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Dear Parents and Children 
 
The Christmas holidays are almost upon us!  The children (and 
staff!) are ready for a break. They have all worked so hard this 
term and made fantastic progress. They have certainly enjoyed 
the festivities over the last few weeks, and before we break up we 
still have the KS1 Carol Service, the KS1 panto trip and party, our 
Christmas Open the Book assembly and our Reindeer Run for 
Brian House! I think everyone will be ready for the break when it 
arrives! We break up on Wednesday 21st December at our usual 
time. 
 
Whatever you are doing over the holidays, I hope you have a 
wonderful time, and get to spend it with loved ones. It is a really 
lovely long break this year, so I expect to see all you children 
back on the 9th, bright eyed and bushy tailed, ready to work hard! 
 
Merry Christmas from us all! 
 
 
Stephanie Reeves 
Headteacher 

Last Arrangements! 
 

19th December -  KS1 Carol Service at St. 
Thomas’s Church. The children will be taken to 
church by coach for a start time of 10:00am.  

 
20th December - KS1 to Blackpool Grand to 
watch ‘Aladdin’. We will return to school for a 
party lunch and some party games. A special 
guest has been invited! Party clothes may be 
worn all day. 
 
21st December - 
Open the Book 
Christmas Assembly. 
Brian House Reindeer 
Run. 

Operation Christmas Child 
 

Thank you to all who 
donated shoeboxes 
to our appeal. As a 
school we created  
43 shoeboxes, which 
is fantastic, and 
more than last year! 
We have been 
informed that our shoeboxes are on their 
way to Latvia, to brighten the Christmas 
of children living in difficult circumstances 
there. Thank you so much for your 
generosity . 

Children: a team point if you can 
tell me 3 facts about Latvia! 



 

Eco-Schools 
 
This year we are starting on our journey to formally become 
an Eco-School.  As part of this, we are helping the RSPB 
save albatrosses by collecting used postage stamps that the 
RSPB can convert to cash.  Each stamp has a very small 
value, but in large quantities they're valuable. For every £1 
the RSPB raise, the Albatross Task Force can purchase a 
weight to sink tuna fishermen’s long line hooks away from 
danger to these magnificent birds. 
In January we will have a new stamp collecting box in the Entrance Hall for your 
used stamps.  Stamps do not need to be taken off the envelope, but should ideally 
have no more than a quarter of an inch border. 
To find out more about how stamps help save albatrosses go to:  
https://www.rspb.org.uk/join-and-donate/donate/appeals/albatross/howyoucanhelp/
stamps.aspx  

School Activities 
 

Sports 
We were well represented at GCA for a table tennis training session and 
competition with other local schools. We played well, especially as it was a new 
sport to some. 
The indoor athletics team travelled to Myerscough to take part in the local heats of 
the Sportshall Athletics. They worked really hard and came first - with quite a big 
margin! This means that they will now progress to the area heats in Blackpool in 

January. Well done to you all. 
Several pupils got the opportunity to travel to GCA to take part in Handball 
activities. It was a new sport to many of them and they enjoyed the fast 
pace of the game. They were placed 2nd which was fantastic! 

 
Curriculum 
Maple Class visited Springfields in Preston to support their work on electricity. They 
had a great time and learned so much! I was very proud of the way in which they 
conducted themselves - they were a pleasure to take! 
Maple Class did themselves proud with a Brass Performance for their 
parents. It is difficult to believe that they have only been playing for 
such a short amount of time. It must be all that practising they are 
doing! (in the back garden for some I hear!) 
 
Community 
 The School Council organised a great film night, where lots of children lolled 
around in pjs and onesies to watch The Secret Life of Pets. They raised £170 which 
will go towards playground equipment. 
The KS2 members of the School Council visited Brian House in Blackpool to see 
where the money we raise for them goes. They had an informative tour, and 
enjoyed playing in the sensory room and on the interactive carpet.  
We were very well represented at the Victorian Evening. Dance Club warmed 
everyone up in Cherestanc Square, dancing to ‘Hot, Hot, Hot’, and the PTA braved 
the damp to sell cakes on the stall.  

https://www.rspb.org.uk/join-and-donate/donate/appeals/albatross/howyoucanhelp/stamps.aspx
https://www.rspb.org.uk/join-and-donate/donate/appeals/albatross/howyoucanhelp/stamps.aspx


 

School Activities Cont… 
 

Christmas 
KS2 travelled to The Dukes Theatre to watch Pinocchio. It was a beautiful 
production and gave the children a lovely experience of ‘theatre in the 
round’. They were very well behaved and enraptured by the performance. If 
you haven’t been to see it, I would recommend it! 
 
Another fantastic Secrets Room was organised by the PTA. It is such a magical morning 
and the children put such thought into their gifts. Thanks go to you for all the donations 
and to the hardworking members of the PTA. 
 
We joined with the other Garstang Primary Schools at SS Mary and Michael’s Church to 
take part in our joint KS2 Carol Service. It is a lovely occasion and a great chance for all 
of the schools to get together. Our children sang one of my favourite carols, It Was on a 
Starry Night, and they filled the church with a beautiful sound! 
 
The infant production of Lights, Camel, Action was fabulous, darlings! (excuse my terrible 
impression of Craig Revel Horwood there!). The children lined-danced, tangoed, ballet 
danced and there were even some Morris Dancers! The Infant Nativity is always brilliant 
and this was no exception. My thanks go to the staff who work tirelessly to make it so 
good every year, the children who have learned so many lines and songs over the last 
few weeks, and parents for helping with costumes and line learning. 

December 
19th 10:00 KS1 Carol Service @ St Thomas  
20th KS1 Pantomime Trip & Party Day 
21st Close for Christmas 
 
January 
9th  School re-opens 
16th   Art Week 
 
February 
1st KS1 Bedtime Story Night 6pm 
9th Young Voices 
10th Willow Class Assembly 9:30am 
10th School closes 
20th School re-opens 
24th Interim Reports  
28th Parents’ Evening 
 
March 
2nd Parents’ Evening 
10th Spellbinder Storyteller - dress up 
31st 9:30 Rowan Class Assembly 
 School closes for Easter 
April 
18th  School re-opens 
 
 

May 
KS1  SATs will take place at some time this 
month (Willow Class) 
8th-11th KS2 SATs (Oak Class) 
16th/17th Oak Class Bikeability 
25th  Beech Class Assembly 9:30am 
  School closes 
June 
5th School re-opens 
12th KS1 Phonics Test this week 
 (Rowan Class) 
21st Sports’ Morning and picnic 9:15-1:00 
23rd Acorn Class Assembly 9:30am 
28th Reserve Sports’ morning 
 
July 
6th Y6 Production Evening Performance 
(TBC) 
11th Maple Class Brass Concert  2:30pm 
14th Reports 
17th KS2 Campfire Evening 
21st Oak Class leavers’ assembly 9:30am 
 Break up for Summer 
 


