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Dear Parents and Children 
 
Welcome back to a new school year! I would particularly like to welcome families that are 
new to our school. I hope that you are already beginning to feel like part of our school family. 
We of course have the new children in Acorn Class, and we also welcome Akash into Ash 
Class and Fraser into Maple Class. We  know that this will be the beginning of a long and 
successful relationship, where we can see your children grow and develop into fantastic 
members of the community.  
 
We have had a busy start to the new term, and two weeks in, the children are well and truly 
settled into their new routines, and are working hard to meet their targets. They look 
beautifully smart and I am pleased to say that most lost property has already found its way 
back to the owner by being clearly labelled. 
 
I do apologise for the confusion over book bags with Mike’s Sports World - they have ordered 
some reading bags in. Thank you to everyone who has taken heed of the size limit - reading 
through the latest Governor’s workplace inspection, the word overcrowded was repeated too 
many times! I hope that this will have changed in the next one! Please remember that your 
child needs either a book bag or small rucksack - not both! The aim is to reduce  what we 
need to store during the day! 
 
I’ve included lots of reminders in the newsletter, as it is the start of the year. I hope they are 
helpful to you. 
 
Remember that we are here to help and we operate an open door policy - meaning that we 
aim to see you as soon as is practicably possible. Quick messages can be passed on at the 
beginning of the day to the teacher or via the office, or longer meetings can be requested via 
the office at a mutually convenient time. Please don’t let worries linger - the sooner we can 
sort them the happier everyone is. Please let us know of any changes that may affect your 
child - we are here to support both them and you.  
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
 
Stephanie Reeves 
Headteacher 

If you are under the age of 13, you should not be on 
Twitter, Facebook, Instagram ,Snapchat or Skype. It’s 
much more fun to interact face to face anyway! 

ICT  
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School Sports 

This year we were delighted to achieve our School Games Gold Kitemark. This Kitemark is a 
measure of the standard of delivery of Primary PE and School Sports, and is used by OFSTED as 
a way of accrediting the subject. In order to achieve this award, we have shown our commitment to 
participation in extra-curricular sporting clubs, with over 60% of our pupils participating in one hour 
per week. In some weeks we achieved a participation rate of over 70%, which is extremely 
pleasing. The 2016-2017 academic year will build on this progress, seeing new clubs and 
opportunities brought to the school. 

We have also demonstrated our ability to develop the sporting potential of the children within our 
school, and provided many opportunities for intra and inter-school sports competition. We have 
entered teams into 11 different sports this year, ranging from table tennis competitions to handball 
and athletics. This demonstrates our passion and dedication for broadening the opportunities 
available to the pupils in our school. 

Another measure of progress is that 27% of our KS2 pupils have engaged in leading, managing 
and officiating school games activities – an achievement of which we are very proud. We have 
links with 7 external sports clubs which allows us to nurture the talent of our children, whilst 
providing them with opportunities to develop their social and moral outcomes. 

Although not a measure of the school games kite mark, we are dedicated to developing the 
opportunities of our KS1 pupils and have entered our first inter-school KS1 sports event in the last 
academic year. We are committed to continuing our progress with Physical Education and School 
Sport, and would like to thank all the parents who have supported their children with sports events 
in the past. Without the time and effort that you put into transporting your children to the sports 
events, and the encouragement and support that you give them, we would not be able to provide 
the level of opportunities that we do. 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank Mr Marshall, for leading the school to this award, and 
the staff who give up their time to run these activities. Our children really are very lucky! 

 

 
 

School Admissions 
 

Year 6 
Parents of Year 6 children should all have received an LCC flyer explaining how to apply for your 
child’s secondary school place. Applications need to be made, online, before 31st October.  
 
Reception 2016 
If your child has their 4th birthday between 1st Sept 2016 and 31st August 2017, you need to 
apply for a place in Reception for next September. If your child’s name has been registered with 
us you will have already received a flyer. Applications for a primary school place need to be 
completed by 15th January 2017. If you would like to take a look round, please come to our open 
days (see diary section), or make an appointment through the school office. 
 
