/join-and-donate/donate/appeals/albatross/howyoucanhelp/stamps.aspx


ANNUAL LETTER FROM THE GOVERNORS 2017 
 

Dear Parents 
 
 We’re pleased to be able to take this opportunity to celebrate the success of the school and to 
share with you some of the thoughts and actions of the Governing Body. I think that we can proudly 
say that Garstang Community Primary School nurtures well rounded individuals who have  great en-
thusiasm and love for learning. Once again the academic achievement of our children is above the 
national average and I’m truly amazed by the wealth of talent I see in the school. Whether participat-
ing in plays, concerts, assemblies or dance festivals the children at our school can be relied on to be 
outstanding both in terms of performance and behaviour.  
 
 We are rightly considered to be an outstanding school; this means that we do not receive regu-
lar inspections from Ofsted. Indeed, our last inspection was in 2009. However, Ofsted monitor the 
school’s performance through, for example, our data and the school website to ensure that we are 
still outstanding.   Staff work incredibly hard in an ever changing educational climate, to identify the 
most effective ways of ensuring our children grow and learn to the best of their ability. This year the 
concentration is on ‘Building Learning Muscles ‘in order to develop the learning power and skills of 
the children.  
 
 Schools are encouraged to make a self evaluation annually to determine their success and 
identify the next steps.  To help support and facilitate this governors ask challenging questions using 
their skills, training and experience. Views of stakeholders are also taken into account and feedback 
from staff pupils and parents are sought in questionnaires. This promotes a strong partnership be-
tween us which is instrumental to the success of the school. Governors also complete a self evalua-
tion document relating to their statutory role. This is called the VAF (Vision, Accountability and Fi-
nance). The 2015 – 16 version is now on the governors’ section of the website; I encourage you to 
read it. 
 
 In 2019 we celebrate the 50

th
 anniversary of the school. We are already collecting ideas about 

marking this event. We’d like as many past and present pupils, staff, and parents etc to be involved. 
Please keep an eye on the school website over the next few months to see how our ideas are devel-
oping! If anybody has any artefacts / photos etc that we can borrow please let us know. 
 
 Finances are as tight as ever and budget restrictions are increasing annually. Our greatest and 

most valued resource is our dedicated teaching team, and we are committed to retaining the high 

level of pupil staff ratio that we now have. The ageing building has to be managed carefully, within 

our budgetary restrictions. This year we have painted the front window frames to improve the profile 

of the building, and replaced the decaying facia boards above the new office. We have also installed 

a new Belfast sink (with a hot water heater) in Acorn to assist staff with art and craft lessons, and in-

stalled lighting in the covered area between Acorn and Rainbow Pre-School to increase the utilisa-

tion of that area during the darker winter months. We continue to invest in ICT facilities so that the 

pupils can continue to benefit from the wealth of material that is available via the Internet. Governors 

are constantly seeking advice and looking at alternate sources of income, for example, through 

grants to help us to manage and maintain our building and environment. 

We currently admit up to 30 children into the Reception class each year. We changed this from 35 in 

September 2014 so that mixed aged classes in Key Stage 1 could be avoided. Eventually as this 

works up through the school all classes will benefit from a maximum of 30 pupils. However, as you 

are probably aware there are several large planning applications pending which could have major 

implications for our school. As governors we are taking a pro -active approach to this and have es-

tablished a working party to monitor closely all new developments. Although it would be unrealistic to 

think that we could influence new local housing developments, we want to be in a position to derive 

the best possible outcome for the future of the school and its pupils.  



 Finally the governing body is a diverse mix of people from the community, businesses, staff and 
parents. The contribution of all these groups enables us to carry out our role effectively and to en-
sure the best possible environment, education and opportunities for your children. Currently we have 
three elected parents and one co-opted parent which means we have a vacancy for an elected par-
ent governor. We encourage parents to join us and recruit on a regular basis. If you are interested in 
joining the governing body please look at the information on the governor tab of the school website 
or talk to Mrs Reeves, myself or another governor. 
 As parents you play a pivotal part in the success of the school and on behalf of the governors I 
would like to thank you for your support.  
              Should you wish to contact me I can be contacted through the school. 
               Kind regards 
               Linda Ward 
 (Chair of the Governors, on behalf of the Governing Body) 
 
Governing Body 2017 
 
Mrs S Reeves   Head Teacher 
Mrs L Ward   Chair of Governors 
Mrs A Alexander  Co-opted Governor 
Mr M Bartlett   Co-opted Governor 
Mr A Coppin   Co-opted Governor 
Mr T Forshaw   Co-opted Governor 
Mr M Oliver   Co-opted Governor 
Mrs P Wells   Co-opted Governor 
Mrs S Thomas   Staff Governor 
Mrs A Fearnhead  Parent Governor 
Mrs J Martin   Parent Governor 
Mrs R Rump   Parent Governor 
Vacancy     Parent Governor 
 


