
 

 Garstang Community 
Primary School 

October 2016 Phone: 01995 603622  e-mail: head@garstang.lancs.sch.uk 2 

Dear Parents and children 
 
Considering this has been an 8 week term, the time has flown by! The children are certainly 
ready for a rest - I know I am! The work that has been done in all classes this half term is 
fabulous - I’m sure you’ve been impressed looking at the children’s books on Parents’ 
Evening.  
 
Next term will be even busier with the run up to Christmas, and there will be lots to remember. 
However, it really is the very best time to be in a primary school! 
 
I hope you all have a lovely half term, whatever you do, and the children come back refreshed 
and ready to continue their learning journeys with enthusiasm. 
 

Thank you for your continued support 
 
 

 
Stephanie Reeves 

Parking and Pedestrians 
 

I’m still not sure who thought it would be a good idea to build a primary school down a cul-de-
sac, but then I suppose that there were less cars about in 1969! Parking is always as issue 
around school, and it is up to all of us to ensure that we park safely and sensibly.  
The yellow zig zags mean that no parking or stopping is allowed - even to drop off. We also 
have yellow A boards announcing this fact. PLEASE REPORT ANY CARS THAT YOU SEE 
DROPPING OFF IN THIS AREA. If you pass the registration on to the office, we shall put it in 
the next newsletter. 
Similarly, the pavements outside of school do become crowded, particularly on Oak Road, 
where parents sometimes wait for their children rather than coming on to the playground. I have 
received complaints that this pavement is being blocked, forcing parents and children to walk 
out onto the road. Please show consideration for other pedestrians by ensuring there is enough 
space for parents, children, prams, scooters and everything to get past. Better still, come into 
the playground and collect the children, even if they do think that it is the height of 

embarrassment! 
Children and their safety are our overriding priority - please support us in this endeavour.     

Road safety and parking is one of the activities the School Council will be 
exploring this year. 

It is always a good idea to use a nickname to protect your 
identity online 

ICT  

TOP TIP 



 
School Activities 

 
Sports 
The netball team competed in the local High 5 tournament and came joint 1st! This 
means they have earned a place in the district finals later on in the school year - 
well done to you all! 
Eight children and Mrs Ayers travelled to Thornton YMCA to take part in the KS1 Multi-skills 
competition. They had a great time and took part in some fabulous activities. 
 
Curriculum 
As part of their Sports curriculum, Oak Class have undertaken a course of fencing - they look 
so funny in all the gear - and you can’t see who’s who under the masks! They are now on to a 
course of yoga - I want to join in! 
Maple Class visited Ribchester as part of their topic on Roman Life and had a wonderful day.  
Bright Sparks Science spent a day in Oak Class, where they studied Electricity in a fun and 
engaging way. 

Ash Class have been looking very carefully at food this half term. They have studied 
where our food comes from, the history of Heinz, the art work of Arcimboldo, how 
our bodies use food as fuel...what they don't know isn’t worth knowing! They created 
their own soups and invited family members to their ‘pop-up soup shop’ and they 
presented a fabulous Harvest Assembly last Friday. 

The Life Education Bus was at school this week, and the children all received lessons on how 
to keep themselves safe and healthy. As part of the costs this year, Coram 
Education have created a whole school scheme of work to follow up what has been 
learned in the bus. Thanks to the PTA for continuing to fund this important activity. 
 
Community 
 I was lucky enough to accompany 2 school councillors, Libby and Charlie, to Wyre Civic 
Centre to receive our Wyre in Bloom certificate. They met the Mayor of Wyre, sat in the 
council chamber, and got to eat a delicious buffet, all before returning to school for their lunch! 
A group of Year 6 girls (Hannah, Abi, Kate and Issy), organised a MacMillan Coffee Afternoon, 
because they are passionate about helping others. They raised a whopping £272.85!  
County Councillor Sandra Perkins attended celebration assembly to thank the children for all 
of the work they had done to help save the library from closure. The work that they had done 
really touched her and she was impressed by the standard of writing. Two of the pieces of 
work won a book token - well done Emily and Max. 
During Local Democracy Week, we were lucky enough to receive a visit from Town Councillor 
Lynn Harter. She was grilled by the School Council and Year 2 about the work of the Town 
Council. The School Council then visited the new Community Centre to meet the Clerk and 
wear the Mayoral Chains. 
Thank you for all the donations of Harvest gifts. Oak Class had a lovely morning distributing 
the parcels to our neighbours in the sheltered accommodation. 
 
Clubs 
 
A variety of clubs have been running this half term: 
Netball 
Football 
Spanish 
Tri-Golf 
Change 4 Life 
Singing 
Dance 



 

Diary Dates 
 

November 

 
7th  School re-opens 
  Science Week 
9th  Beech Class to GCA 
  Acorn Hand Hygiene 
10th  Travelling Science Show 
14th  Anti-Bullying Week 
  Flu Vaccinations 
16th  Dance Club to Preston 
18th  PTA Toy Sale 
17th  Willow/Oak Class Fire Safety talk 
21st/22nd Open Days 10:00-11:30; 1:30 -3:00 
22nd  Dance Club to Blackpool 
 
December 
 
1st  Maple Class to Springfields 
5th  KS2 to Dukes 
9th  PTA Secrets’ Room 
13th  2:30 Maple Class Brass Concert 
14th  10:00 KS2 Carol Service @SS Mary 
  & Michael’s  
  KS1 Nativity - afternoon performance 
15th   KS1 Nativity - evening performance 
19th  10:00 KS1 Carol Service @ St  
  Thomas (please note change of 
  date) 
20th  KS1 Pantomime Trip 
21st  Close for Christmas 
 
January 
 
9th  School re-opens 
12th  Ash Class - Judo lessons start 
16th   Art Week 
 
February 
 
1st  KS1 Bedtime Story Night 6pm 
9th  Young Voices 
10th  Willow Class Assembly 9:30am 
10th  School closes 
20th  School re-opens 
24th  Interim Reports  
28th  Parents’ Evening 
 

March 
 
2nd  Parents’ Evening 
10th  Spellbinder Storyteller - dress up 
31st  9:30 Rowan Class Assembly 
  School closes for 
  Easter 
April 
 
18th  School re-opens 
24th  Rowan Class - Judo lessons  
  start 
 
May 
 
KS1   SATs will take place at some  
  time this month (Willow Class) 
8th  KS2 SATs (Oak Class) 
16th/17th Oak Class Bikeability 
25th  Beech Class Assembly 9:30am 
  School closes 
 
June 
 
5th  School re-opens 
12th  KS1 Phonics Test this week  
  (Rowan Class) 
21st  Sports’ Morning and picnic  
  9:15-1:00 
23rd  Acorn Class Assembly 9:30am 
28th  Reserve Sports’ morning 
 
July 
 
6th  Y6 Production Evening   
  Performance (TBC) 
11th  Maple Class Brass Concert  
  2:30pm 
14th  Reports 
17th  KS2 Campfire Evening 
21st  Oak Class leavers’ assembly  
  9:30am 

Governor News 
 

In the recent Parent Governor election, Mrs 
Fearnhead was re-elected, unopposed. Mr 
Charlesworth has resigned as Governor. 
Elections will be held in the New Year. 

Rainbow 
 

Many of you are aware by now that Aunty Frances, manager at Rainbow, is retiring at 
Christmas. Frances has given many years of dedicated service and we wish her well! 