Applications for both Primary and Secondary School must be made at: 
 
www.lancashire.gov.uk/schools 



 

Building Learning Power 
 

I do hope that your child has already 
been talking to you about our new 
initiative to develop the children’s 
learning, called Building Learning 

Power. Taken simply, this is an approach that 
encourages children to develop their learning muscles, 
much in the same way they might develop their other 
muscles through exercising.  
We will give a short presentation on our Information 
Evening, being held on October 12th at 7pm. We also 
hope to develop a page on our website, dedicated to 
Building Learning Power. We are encouraging the 
children to think very carefully about how they learn, and 
their part in the learning process. The 4 domains of BLP 
are : 
Resilience 
Resourcefulness 
Reflectiveness 
Reciprocity (we’re going to call this Co-operation). 
Within each domain the children are encouraged to 
develop certain habits. 
This half term we are looking at building our resilience, 
and, with the help of Resilient Rosie, we will be looking 
at the following learning muscles: 
 Absorption (engagement in learning) 
 Managing Distractions (internal and external) 
 Noticing 
 Perseverance 
We have also decided to change our citizen award on a 
Friday, to a Learning Power Hero award, for children 
who show that they are exercising these muscles. 
If you would like to find out more about the concept, 
come to the Information Evening, and google BLP and 
Professor Guy Claxton. 

Open The Book Assemblies 
 

I am delighted to say that the 
Methodist and Free Methodist 
Churches are still going to come 
into school to deliver our Open the 
Book Assemblies on a fortnightly 
basis. They really are the children’s 
favourite assemblies. The team 
come in and act 
out a different 
Bible Story each 
week. The 
assemblies also 
help support our 
curriculum RE 
lessons. 

Discovery Vine 
 

Our breakfast and 
afterschool 
provision is 
delivered by 
Discovery Vine. 
If you need an 
after school or breakfast place, 
please contact Suzanne Heslop in 
school (between 3:00 and 5:45) or 
contact Jane or Lynda at Discovery 
Vine on 01772 731808, or email 
jane@discoveryvine.co.uk 
lynda@dicoveryvine.co.uk 
We are open from 7:30am and close 
at 5:45pm 

Free School Meals 
 

If you are in receipt of certain benefits, 
you may be entitled to free school meals. 
Those children entitled to free meals 
attract funding to the school, which can be 
used for a variety of things, including 
paying for school trips. As KS1 children 
are already receiving a free meal daily, 
some parents forget to register with the 
County. In order to benefit, you must 
register your eligibility with County. This 
means you could be missing out on 
benefits within school. Please see Mrs 
Reeves or Mrs Orchard if you think you 
may be entitled. 

Garstang Community Primary School PTA 
 

Here at GCPS we have a thriving PTA, who 
organise lots of different activities throughout the 
year, both for fundraising and social 
opportunities. Every parent is a member of the 
PTA and whatever your contribution, it’s very 
welcome. You can contribute in many ways; by 
attending meetings, helping at events, wrapping 
presents at Christmas, selling raffle tickets…. 
The first meeting of the PTA will be held in school 
on Tuesday 20th September at 7:30pm. Look out 
for PTA letters too - they are printed on yellow 
paper to distinguish them. Also - make friends 
with the PTA on Facebook  - their page is 
Garstang Community Primary PTA. 



 
Reminders 

 
Birthday Non-Uniform 
 
Children may come to school in their own clothes when it is their birthday so that 
we can all make a fuss! Don’t worry if it’s at the weekend or in the holidays - they 
can come on the school day closest to the day. Hair and make up rules still apply. 
 
PE Kits 
 
These should be in school, in a clearly labelled PE bag, all of the time. They will be sent home 
at the end of each half term. If your child is regularly without a PE kit, or forgets for two lessons 
in a row, we will sent a reminder note home. PE is a statutory subject and all children must 
participate. 
 
Medication 

 
Only prescribed medication can be given in school. If the medicine says 3 times a day 
please time these so a dose does not have to be taken in school. If it is unavoidable, 
we will endeavour to administer the medication. There is a form that must be filled in 
before any medication is given. 
 

Celebration Assembly 
 
Most Fridays we hold a celebration Assembly. The children may bring in any 
award they have achieved out of school. If badges are included, such as 
swimming, please seal them in a plastic pocket so that they don’t fall out! I do 
often ask the children about their award, especially if they are gymnast of the week or suchlike, 
so please practise with your child what they might say. For Water Skills type awards I may ask 
for one thing they needed to do to get the award. It’s amazing how many children don’t know! If 
your child has been awarded Superstar, Class Star or LearningHero, their photo will be 
displayed in the foyer and their names will appear (hopefully!) in the Courier. 
 
Snack/Lunches 
 
Children in Acorn, Rowan and Willow Class receive a piece of fruit each morning, as part of 
the Government scheme, and so they should not be bringing in any snacks. KS2 children (Ash, 
Maple, Beech and Oak) may bring in a healthy snack for morning break. Fresh fruit or veg is 
best as that is what they are used to in KS1. We do not allow sweets, chocolate 
and crisps. Similarly, sweets, chocolate bars and fizzy drinks are not allowed in 
packed lunch boxes.  
Children are actively encouraged to bring in a water bottle each day to keep 
hydrated. This must contain water only. They may have juice in their drink for 
lunch. We do send home any rubbish in packed lunch boxes so that you can 
monitor what your child is eating. 

 
Payments 
 
Most payments can be made online using Parent Pay - all families except Acorn 
should already have a log in. Acorn log ins will be sent home when a payment is 
needed. Any other money should be sent in a sealed envelope with the child’s 

name, and purpose clearly labelled. Dinner money is £2.20 per day and MUST be paid in 
advance, by the Monday morning of the week it is due at the very latest. Please ensure your 
child knows each day whether they are having a packed lunch or school dinner - the first two 
weeks have been rather messy - dinner numbers have been wrong almost every day! 



 
Staffing News 

 
We welcome Mrs Thwaites to our team - she will be working across the school on Thursdays 
releasing teachers to develop their given subject. On Friday she will be teaching Ash Class to 
give Mrs Thomas the chance to undertake her Deputy Head tasks. We also welcome Mrs 
Lawton into Acorn Class on a Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. 
Mrs Wareing will be absent from school until almost half term and her place will be taken by Mr 
Draper. A reminder of who’s who in your child’s class: 

Ms Haythorne will teach in classes on the following afternoons: 
Monday: Oak        Tuesday: Rowan       Wednesday: Maple/Acorn       Friday: Beech 

E-Safety Committee 

Last year we set up an e-safety committee in 
school, comprising  of staff, governors, 
parents and pupils. Mrs Powell had been our 
parent representative, but has recently 
started her first teaching post and can no 
longer attend. Therefore we are looking for a 
new parent representative. 
 
The Committee will only meet once a term 
and will be tasked with promoting E-safety in 
school and developing 
safe working practices. 
 
The first meeting will be 
in the Autumn Term. 
 
If you are interested in 
being a member of the 
committee, please let 
Mrs Newiss as soon as 
possible. 

Class Teacher Support 

Acorn Mrs Jackson (Mon, Tues, Weds am) 
Mrs Winstanley (Weds pm, Thurs, 
Fri) 

Mrs Yates (Mon, Tues, Weds am) 
Mrs Lawton (Weds pm, Thurs, Fri) 

Rowan Miss Knagg Mrs Wareing (Mr Draper at present) 

Willow Mrs Ayers (Mrs Love Weds am) Mrs Brown (am), Miss Valiant (pm) 

Ash Mrs Thomas (Mrs Thwaites Friday) Miss Valiant (am), Mrs Mortimer some 
afternoons 

Maple Mrs Russel (Mon, Tues, Weds am) 
Mrs Love (Weds pm, Thurs, Fri) 

Mrs Craven 
Miss Taylor (Mon-Thurs) 

Beech Mr Marshall Mrs Mortimer (am), Mrs Gregson/Mrs 
Craven some afternoons 

Oak Mrs Newiss Mrs Gregson (Mon-Thurs), Mrs Bhagat-
Lowe (Friday) 

Parents Information Evening 
 
This will be held on Wednesday 12th 
October. These information sessions are 
intended to help you support your child in 
their work by sharing with you what your child 
will be learning, how you can help at home 
and how your child will be assessed, now that 
levels have been removed. You will also have 
a chance to see your child’s classroom and 
meet their teacher, if you haven’t already. We 
will also be explaining how you can support 
our initiative ‘Building Learning Power’ at 
home. 
 
Acorn Parents are invited to come to Acorn 
classroom at 6:30. 
 
All other parents are invited to meet in the 
school hall at 7pm. Unfortunately we cannot 
cater for children at the event, so please 
arrange childcare  - you will be approximately 
45mins - 1 hour. 
We look forward to seeing you there. 



 

Diary Dates 
 

We have tried to include all dates that we know 
about. They may change over the year, so please 
keep checking the diary section. Where possible I 
will highlight any changes from these dates. 
 
September 
 
20th  PTA AGM 7:30pm 
26th  Year 6 to Tower Wood 
30th  Year 6 return tired and 
  dirty! 
 
October 
 
3rd  Maple Class trip to  
  Ribchester 
10th  Brian House Assembly 
12th  Parents’ Information Evening 
  Acorn 6:30pm 
  KS1& 2 7:00pm 
13th  Individual School Photographs 
21st  Harvest Assembly - Ash Class to  
  present. Parents welcome 9:30am 
  Target Setting Reports out 
25th/26th Life Education Bus 
25th/27th Parents’ Evening 
 
November 
 
7th  Science Week 
17th  Willow/Oak class Fire Safety talk 
21st/22nd Open Days 10:00-11:30; 1:30 -3:00 
 
December 
 
5th  KS2 to Dukes 
13th  10:00 KS1 Carol Service @St. 
  Thomas (TBC) 
  2:30 Maple Class Brass Concert 
14th  10:00 KS2 Carol Service @SS Mary & 
  Michaels (TBC) 
  KS1 Nativity - afternoon performance 
15th   KS1 Nativity - evening performance 
20th  KS1 Pantomime Trip 
21st  Close for Christmas 
 
January 
 
9th  School re-opens 
12th  Ash Class - Judo lessons start 
16th   Art week 

February 
 
1st KS1 Bedtime Story Night 6pm 
9th Young Voices 
10th Willow Class Assembly 9:30am 
10th School closes 
20th School re-opens 
24th Interim Reports  
28th Parents’ Evening 
 
March 
 
2nd Parents’ Evening 
10th Spellbinder Storyteller - dress up 
31st Rowan Class Assembly 
 School closes for 
 Easter 
 
April 
 
18th School re-opens 
24th Rowan Class - Judo lessons 
 start 
 
May 
 
KS1 SATs will take place at some time 
this month (Willow Class) 
8th KS2 SATs (Oak Class) 
16th/17th Oak Class Bikeability 
25th Beech Class Assembly 9:30am 
 School closes 
 
June 
 
5th School re-opens 
12th KS1 Phonics Test this week 
 (Rowan Class) 
21st Sports Morning and picnic  
 9:15-1:00 
23rd Acorn Class Assembly 9:30am 
28th Reserve Sports morning 
6th Y6 Production Evening 
 Performance (TBC) 
11th Maple Class Brass Concert 
 2:30pm 
14th Reports 
17th KS2 Campfire Evening 
21st Oak Class leavers’ assembly 
 9:30am 
 School closes 
 


